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* Soccer Australia seeks 
England friendly. 


occer Australia are mak- 

ing contact with the 

English FA ina bid to 
lock horns with the English 
national side ahead the World 
Cup finals next year. 

Soccer Australia Acting CEO 
Tan Holmes revealed he would 
be approaching the English FA 
boss, David Davies, to examine 
the possibility of the England 
playing Australia as part of the 


lan Holmes: Soccer 
Australia acting CEO. 


England in World Cup ‘Group of Death’ 


By Arvind Hickman 


jhe 2002 World Cup draw 

finally took place last 

Saturday night (AEST) in 
Busan (Korea), with some tanta- 
lising outcomes that should whet 
the appetites of football pundits 
around the world. 

England has been placed in the 
hardest group alongside much fan- 
cied Argentina, the team that 
knocked them out four years ago 
ina nerve wracking penalty shoot- 
out. 


British team’s build-up to the 
mundial in Korea-Japan. 

“T've been trying to contact 
my counterpart at the FA just to 
see what their plans are,” said 
Holmes. 

“T want to see if they intend to 
come and if so what sort of help 
they want in terms of the 
arrangements.” 

“We'd certainly be keen. If 
there are quality teams that are 
coming here and they're looking 
in the South Pacific region, we'd 
like to think Australia was an 
option for them.” 

“I know “that the NSW 
Government were trying to 
attract people to use Australia as 
a training base.” © 

Drawn in what has been wide- 
ly-described as a Group of Death 
(with Argentina, Sweden and 
Nigeria), England are believed 
to have their work cut out in next 
year’s World Cup finals. 

‘The hugely-supported English 
side have already picked Cheju 
in South Korea at the team’s pre- 
tournament base. 


Also in their group is African 
power Nigeria and Sweden. 

This is a tough pill for Coach 
Sven Goran Eriksson to swallow 
but he remains adamant that his 
team’s fortunes will change in 
June. 

“We are in the most difficult 
group, no doubt about it all,” he 
said. 

“t's not been a lucky evening, 
but the luck will come in June.” 

Brazil has been placed in one of 
the easier groups facing Turkey, 
China and Costa Rica, but don’t 
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Brendon Santalab #12 of Sydney United falls after being tackled by Sasa Ognenovski #4 of the Knights during the round 9 
NSL match between Sydney United and Melbourne Knights held at the Sydney United Sports Centre. 


Sepp Blatter at the 2002 
World Cup Draw. 


expect the ‘Samba kings’ to be 
taking it lightly if recent form is 
anything to go by. 

Defending champions France, 
the last champions to be given 
automatic qualification, should 
progress in a tricky group with 
Australian nemesis Uruguay, 
Denmark and Senegal. 

Italy will also be favoured to 
advance after drawing Croatia, 
Ecuador and Mexico, while 
Germany face a tough time against 
Cameroon, Ireland and Saudi 
Arabia. 


It is interesting to speculate how 
Australia might have performed if 
they had qualified. 

If they were placed in 
Uruguay's position they would 
find the going very tough, fighting 
it out with Denmark and the 
unknown quantity Senegal for the 
second qualifying spot after 
France. 

This would never have occurred 
however as Uruguay were pooled 
in the CONMEBOL hat. 

I believe Australia would have 
had a genuine chance of progress- 


ing to the second round if they had 
been placed in Group D- South 
Korea, Poland, United States, 


Portugal; Group H- Japan, 
Belgium, Russia, Tunisa or possi- 
bly Brazil's group. 


One thing is for sure, the 
Socceroos would not have been 
the least fancied team in what 
promises to be an exciting month 


, of football. 


For all the 
fixtures an 
please turn to page 16. 
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Oz conquest puts Pua in charge 


By Emma Nwaneri 


| ruguay’s victorious coach Victor Pua, 
who led his country to beat Australia for 
the last place at next year’s World Cup, 
has said he will be in charge for the tournament in 


Japan-South Korea. 


Pua, whose contract ended with last Monday’s 
play-off, said he was waiting for Uruguayan Football 
Association (AUF) president Eugenio Figueredo to 
retum from the draw in South Korea to finalise 


details. 
“Tn principle, yes,” Pua told reporters, when asked 
if he was staying. 
“When Figueredo returns, we will talk and arrange 


the last details before signing the contract.” 

Pua had initially declined to discuss his future with 
the team after their 3-0 win, preferring instead to talk 
about the merits of his players. 

Once in charge of Uruguay’s U-17 and U-20 sides, 
Pua was promoted to the senior side in February after 
ex-Argentina captain Daniel Passarella quit in a row 
over the release of players for a friendly. 

He guided the Uruguayans, who were sixth in the 
South American group when he took over, to a fifth- 


place finish which earned them the two-legged play- 


Zvonimir Boban: Spent a swell time at Sydney United, last 
week. 


Anelish Soeer Soy 
tough for Wlenser 


By Graham Cooke 


fortnight spent training 
At Nationwide League 
club Sheffield United has 
convinced Matthew Menser that 
English football is not for him. 
“Of course it was a great experi- 
ence and I learnt a lot,” he said. 
“But I was surprised at the differ- 
ence in style between the 
Australian and English games, at 
least at that level. 

“Our training there was all 
about strength and speed, with far 
less emphasis on skill. It was really 
a contrast in coaching techniques. 

“It won't stop me from going 
overseas again if the opportunity 
presents itself, because my ambi- 
tion is to play at a professional 
level, but at least | will know what 
to expect.” 


Menser and fellow Tuggeranong 
United youngster Mark Serena 
went to Sheffield as part of a regu- 
lar scholarship pragram set up 
between the two clubs. 

He is now playing for the ACT 
Academy of Sport team in the 
National Youth League where he 
has laid claim to the left back posi- 
tion. 

He comes from a soccer-loving 
family. “My father, brother and sis- 
terall play, so it was natural for me 
to go the same way,” he said. 

“Not having the Cosmos here is 
a big blow, because I feel I should 
be trying to make the grade in the 
National League before going for 
something overseas. 

“At the moment all I can do is 
work really hard and hope some- 
thing turns up.” 
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off against Australia. 
Uruguay last Monday qualified for their first 
World Cup since 1990. 


BOBAN HITS-OUT WITH| 


Victor Pua: Leading Uruguay to 2002 World Cup 
finals. 


SYDNEY UNITED 


he unique opportunity 
Ts an Australian club 
hosting true soccer 
superstars occurred at Sydney 
United last week, when leg- 
endary ex-AC Milan star and 


former captain of the Croatian 
national team, Zyonimir 
Boban linked up 


with his good 
friend and ex- 
teammate 
Aljosa 
Asanoyic, who 


Sydney United, 
to draw the cur- 


career. 
Boban’s visit began with an 
inspection of the club’s facilities 
and was followed by a coaching 
clinic for about 100 lucky 
Sydney United junior players. 
About 500 people then had 
the opportunity to witness the 
unbelievable skills of the great 
man as he joined United chief 
coach Branko Culina and the 
rest of the first grade players for 


a training session. 

Constantly smiling, Boban 
offered advice to the younger 
players and entertained the 
crowd as the United team pre- 
pared for this weekends home 
game against the Melbourne 
Knights. 

mp At a special gala 
dinner organised in 
his honour, Boban 
was joined at the 
function by Aljosa 
Asanovic who had 
“arrived straight 
from the airport. 
Tt was Asanovic 
who had spoken so 


in Australia and 
Sydney United that inspired 
Boban to accept an invitation to 
the country when the 
opportunity presented itself. 
The 33-year-old Boban, 
undoubtedly the —_ greatest 
Croatian Soccer player of all 
time, captained his country at 
the 1996 European 
Championship in England and 
the 1998 World Cup in France. 
His ten seasons at AC Milan 


highly of his time” 


confirmed his legendary status 
ina city that has always attract- 
ed some of the greatest players. 

That more than 90,000 fans 
packed the San Siro Stadium for 
his testimonial match againsy 
Juventus, proves that this gifted 
midfielder deserved his place in 
all the great AC Milan teams, 
including the unbeatable team of 
1994 which won the European 
Championship. 

Asanovic, who arrived - last 
Wednesday rejoins United after 
a loan spell with Hajduk Split 
and will end his illustrious 
career at the Club when United 
play Parramatta Power. 

His presence will afford 
Culina quality the services of a 
natural left-footer in 
and he hopes that Asano 
reproduce the form he showed 
when he played for the Club last 
season. 

Culina was ironically in 
charge of Sydney Olympic when 
Asanovic single-handedly 
destroyed Olympic from set 
pieces and laid the platform fora 
deserved United victory 
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What the Bosses Had to Say About 


the Marconi vs Newcastle Game 


By Tim Caimakamis 


‘ARCONI’s man- 
ager Lee Sterrey 
was almost spit- 


ting chips after having just 
watched his team pull off a 
1-1 draw against the visit- 
ing Newcastle United last 
Saturday night at the 
Marconi Stadium. 

“| was yery disappointed 
with result at the end of the 
night, Up 11 players against 
their nine for the last 15 min- 
utes I’m entitled to be disap- 
pointed, 


players that were lethargic 
tonight even in the first half. 

“Their goal was a soft one, 
which we seem to somehow 
cop every week as there are 
players that have got to take 
responsibility for being with 
their man. 

“Itwas a chested down sit- 
uation, good shot from 
“Bingers’ (Bingley), as he 
had a man standing next to 
him one minute. The next 
minute he’s asleep, that’s not 
good enough at this level. 

“We know we have a 
young side, but there comes a 
time when the senior blokes 


“The pace and mobility of 
our side tonight left a lot to 
be desired. The mobility 
wasn’t there from the first 
minute for us as we normally 
move. There were a lot of 


BANKSTOWN CITY 
WILDCATS 


can’t hold their hand for the 
rest of their life. They’ve got 
to take on heaps of responsi- 
bility for their actions. 

The goes for the upfront 
guys, We were 0-1 behind 


when in fact we should have 
been in front. We hada 100% 
sitter inside the six yard box 
where “Keeyo” needed two 
touches which just isn’t good 
enough. 

“We weren’t sharp at the 


Marconi seen here attacking the Newcastle 
Marconi Stadium in the match which saw two goal 


sharp end”, 

Still fuming, Sterrey went 
‘on elaborate: “Our overall 
control, as well as our pass- 
ing game, just weren't there. 
1 don’t know why, but all 
season it had been good. 


“We're looking to play a _ 


fast brand of football and a 

crisp passing game. It wasn't 

there tonight and it’s just dis- 

appointing we couldn’t even 

scramble anything over the 

line to get the Three League 
ints. 

“{ thought the second 
sending off was a bit harsh, 
there’s no doubt about that 
and the first deserved to go. 
Ifhe has got too big a mouth, 
you put him in the sheds. 

“Following the second 
send off you could see they 
(Newcastle), were only 
going to mark zonal on the 
edge of their box. But as I 
say, it’s the pace of the pass- 
ing, the mobility, the cross- 


ing. Our crossing was 
garbage, we probably had a 
dozen crosses with only one 
being of any quality.” 

When ABSW commented 
that Marconi’s strikers were 
creating many chances but 


oS 


not scoring, Sterrey snapped 
back: 

“Barcelona is looking for 
strikers that score every 
week. We know we have 
some young.players and we 
just have to persist with 
them. You only gain them 
experience by playing. Norm 
Tome has been our form 
striker by a long, long way, 
but even he was flat tonight. 
I'm very disappointed just 
the way we handled the ball 
all night.” 

When ABSW posed the 
question how good it would 
have been to get a win 
against his old Club, Sterrey 
offered; “It’s good to get a 
win against any club. We 
came into this game off two 
losses and we played a lot 
better than that when it 
should have been coming off 
two wins. 

However tonight it was 
probably one of our worst 


United goals last Saturday night at the 
Is scored plus two players sent off. 
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performances in the way 
which we tried to play. The 
movement of the ball was far 
too slow as we were lethar- 
gic, it’s simple as that. We 
only created one shot from 
the edge of the box in the last 


15 minutes against their nine 
players. That speaks for 
itself.” 

ABSW commented that in 
the end at least Marconi 
played with three young 
strikers that were all in the 
Youth team last year. 

Sterrey quipped back: 
“There are some good young 
kids there as I say. “Boski’ 
(Steve Bozinovski), is just 
back from the Institute, and 
he’s going to bea super play- 
er. He knows how to use his 
body very well, is good on 
the tum, has got a great left 
footed shot. 

“Anabalon, (Bric), is more 
a link-player than a straight 
striker. 1 just thought he 
could get loose with his 
mobility, but at the end of the 
day we are going to unearth 
some real good players this 
year. 

“As | say, at the moment, 
we are conceding soft goals 
purely through inexperi- 
ence.” ended Sterrey. 


Newcastle’s Coach 
- lan Crook 

The coach of the 
Newcastle team, Ian Crook, 
reflected on his team’s two 
send offs, stating: “I really 
don’t know what ‘Zorro’ 
(Zoricich) said to the referee, 
but obviously he must have 
said something. As for Joel, 
(Griffiths), he said he didn’t 
catch Ang. Ang is a trusting 
kid and said he got hit, but 
thought it was a bit harsh 
with a straight Red card any- 
way. 

“{ am disappointed. The 
referee changed the game, 
and killed us in the end. I 
suppose we can look back on 
it at the end of the season 
where this result ended with 
a League point gained, 
instead of three being lost.” 

When questioned about 
Bingley’s performance when 
he dropped back into the 
defence, Crook came back 
with: “I thought everyone 
sort of defended well. It was 


all hands to the pump at the 
end as the boys just got back 
in there and we just had to 
defend. You can get fortunate 
with just nine men, but you 
you concede chances. 

“Thankfully we came way 
with something from this 
match.” 

When ABSW queried what 
had actually happended to 
force the early departure of 
Milan Blagojevic, Crook 
informed us; “It’s was a ham- 
string injury which may now 
force Milan out of action for 
three or four weeks,” 

And as far as the Perth 
Glory game this Friday night 
at the Marathon Stadium? 

Crook lamented; “We'll 
have to find a team I think. 
We're struggling now for 
bodies. It’s the way you have 
to go sometimes-take the 
rough with the smooth- 


we've had“a fairly nice run 
up until now with injuries 
and susperfSions. 

“Our back-three has done 
very well all season. We 
defend as a team and all the 
boys work hard, Mark 
Wilson’s, work rate is second 
to none and it makes it so 
much easier for the back 
boys. I thought everybody 
put it tonight,” evaluated 
Crook. 

And as for Joel "Griffiths’ 
scoring rate? 

“Joel has looked good all 
season. It’s just disappoint- 
ing that he is obviously now 
going to miss our next game 
on Friday,” said Crook. 

And what was the latest 
with McBreen? 

“He'll probably be off for 
another couple of weeks,” 
ended Crook. 


JAN CROOK: Newcastle United's coach. 
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INGLAND last week- 
end was incredibly 
drawn by FIFA in the 
‘Group of: Death’, Group B, 
bracketted with South 
American giants and arch- 
rivals Argentina, together 
with Sweden and Nigeria. 

Upon hearing the news, 
England’s captain Dayid 
Beckham expressed his 
impatience in meeting up 
with Argentina on the 
evening of June 7th at 
9,30pm (a.e.s.t.). 

For it was in the last 
World Cup Finals in France 
that the England wizard 
right flank playmaker was 
unjustifiably red carded in 
the second round against 
Argentina at St Etienne. 

Beckham was scythed 
down from behind by 
Argentina’s left midfielder 
Diego Simeone. 

Whilst lying on the flat of 
his stomach, Beckham 
blindly lashed out with his 
boot in the direction of 
Simeone who promptly fell 
to the ground, 

The bait was swallowed 
by the referee, Beckham 
was sent off, and Argentina 
went on to win the match 
through a penalty shoot-out, 
despite Michael Owen’s fab- 


DAVID BECKHAM: 
England's captain can 
hardly wait for June 7th 
to meet Argentina at 
Sapporo, Japan, in the 
World Cup Finals, 
ulous 45 metre solo raid for 

England’s goal. 

For many, many months 
later, hostile and totally 
illogical Pommie fans, 
unfairly held Beckham 
responsible for England’s 
loss. 

ecco - 

STER GRAY, having 
served eleven consecutive 
_ years as President of the NSW 
Soccer Federation, will retire 
from this position at the end 

of January, 
4 Peter, him- 
self a former 
| NSW State 
League 
“| goalkeeper, 
|) has planned 
Hl to spend his 
PETER GRAY: retirement 


HAT must easily rate 

as the cruellest book- 
able offence in Soccer, is 
the idiotic ruling that a yel- 
low card must be flashed at 
any player who celebrates 
scoring a goal: e.g, ripping 
off his jersey in jubilation, 
deliriously racing towards 
the fence to his ecstatic sup- 
porters, ete etc, 


coach of the Australian 
Men's Olympic 2000 team. 
With World Cup qualify- 
ing games rapidly approach- 
ing next year, Santrac stated: 
“We have a lot of work ahead 
of us next year. 
“We must get our players 
to the required level neces- 
sary for us to qualify for the 
Womens World Cup in 2003. 


RICARDO MORALES: Uruguay's 


heroic World Cup 


goalscorer, teasing the crowd that he can’t hear 
them loud cheering enough his first goal against 
Australia. 


How Uruguay’s substi- 
tute Ricardo Morales must 
haye felt when he was hit 
with a yellow card after 
scoring his second goal 
against Australia last 
week? 

Being punished by the 
UAE match official for 
becoming a national hero 
for Uruguay, and off the 
bench at that. 

eeee 
mer Adelaide City and 

West Adelaide tenacious 
defender, Adrian Santrac, 
was late last week appointed 
the new Head Coach of the 
AlS/Australian Women’s 
Soccer Programme. 

Since November 2000, 
Santrac, on a_ periodical 
basis, has been in charge of 
the Womens Soccer team. 

The 43 year old has been 
installed into this coaching 
position on a fulltime basis. 

The softly spoken Santrac 
was Raul Blanco’s assistant 


“T believe that the A.LS. is 
the pre-eminent elite sport 
training institution of its type 
in the World with full 
resources and services that 
the Institute provides.” 

Our best wishes go to 
Adrian with his new assign- 
ment for the ‘Green and 
Gold’. 

eoee 

r CON CONSTAN- 

TINE, owner of the 
Newcastle United Football 
Club, last Wednesday fired 
out a communique to the 
Media following 
Australia’s once again fail- 
ure to make it to the World 
Cup Finals, 

In his communique, the 
well-meaning Mr 
Constantine, * challenged 
the Federal and State 
Governments to heavily 
contribute millions of dol- 
lars in finance to make 
absolutely certain that 
Australia qualifies for the 


Stands down with wife 

as President. Denise: up 
on the Gold’ Coast of ADRIAN SANTRAC: New Head coach for Women at 
> Queensland. ‘Als. 
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Germany 2006 World Cup. 

Sure, bucks are always 
needed for any internation- 
al sporting preparation. 
Airfares, training camps, 
ete, etc. 

However bucks alone 
will never guarantee suc- 


PETER WILSON: 
Australia's 1974 World 
Cup captain. 


Our recent World Cup 
team which heavily crashed 
against Uruguay recently, 
had been denied very little 
indeed in its assault to 
make it over the last hur- 
dle. 

The Australian ‘team, 
(and the only one), was 
given a real testing warm- 
up match against the 
World (France) 
Champions just a week 


before we met the 
Uruguayans. 
The Australian team was 


assembled and went into a 
training camp for-more 
than two weeks before the 
first leg of the Big Battle. 

It was afforded the very 
best of everything. 

More than most other 
nations had at their dispos- 
al. 

Yet to this very day, 
Australia has still only 
once, been able to make it 
to the World Cup finals as 
that magnificent squad of 
ours was able to do so just 
over 27 years ago. 

What Mr Constantine 
simply fails to comprehend, 
is that money, (or more 
precisely the lack of it), was 


not the factor that killed us 
against the South 
American enemy last week. 
Money cannot buy you 
national quality, character, 
or ability, 

Australia was totally 
outplayed in all depart- 
ments over in Montevideo. 

The 1974 Australian 
team’s finances were 
extremely poor to say the 
Teast. 

In fact there was none 
available. 

The 1974 squad enjoyed 
very few trips overseas, 
extremely sparse training 
camps were afforded, a 
very small daily player 
allowance was paid, (today- 
$157:00), plus that team 
was faced with a monstrous 
mountain to climb, to bust 
its way through to the West 
Germany Finals. 

The 1974 team’s ‘Road 
To The World Cup’ was 
ever-so much more ardu- 
ous to travel on. 

Back then Australia 
faced no Cooke Island, 
American Samoa, Tonga 
etc as ‘opponents’. 

‘Try steeper hurdles such 
as the powerful Iran and 
the very tough South Korea 
which Australia had to con- 


quer. 
And may we remind Mr 
ALL, 


Constantine, but 


a fulltime job. 
That job was NOT 
Soccer. 

Under national coach 
Rale Rasic, that legendary 
squad had to squeeze in 
sparse and very short 
training camps to get fit. 

ecco 

o Mr Constantine, that 

1974 Australian World 
Cup Soccer team did it vast- 
ly different and under vastly 
harsher prevailing condi- 
tions. 

There was no money 
available for the 1973 
Qualifiers, money to allow 
the squad the unheard of lux- 
ury of staying in a training 
for two weeks at plush, luxu- 
tious, (not to mention, 
extravagant), Five Star 
Hotels, such was the case last 
month for our current squad 
which set up its camp at 
Melbourne’s Crown Casino 
Hotel. 

To compound the 
Australian 1974 team’s diffi- 
culties in getting to the 
Finals, one must never forget 
to add another startling fac- 
tor. 

The World Cup Finals 
back in that era, were 
restricted to ONLY 16, (not 
32), nations. 

Peter Wilson’s squad 
didn’t have $20 million, $10 
million, not even $100,000 


Constantine. 

Maybe, just maybe, we 
have most unforgivingly 
overrated the quality and 
standard of our ciirrent inter- 
nationals. 

Through massive publici- 
ty, (television most of all), 
huge transfer fees paid, plus 
the mega-eamnings that our 
Euro-based players today are 
fortunate to recgive, we as a 
nation may have been gross- 
ly misguided as to their real 
individual and collective 
ability. 

Sporting tenacity, disci- 
pline and sheer quality of 
ability, cannot be gained with 
cash. 

Cash does not make play- 
ers. 

It's the other way round, 

Should there be any doubt, 
please check with John 
Eales, George Gregan, Steve 
Waugh, Adam Gilchrist, Pat 
Rafter, Lleyton Hewitt, Ian 


‘ANY fans over recent 
weeks, haye ques- 
tioned me just how well did 
I rate the players of our 
historic 1974 Australidn 
World Cup team as against 
those that recently did bat- 
tle against Uruguay? 
Keeping in mind that in 
recent weeks before 
Australia had eyen clashed 


THREE AUSTRALIAN legends from the historic Australian 1974 World Cup 


ALL, of our national play- 
ers back in 1974, were 
totally PART-TIMERS, 
nothing like our current 
Euro-based fulltime, semi- 
millionaire squad mem- 


In that magnificent 1974 
squad, EVERY player had 


CON CONSTANTINE: 
Newcastle United’s owner 
challenges Governments 

to ‘buy’ success, 


squad: Johnny Watkiss, Ernie Campbell and Ray Baartz, 


as a budget, to assist 
Australia to make Munich 
"74. 

At this stage, may I add, 
by no means were the 
Australian ’74 players pam- 
pered in travel with 
Business, or even First Class 
air-tickets like our players 
today, 

The entire team back then 
flew ‘Cattle Class’. And 
were grateful to do so, with 


no complaints. 
However, what Wilson’s 
squad did have, was 


ingrained granite-hard char- 
acter, unyielding individual 
and collective fighters, plus a 


frightening _gladiatorial 
team-spirit. 
These were the high quali- 


ty, essential ingredients that 
enabled Australia to battle its 
way through to-the 1974 
World Cup. 

Not because of bucks Mr 


with Uruguay, the 
Australian média had igno- 
rantly bombarded” the 
entire public that this cur- 
rent Australian team was 
the best-ever World Cup 
team we have ever assem- 
bled, 

Absolute rubbish, « 

This current Australian 
team one could honestly 


say, was the very best PRE- 
PARED and best 
FINANCED. 


So in answering the ini- 
tial questions fired at-me, 
allow me to repeat and 
express my honest answer 
in a very. simple manner. 

From the current 
Australian first team line- 
up, only THREE players, 
(Schwarzer, Viduka, 
Agostino), may have been 
able to fight their way into 
the 1974 Australian line- 
up. 


Just three. 

And for those of us that 
can’t remember, (or were 
too young or not around in 
1974), Australia’s historic 
line-up was: 

Goalkeeper: Reilly. 

Back-four: Utjesenovie, 
Schaefer, Wilson, Curran. 


indeed. 
supporters in Australia. 


quality Soccer. 


The answer is very simple 
We DO have millions of 
What we do not have, is 
Get the ‘product’ right, 


and the Soccer public would 
easily wipe out all other 


ecco 

T SEEMS that all is far 

from harmonious 
between some of the 
Australian World Cup 
squad and members of the 
media. 

A few weeks ago the 
Australian captain Paul 
Okon had a flare up with a 
television presenter. 


Midfield: Warren, — sporting codes. 
Richards, MacKay, Unquestionably. 
Rooney. 

Strikers: Alston, 


Buljevic. 

Added to the above 
names, Australia back then 
also boasted high quality 


players in Johnny Watkiss, 
Ray Baartz and Ernie 
Ppt 


6 Cet doesn’t rate in 
Australia’? 

That’s what we've been 
pounded with for as long as I 
care to remember, 

Well how come the Seven | és 
Network that televised Live 3 
from Montevideo the | 
Uruguay vs Australia clash 
last Monday week, recorded 
a massive 2.8 million view- fig 
ers, smashing all records in 


see 


its path? 
How was it then, that 
Sydney’s leading Radio 


Station, 2UE, for three solid 
hours last Monday and 
Tuesday, had its Switchboard 
jammed with Soccer callers? 


NSL Season Guide Book | 
Now On Sale At Clubs 


Supporters are now able to 

buy this Season’s NSL Guide 

Book through their local NSL Club, 
Copies of this most comprehensive 
publication are now on sale p 
at an NSL Club near you. 

Cost for the 2001/2002 

Guide Book is $14:95¢ (incl:GST). © 


For further enquiries contact Mr Gary Moretti 
at Soccer Australia on 02 - 9267 0799. 


FRASER PARK JETS 


SOCCER CLUB 


Is holding its trials for the 


2002 Super 
League Season 


First Grade, U21 and U19 
on Monday 3rd and 10th, 


Wednesday 5th and 12th December 
6.30pm 
Monday trial sessions at Mahony Park 
(opposite Steel Park) 
Wednesday sessions at Fraser Park 


Marrickville. 


For further information 
contact: 
Danelle Dominguez M: 0412 130 310 
Roger Jesus M: 0417 069 807 


Coaches: 
John Sentas, Ian Gillan, Ross Anton 


PAUL AGOSTINO: Australian World Cup striker. 


On arrival back from 
Montevideo at Sydney’s 
International _Airport, 
Okon had another clash 
with a journalist based in 
Sydney. 


PAUL OKON: 
Australia’s frustrated 
captain. 

Late last week a promi- 
nent Sydney journalist was 
advised through a ‘messen- 
ger’ that national coach 
Frank Farina would be no 
longer speaking to him, 

So the sad saga of 
Australian’ Soccer’s woes 
continue, off the field as 
well as on it. 

eeee 
HE PERTH GLORY last 
Saturday night at Perth 
Oval, broke the NSL record 
for the best start to a season 
by any club in the League. 

The Glory in the process 
of defeating the Parramatta 
Power 2-1, registered its 


some very Vital issues listed 
that have been listed on the 
agenda. 

Besides having to sift 
through a stack of financial 
statements and various 
reports, the Commissioners 
will almost certainly dis- 
cuss the very important 
issue of the position of 
National coach. 

The contract current 
National coach Frank 
Farina has with Soccer 
Australia, ended with our 
last game against Uruguay. 

Despite Australia having 
again failed to qualify for 
the Japan/Korea World 


By Gohn Economes 


eighth consecutive victory of 
the season to remain unde- 
feated, 

Intelligent dynamic striker 
Bobby Despotovski, nailed 
both goals for the Glory in 
the first session, the second 
from the penalty spot. 

e0ce 


FRANK FARINA: National coach may be 
re appointed. j 


oc c E R Cup Finals next year, 
S AUSTRALIA’s Board  Farina’s re appointment is 
of Commissioners will this umoured to be almost a 
Friday and Saturday hold forgone conclusion. 
urgent meetings to discuss 


Sydney University 
Soccek FoorsaLt CLuB 


Division One Premiers and Champions Season 2001 


is proud to announce its promotion to 
The NSW Soccer Federation 


SUPER LEAGUE 


This progressive and ambitious Club invites interested 
players to trial for positions in the 
Under 19s, Under 21s, and First Grade Squads 
for Season 2002 


Selection trials will be held at Wentworth Park, 
No/'s 2 and 3, Cnr Wentworth Park Road and Pyrmont Bridge 
Road, Ultimo on Sundays 9th and 16th December at 9.00am 
Please arrive ready to play at the designated times 


Coaching Staff: Stewart Porter (Head Coach), 
Cristian Ibarra (U21’s) and Ben Clarke (U19‘s) 


ABSW ($} 


BOBBY DESPOTOVSKI: Scored both of Glory’s 
goals last Saturday. 


MACARTHUR bistRict | 
SOCCER FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION INC. 


St Helens Par! 
i 6 ee a 7, 00pm Start 


All trialists are to arrive ready to play, 
Head Coach — Hugh McCrory. 
For further details contact the Rams Office 
on (02) 4625 1333 
During Office Hours 9.30am-4.30pm Mon.-Fri. 


INTER LIONS 


SOCCER CLUB (Inc) — CONCORD 


NSWSF SELECTION TRIALS 
— SEASON 2002 


Join Us Now!!! 


FREE REGO 


Womens 

State League — U19's & 1st Grade 
Mens 

Federation — Div 3 — 4st & Res Grade 4.30pm 


Greenlees Park, lan Parade — Concord 
All Players Selected Will Receive 
Tracksuit Jacket, Bag, Jersey, Socks, Shorts 


2.30pm 


Contact For Enquiries 


Larry Musolino © 0412 500 096 
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Adelaide City Force 


By Alan Clark 


outh Melbourne 

came from behind for 

its 2-1 win oyer 
Adelaide City Force at Bob 
Jane Stadium on a wet 
Sunday evening that will 
do a lot of good for South’s 
humerous youngsters, and 
give the club heart for the 
games to come. 

Nikola Sabaljak netted 
early for Adelaide City, but 
Patrick Kisnorbo levelled 
midway through the second 
half, and Joe Bacak convert- 
ed a penalty nine minutes 
from time for the win. 

Adelaide's Coach Zoran 
Matic declined to attend the 
post-match media confer- 
ence, detailing assistant 
coach Sergio Melta as 
spokesperson instead, 

“(Zoran’s) a bit upset 
about the team performance 
to say the least,” said Melta. 


Joe Bacak: Scored South's winner from the spot. 


Football Kingz = 2 


Northern Spirit 


4000-strong Ericsson 

Stadium crowd went 

hope crest-fallen after 
seeing Football Kingz throw 
away all three points on Friday 
night, falling 3-2 to a rampag- 
ing Northern Spirit. 

The game burst into life in the 
46th minute when Spirit's prolific 
Pablo Cardozo scored the opener 
from 4 Robbie Enes cornerkick. 
The ball was badly misjudged by 
Kingz’ impressive keeper 
Michael Theoklitos, and it fell to 
Julian Watts who centred for 
Cardozo, allowing the dangerous 
striker to slam home from inside 
the six-yard box. 

‘The Kingz then had their best 
Spell of the game when George 
Goutzoulis smashed a stunning 
goal from 40 metres —a sure can- 
didate for goal-of-the-season, 
Buzzing Andy Vlahos’ corner 
was cleared away by Spirit’s fine 
defender Simon Bell, but only as 
far as Goutzioulis, who standing 
25 metres out hit a thunderous 
first time volley that swerved late 
giving Spirit's stunned goalie 
Lupce Acevski little chance, 

Soon after, a superb run and 
cross by Andy Viahos set up Paul 
Urlovie up for another great 
Kingz’ goal set for their first 
home win of the season, the 
Kingz were surprisingly taken 
apart by tireless Spirit striker 
Ryan Griffiths who scored two 
great goals from headers, 

Griffiths’ goals came in the 
final 10 minutes and effectively 


3 


consigned the Kingz to another 
loss just when they looked like 
recording their home debut win. 

On both occasions, Griffiths 
got in front of his markers inside 
the box, to head home pin-point 
crosses from influential winger, 
Scott Thomas. 


2 


start. 


to goal. 


exposed. 


period. 


Kingz’ coach Kevin Fallon, his 
defence didn’t obviously take 
heed of Griffiths equaliser and 
when Thomas crossed again from 
the left three minutes later, 
Griffiths raced in to glide his 
header past a stunned Theoklitos. 

Kevin Fallon’s first two games 
has now failed to turn the team’s 
fortunes around. His decision to 
pulloff Kingz’ best player on the 
park, Andy Vlahos when they 
were heading for a share of the 
spoils, as well as goalscorer John 
Markovski clearly bemused the 
Auckalnd fans and puts his con- 


Pablo Cardozo: Opened scoring for Spirit. 


Just when the fans appear set- 
fled to the fact that their side were 
in control, they relaxed and 
Griffiths pounced in the 80th 
minute to glide his header past 
‘Theoklitos. 

Tf that wasn’t bad enough for 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — DECEMBER,4, 2001 3 


tinued stay in serious jeopardy. 

It was however just reward for 
Spirit’s coach, Mickey Hickman 
who was forced to see out the rest 
of the game in the dressing room 
after being sent-off by the referee 
for dissent in the second half. 


Adelaide opened the scor- 
ing before ten minutes had 
passed, and it was a goal that 
looked on from the game’s 


Carl Veart sent across a 
diagonal ball which carried 
the South defensive line and 
fell kindly for Aurelio 
Vidmar, but 
Sabljak who was slightly 
wider and with a clearer path 


Vidmar left it and Sabljak 
crashed his shot high into the 
net from seven metres with 
Michael Petkovic hopelessly 


Alex Moreira brought out ter. 
a fine low save from 
Petkovic after a storming run 
down the inside left channel 
just before the break. 

After having survived the 
first-half onslaught, South 
Melbourne pulled its way 
back into the game and 
deservedly equalised when 
Kisnorbo headed in from 
Steve Panopoulos’ corner 
midway through the second 


And referee Con Diomis 
spotted a hand-ball from 
Aurelio Vidmar as a corner 
came in, awarding the spot- 
kick «duly converted by 


Bacak with just ten anxious 
minutes remaining. 

“This was a do-or-die 
game for us,” said Melta. 


“We came here for three 


points.” 


better for 


“We probably had enough 
chances to win three or four 
games,” said Melta. 

“It should have been 
wrapped up in the first half.” 

“Adelaide were much the 


better team in the first half,” 


Kieevic. 


said South coach Eddie 


“(But) in the second half 
we showed much better 


determination and charac- 


‘one away as well. 


four vital 
Krneevic. 


“J must take my hat off to 
Petkovic. He made three or 
saves,” 


“If he’s_not in the same 
league as the boys that are 
playing overseas — he’s just 
a world-class goalkeeper.” 


Petkovic had pulled off an 
amazing double save imme- 
diately after Kisnorbo’s lev- 
eller, when Moreira’s cross 
was backheeled at the six- 
yard line by Luke Pantelis, 
then Vidmar snatched at the 
rebound near the far-post 
only for Petkovic to turn that 


commenced when 
said 


Parramatta Power 


Marconi Stallions 1 


ine-man _ Newcastle 

United battled to a hard- 

fought 1-1 draw with 
Marconi Stallions on Saturday 
night in a brave, determined 
display which preserved their 
unbeaten record in the ongoing 
season. 

The visitors trudged-on for 
most of the second half with nine- 
men, to keep its unbeaten run 
after nine games. 

“Ironically, it was the 
Novacastrians that took a surprise 
lead in the 31st minute through 


Joel Griffiths when he conyerted 
after Marconi’s busy goalkeeper 
Michael Turnbull could only 
parry Matthew Bingley’s free 
kick in the 31st minute. 

Four minutes after the break 
though, United suffered a double 
-blow when Kevo Gulessarian 
beat Chris Zoricich and Andy 
Roberts to steera low shot in off 
the far post, Zoricich argued that 
Gulesserian pushed him as he 
‘went for the ball. 

Referee Matthew Breeze had 
however had enough and immedi- 


Michael Petkovic: Kept South in the game with 
crucial saves. 

Fausto De Amicis has had 

an eventful fortnight with 

South Melbourne which 


the South Melbourne Youth 
League teams before his 
recall to the senior team this 


he — week. 
declined to play against 
after 
being passed over for the 
captaincy, then being sen- 
tenced to play the following 
week with the most junior of 


Indeed, De Amicis’ return 
from the cold was marked 
with the pre-match presenta- 
tion of an award to mark~his 
150th game for South. 


ately showed him a second yel- 
low card which obviously sent 
him on his way from the field. 

Hero, Griffiths later turned yil- 
lain when he depleted his side by 
being sent-off for unnecessarily 
assaulting Marconi’s deep-play- 
ing defender, Angelo Costanzo, 

Despite the loss of Zoricich, 
Neweastle was still holding 
Marconi at bay fairly comfortably 
when Griffiths inexplicably 
lashed out Angelo Costanzo, who 
attempting a clearance and 
Breeze had hesitation in showing 
the United striker a straight red 
card. 

Mareoni,.as has been the hall- 
mark of their game all season- 
long, were unable to break- 
through the United's rearguard |. 
and the draw will give Newcastle 
plenty to expect against high-tid- 
ing Perth Glory this weekend, 


Goalmouth action in the game between Marconi and Newcastle. 


By Glenn Davis 


lympic Sharks’ coach Gary 

Phillips showed the calm some 

of his players couldn’t manage 
in the aftermath of his 10-man outfit’s 
1-0 loss to the Brisbane Strikers at 
Ballymore on Saturday. 

In another wake-up call for John 
Kosmina’s side, the Brisbane Strikers 
cemented third place on the ladder with a 
38th minute goal from Brazilian mid- 
fielder Fernando Rech who glanced a 
shot past keeper Clint Bolton after a cor- 
net was flicked on by Paul Foster. 

The match winner only came after the 
Sharks were reduced to ten men when 
midfielder Nick Carle was marched in 
the 25th minute by referee Brett Hugo 
for a crude over the ball tackle on 
Striker’s Richie Alagich which sparked a 
near all-in brawl. 

Kosmina conceded after the game, the 
Strikers were disgraceful and didn’t 
deserve the win, which put them four 
points clear of the Sydneysiders. 

While many at Ballymore believed 
Hugo’s decision was justified, Phillips 
was seething after the game with some of 
Hugo’s decisions but kept a lid on his 
true feelings. 

“Tt wasn't a spiteful game and the. 
eree made the decision at the tim 
Phillips said. 

“Tt wasn’t the only decision. I thought 
there were several others contentious 
‘ones on the night. 

“Overall 1 was happy with our effort 


Sydney United 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


ydney United claimed its sec- 

ond victory this year with a 

well deserved 2-1 win against 
sister club Melbourne Knights on a 
humid Sydney, Sunday night. 

Tt was the Knights who struck first 
in the 10th minute through live-wire 
striker Toto Da Costa. Zippy midfield- 
er Andy Vargas played a great ball to 
Da Costa, who was unmarked in the 
box to slot the ball easily past new 
United recruit Vilson Knezevic. 

Former Croatian international 
Aljosa Asanovic did create many 
chances for Culina’s men in the first 
half with some world-class distribu- 
tion. The 36-year-old inspired the 
United midfield with some clever foot- 
work, which always kept the Knights 
players on their toes. 

The Knights had their moments in 
the first half with Australian Socceroo 
Steve Horvat going close in numerous 
occasions as did ever-ready striker Joel 
Porter. 

The Bravehearts never say die atti- 
tude came to place just before half 
time, after a controversial penalty was 
awarded to the home side. Knights 
captain/coach Andrew Marth was 
adjudged to have pushed Paul 
Bilokapic in the back, from an 
Asanovic free kick. 

Kiwi referee Derek Rugg awarded 


Brisbane Strikers - 
Olympic Sharks 0 


but it’s the same story every game when 
we concede from a set piece.” 

Carle’s send off was the turning point 
in the game as up to then the home side 
had only one shot on target when Kris 
Trajanovski blasted wide after Paul 
Foster laid back a cross from Shane 
Steffanuto. 

Joe Spiteri, a one time striking partner 
with Mark Viduka at Melbourne 
Knights, signalled the visitor’s intentions 
in the 5th minute after a powerful header 
was saved off the legs of keeper Jason 
Kearton. 

Kearton had a busy night having one 
attempt in the 11th minute from Carle 
rebound off him towards the by-line 
enabling Tom Pondeljak to blast a fol- 
low up shot, which Kearton managed to 
tip over the crossbar. 

Six minutes later Pondeljak set up 
Jeromy Harris, one of four former 
Brisbane Strikers’ in the Sharks’ starting 
line-up, who struck a powerful shot 
which Kearton parried over the crossbar, 

After weathering the early storm from 
the visitors in the humid conditions, 
Bolton pulled off a point blank save to 
deny Trajanoyski on the half hour, 

The Sharks had some luck of their 
‘own ten minutes from the break when 
defender Lindsay Wilson misdirected a 
header back to his keeper Bolton but 
miraculously the ball bounced off the 
upright into the keeper’s waiting arms. 

The Strikers could have eased some of 
the constant pressure and driven the nail 
into the Sharks’ coffin in the 74th minute 
after Hugo awarded a penalty after sub- 


2 


e 
Melbourne Knights 1 


the spot-kick to the home side, where 
Ante Milicic converted easily to bring 
United back on level terms. 

‘The second half saw United take the 


Ante Milicic: Brought United on level 
teams with an equaliser. 


John Kosmina: “We didn’t 
deserve to win.” 
stitute Troy Halpin brought down 
Lawrence Drake in the box. 

However, the normally reliable Foster 
struck a poor attempt enabling Bolton to 
save off his legs. 

Although happy with the result, 
Kosmina may have a worrying problem 
on his hands after Rech was once again 
replaced by Drake in the 59th minute. 
“Fernando wasn't getting much joy 
out there so I took him off,” Kosmina 
said. 

Rech has been a shining light since his 
arrival at the Strikers’ last season, but has 
been substituted a few times this year as 
he comes to terms with being a marked 
man from opposing sides. 

Kosmina believed Carle's send off 
and the humid conditions might have 
contributed to the Strikers’ below par 
performance, 

“We're not being positive enough 
when we should be, “ he said. 

“It’s always pretty hard to play against 
ten men.” 


’ 


early advantage with a number of 
attacking moves, it was evident that the 
half-time change of Steve Horvat did 
hurt the Melbourne side. The Socceroo 
rolled his ankle towards the end of the 
first half and was replaced at half time. 

The Knights had a golden opportu- 
nity to reinforce their lead in the 70th 
minute when Joel Porter’s cracking 
shot just outside the 6-yard-box, was 
sayed brilliantly by Knezevic. 
‘The Bravehearts however, had the 
Jast laugh, as Ante Mi 
his second of the match in the 
Tith minute with a well-taken 
goal. The striker started it all with 
a great one-two with Marusic, 
who played a delightful back heel 
to Milicic, who knocked the ball 
past Martin John to earn United 
three valuable points. 

Joel Porter always looked 
threatening for the visiting side, 
as did midfielders Andy Vargas, 
Tyan Jolic and Andrew Marth. 
The latter was also replaced inthe 
‘78th minute with a damaged ham- 
string, which could sideline the 
captain for up to two weeks. 

United played some wonderful 
attacking football with players 
such as Asanovic and Marusic 
holding the midfield well. 
Youngster Nahuel Arrarte also 
starred covering many yards for 
the home side. Vince Savoca, 
Ivan Zelic and Michael Cunico 
also played a commanding role in 
the back and hung on to take the 
match in front of the 4185 specta- 
tors at the Sydney United Sports 
Centre. 


Perth Glory 


Parramatta Power od 


By Richard Kreider 


T vr scene is well and truly set for 
next Friday’s first versus second 
showdown at Newcastle United’s 

Marathon Stadium following Perth 

Glory’s remarkable record breaking 2-1 

win against Parramatta Power over the 

weekend. 

‘The hard-fought victory was the eighth 
from as many starts for the all-conquering 
Glory side, which eclipses the record of 
seven, set in season 1994/95 by the 
Melbourne Knights. 

Glory also celebrated its sixth year in the 
National Soccer League competition with 
the one millionth fan coming through the 
Perth Oval turnstiles.They now meet 
Newcastle 
away in a 
much-antici- 
pated, top-of- 
the-table 
encounter, 
which could 
very well see 
the Perth side 
take a strangle- 
hold on the 
league table if 
they are able to 
make it nine 


arguably, one 
the best exhi- 
bitions of fast, 
end-to-end 
football played 
this season and 
coach Dave 
Mitchell 
would be feel- 
ing a little hard 


comes here and tries to play like Parramatta 
did, Even when they went2-0 down, they 
didn’t drop their heads. They came back to 
make it 2-1 then all of a sudden it was a dif- 
ferent ball game.” “Plus, it makes exciting 
football for the spectators,” @’ Avray ended, 

“J thought we playedssome pretty good 
stuff tonight, especially in the first half,” 
said Perth’s match captain Jason Petkovie. 
“We lost our way a bit after conceding a 
goal but all credit to the boys; they hung in 
there and came away with the result.” 

‘The game began at an electric pace with 
the Glory making the first breakthrough 
after just four minutes into the match, when 
Matt Horsley’s right-side centre was only 
half-cleared toward Despotovski, who 
wasted no time in firing the ball past Les 
Pogliacomi from 18 metres directly in 


done-by not 


coming aWaY Bobby Despotovski: Opened scoring for the Glory in the 4th 


from the game 

with a point; 

especially after a questionable penalty 
decision that didn’t go his way. The late 
withdrawal of his captain Alex Tobin, who 
was injured the day before the match and 
creative midfielder Lubo Lapsansky with 
personal responsibilities certainly didn’t 
make his task any easier either. 

“It was very disappointing to give Perth 
a one-nil start after four minutes because it 
was always going to be difficult after that,” 
said Mitchell. 

“But what didn’t help was the penalty 
decision. OK, maybe later on in the game 
you had a call for one, but I felt Les got 
there with his hand, made a solid save and 
the boy fell over.” 

“That was disappointing to get a soft 
penalty, because to then go two-nil down 
against the Glory after fourteen minutes 
made it very hard for us.” 

Meanwhile, Glory coach Mich d’Avray 
was full of praise for his opposition’s 
approach to the game. 

“What a difference between tonight and 
two weeks ago,” said Glory coach Mich 
d’Avray, who was comparing the man-to- 
man marking strategy of the Melbourne 
Knights and the all-out attacking attitude of 
the Power. 

“Tt makes a big difference when a team 


» VAUSTRALIAN -AND- BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY + DECEMBER:4;2001 


minute. 


front. < 

Glory continued to attack the Power goal 
through a 13th minute glancing header 
from Scott Miller which was scrambled 
away by Peter Bennett before a 
Despotoyski through-ball two minutes lafer 
sent Michael Garcia _goalbound. 
Pogliacomi appeared to have made a direct 
attempt to block the ball but‘teferee Eddie 
Lennie awarded a spot-kick after seeing 
Garcia fall across the goalkeeper’s out- 
stretched arms. 

Just when it seemed Glory would run 
away with the match, Power reduced the 
deficit after 26 minutes when Zlatko 
Arambasie finished off some smart inter- 
ception work and a quality defence-pierc- 
ing pass from John Buonayoglia. 

In the 73rd minute, Power's Steve 
Fitzsimmons was at the other end clearing 
a goalbound strike from Garcia and strong 
penalty claims from most of the 12,247 
crowd were ignored seven minutes before 
the end of -regulation time when 
Pogliacomi flattened man-of-the-match 
Matt Horsley during an aerial challenge. 

The final scoring opportunity fell to 
Glory substitute Alistair Edwards in the 
second minute of injury time, only to lose 
out to the agility of the Power ‘“xeeper. 
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Perth Glory 


take all 


games 
seriously 


- Alan Vest 


By Tim Caimakamis 


n a strict timetable 
‘to return to the air- 
port following their 


match against Northern 
Spirit in Sydney, experi 
enced Perth Glory Assistant 
Coach, Alan 
Vest, was able to 
enlighten us on his 


well-pleased with our perfor- 
mance,” said Alan sitting next 
to a shining new Bank West 
Trophy. With Bank West spon- 
soring both clubs, they have 
instigated a new trophy to be 
played for, each time Perth 
takes on the Spirit. 
With the intention to play a 
3-5-2 formation, 
the wide midfield- 
ers dropped back 


views on the AL forma 
paca _ om r basic five- 
exclusive A es 
chat for i. Ee 
ABSW. ie pirit 

“Te wasia lominated 


good all-round workman like 
performance, as we kept at it 


possession, 
“Yes our defenders were 


and defended well. We are deeper, but they still went for- 


ward when they had too. The 
three central defenders were 
very solid; we defended the 
best we have done as a unit 
(this season), tonight” reflect- 
ed Alan. 

“To be fair, they never real- 
ly got in behind us. They 
played (the ball) in front of us 
and their slow build-up helped 
us,” said a satisfied assistant 
coach. 

Perth were instructed to get 
behind the ball at every oppor- 
tunity and defend in numbers. 
This counteracted Spirit’s 
intricate style of play and 
Spirit found it hard to pry- 
open the Glory’s defence, for 
when they did, Perth had 
many willing players in cover. 


This was no more evident, 
as there were a couple of goal- 
mouth scrambles and of the 
fact that the Spirit were 
resigned to shooting from a 
distance. 

On his potent strike force of 


Robbie Despotovski and 
Damian Mori, they have 
developed a  tremendoys 
understanding of each other, 
especially their running off the 
ball and off each other-a factor 
not readily noticeable on TV. 


A 
a 


Perth Glory players celebrating one o' 


f their numerous goals in the NSL: “Bobbie Despotovski (third left) and Damien Mori (left) have developed a 


tremendous understanding of each other”. 
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Alan Vest: “Its (absolutely) fantastic and we want to stay ... at the fop”. 


“Both worked_very hard; 
they are only going to get so 
many chances; they played 
their parts well”, stated Vest. 

Alan was delighted with the 
freekick scored by Brad 
Maloney to get on the score- 
board. “Yes fantastic; that’s 
three he’s scored this year, 
(and) it’s nice when you (the 
team) can get a few from mid- 
field”. 

Perth remain at the top of 
the table and have set the stan- 
dard for the competition as 
they are the sole team with a 
full compliment of points, and _ 
have equalled the record of ~ 
seven straights wins at the 
start of the season set by the 
Melbourne Knights in 1994- 
95: 

“Tts (absolutely) fantastic 
and we want to stay there”, 
said the proud Club 
spokesman, 5 : 

Along with Newcastle, Perth 
are the only undefeated teams 
in the League,’ setting up a” 
tough encounter ina fortnight. 

“We treat every game as a 
tough match, even tonight we 
anticipated a tough match-and 
got it; against the Power next 
week it will be tough as well, 
and then United”, said Alan 
Vest, who was the original 
mentor of Newcastle’s first 
NSL club in 1978-(Newcastle 
KB.) 
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Brett Emerton: Performed poorly against Uruguay. 


Dear Sir, 

Tam writing about the overrated players in the 
Socceroos squad. Firstly they lost to Uruguay cos 
they thought they could defend for 90 minutes 
against a quality team. It turned out they were in 
for a surprise. 


A PRAYER 
FOR MUSCAT 


Dear Sir, 

I just hope Wolverhampton 
Wanderers get promotion to the 
English Premier League next season, 
then we shall see what Ke 

uscat is made of. 
D. Gardne 
Hampton Park. VIC. 


Dear Sir, 
It would seem that 
Australian Soccer has now 


problem with profile and in 
four years, Australians will 
once again rally behind the 


support and a midnight TV 
timeslot. Clubs which do not 
have broad-based appeal 


hit a new low if you listen to Socceroos just like they have such as Adelaide City, 
the fair weather Soccer fans. always done. This setback Marconi Stallions, Mel- 
Whether we qualified for the will only make us more bourne Knights, Olympic 


World Cup or not, I do not 
believe this has any bearing 
on the local game. 

The Socceroos have no 


Brett Emerton did nothing in both games and 
every one thought he played well. 

Brett who plays his football in Holland for 
Feyernoord should have been taken-off in the 
game in Montevideo, 

Farina saw he wasn’t doing nothing. True, he 
made some runs but nothing happened. Wow, he 
once made French defender, Bixente Lizarazu look 
like a “goose” when they played against each other 
recently in the Champions League, but that was 
then. Emerton in both games was pulling out the 
party tricks but none really worked. 

Another overrated player is Clayton Zane. 
Everyone thinks he is good because he scored the 
winner against France in the Confederations Cup. 
“Wow”, that was only one game buddie. When he 
played for the Spirit he didn’t do nothing. All he 
can do is hold the ball up. 

How come Mile Sterjovski didn’t get a chance to 
show his capabilities? He is rocking with Lille and 
played Champions League Soccer, but can’t get a 
start in the Socceroos. 

I thought Sterjovski would have been better on 


determined 
Germany in 2006. 

The local game has no 
major sponsor, low crowd 


OVERRATED STARS COST US! 


Sharks, South Melbourne 
and Sydney United have no 
place in a structured league 
which is based on the princi- 


to get to 


the right then Emerton. Sterjovski is very underrat- 
ed, he is a quality player. 

Lastly I think Farina should have played with a 
sweeper. He saw Uruguay was pinging long balls 
for Da Silva to run onto and he even saw them 
score one like that. Why didn’t he play with a 
sweeper? 

‘The sweeper would have covered those balls 
and also the stoppers who aren’t the fastest. Steve 
Horvat would have done the job. He’s been in 
excellent form in the NSL. Why wasn’t he given 
the opportunity? = 

It doesn’t matter anymore now, cos Australia 
can wait another four years till the next qualifica- 
tions series , and let them appoint Graham Amold 
coach. He will take them to the World Cup (jok- 
ing). Seriously, I think that Soccer Australia should 
appoint a well-known Overseas Coach like a 
Marcello Lippi, Anceloti, Alex Ferguson, Arsene 
Wenger or Coupet... Probably then we might have 
a chance of making the World Cup. 

Burim Sulemani, 
Dandenong, VIC. 


Australians turned out in their thousands to cheer the Socceroos in the recent World Cup 
campaign. 


IN SEARCH OF ANSWERS 


pal of geographical repre- Clubs must be established 


sentation and appealing to all to represent their city or 
people. region and everything about 
‘Some think that this is a the club must reflect that, 


racist viewpoint but as 
an Australian of Italian 

heritage, | don’t think #— 
I could be accused / 
of racism. 


the alternative is to keep 
>, doing what ae have 
been doing since 1977 
and in 2010, we can 
keep having the 


What might be 4 same discussion 
good for the / about the hope- 
Croatian, less state of the 


Greek and NSL, the 
Italian com- never end- 
munities is ing story. 

not necessarily in the best Gary Cerulli, 


interests of Australian Soccer 
and its development and pro- 
motion at club level. 


CHEERS, GREEN 
AND GOLD ARMY 


Oatlands, NSW. 


Dear Sir, Something I saw in# 
Being one of the ever Melbourne last’ Tuesday 
diminishing band of older (match day) _ greatly 


fans failure to qualify for the 
World Cup finals has 
become almost routine. 
However this time I some- 
how deluded myself into 
believing that on the law of 
averages and factors, qualifi- 
cation was achievable. 


impressed me, The tens of 
thousands of most young 
passionate Soccer fans from 
all over Australia that made 
us a very substantial nuntber 
of the 85,000 crowd. 

They were very much 
mainstream Australia, not 
unlike AFL or Rugby 
League crowds and very 
unlike the old stereotype 
Soccer fans who used to 
attend Socceroo matches in 
the seventies and eighties in 
much smaller numbers. 

1 think it would be very 
timely and good for Oz 
Soccer if the organisers of 
the Green and Gold army 
seriously considered becom- 
ing an Australia wide inde- 
pendent Soccer supporters 
association and harness this 
great passion these people 
have for Soccer, 

There are alot of things a 
strong and yocal supporters 
association can do to 
enhance Oz between now 
and the next-World Cup 
campaign. 

People especially in num- 
bers do make a difference 
even more so if they are a 
united and vocal group. 

Soccer administrators 
come and go the problems 
that afflict Oz Soccer remain 


Dear Sir, 

Another World Cup; another 
debacle; more excuses; FIFA’s 
fault; winner of Oceania should 
be automatic finalists. 

Whose kidding who? We 
beat Fiji, American Samoa ete 
and yet cannot take on the best 
in the world. Shades of the joke 
that is the Rugby League World 
Cup. 

Not enough practice match- 
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es? Simple solution; base part 
of Soccer Australia in Europe, 
no excuses for participation of 
overseas players to travel thou- 
sands of miles for grades. 
Players would get together ona 
regular basis, we would not 
have the problem of stars like 
Kewell having four years 
between rep games and 50% of 
the team not knowing each 
other if they met in the street. 


mostly unattended. A vocal 
lobby group of Soccer fans 
demanding “accountability” 
from Soccer administrators 
is something disparately 
needed and long overdue. 
Green and Gold Army 
supporters. this is your 
chance to become a lobby 
group and make things hap- 
pen in Oz Soccer instead of 


Australia too far away to 
attract first class opposition? 
Sorry fellas, a problem not easy 
to solve unless we could con- 
tract the gentle man who 
designed this planet and ask 
him to forge his day off and 
move this place to somewhere 


in the middle of the waiting daphne: 
Mediterranean. R. Melor, 
Vic Heath, Bondi. NSW. 

Duffy. ACT. 


By Allan Crisp 
MIXED VIEWS ON 
ROOS 
oF 


io borrow a phrase from that great 
stand-up comic, Brian Doyle, “I 
worry a lot,” 
My particular concern centres on the 
knee jerk reaction to the Socceroos World 
Cup elimination at the hands of Uruguay 
in their ancient Estadio Centenario. 

Granted, the home team gave Australia 

the full monty treatment in Montevideo, 
And granted that the 3-0 scoreline was the 
worst World Cup defeat inflicted on 
Australia since the Socceroos crashed to 
‘West Germany in Munich during the 1974 
finals. 
But, the caustic comments aired on 
Adelaide radio by talk back tormentors 
gave those who did not watch the game in 
this State the impression that Australia 
‘was neyer in the hunt, 

The overnight experts heaped abuse on 
the Socceroo players, the coach Frank 
Farina and the sport of soccer in general, 
venting a passion that almost rivalled the 
fervour of the South American supporters. 

Putting the happenings of the fateful 
match into perspective, my view is that 
the three-goal margin failed to truly 
reflect the result. 

Uruguay deserved its lead through the 
brilliance of Dario Silva and when 
Ricardo Morales nodded home the per- 
fectly flighted free kick from Alvaro 
Recoba, the home team was in the box 
seat, 

By the time Uruguay scored its charity 
third goal Australia had thrown caution to 
the wind as it chased the elusive away 
goal that could still have carried it to the 


land of the rising sun. 

At that crucial stage, Farina was left 
‘with no option but to replace two defend- 
ers with strikers, while the home coach 
Victor Pua did exactly the opposite in 
halting Australia’s charge of the Light 
Brigade. 

There can be no dispute that Uruguay, 
toughened by its 18 previous World Cup 
program, had the team game to triumph 
‘over Australia, which, by comparison, 
played a sparse six matches, fielding vast- 
ly different line-ups. 

Taking matters into account, how dif- 
ferent might it have been had Brett 
Emerton put away that second minute 
chance? 

If's and but’s aside, the opposing 
coaches summed up thus —“I said we had 
to score today, but we just didn’t take our 
chances,” Farina said. 

Less accurately, Pua gloated, “We real- 
ly opened up our game. We were saving 
all our goals for today.” 

Nothing that anyone can say can wipe 
the tears from the eyes of the Australian 
players after yet another World Cup 
dream was shattered. 

There is no known cure for the malady 
that takes four long years of strenuous 
effort before it develops into a sickness of 
the heart. 

Like their coach, the Socceroos would 


Richard Morales: Architect of Australia’s defeat in Montevideo. 


be fully aware of their shortcomings on a 
demanding day against a determined 
opponent. 

While those aforementioned radio talk- 
back callers were less than complemen- 
tary or accurate with their assumptions, 
the thoughts of the Uruguayan soccer 
writers on the game could bring some 
cheer to the Australian players. 

El Pais columnist Jorge Savia wrote, 
“The changes manager Victor Pua made 
in the second half proved vital just as 
Australia was pressing hard and looking 
likely to score an equaliser at any 
moment.” 

“Australia did much more in the strug- 
gle than what the ample final score sug- 
gests. 

“But for a couple of prodigious stops 
by Uruguay goalkeeper Fabian Carini — 
one in each half ; to frustrate headers by 
Kewell and Skoko, and also several clear 
opportunities to score, that the visitors 
wasted almost incredibly, the story could 
very well haye been different. 

“Uruguay lost rhythm, cohesion and 
control in the first 20 minutes of the sec- 
ond half,” Savia wrote. 

The El Observador newspaper reported 
thus, “Uruguay deserved to win because 
Australia did not defend well and 
Australia was lucky they did not go to the 
break two goals down.” 


But the paper said the Australians 
improved greatly in the first 20 minutes of 
the second half and that Uruguay should 
be grateful to goalkeeper Carini for quali- 
fying. 

La Republica concentrated more on the 
emotional aspect of the drama, reporting, 
“The Australian players and the few 
Australian fans at the stadium reacted 
with tears, disappointment, anguish and 
suffering once the match was over.” 

‘There is no need to tell that to Tony 
Vidmar, the only survivor of the Socceroo 
squad which last lost a World Cup quali- 
fying match in South America — 0-1 to 
Argentina in Buenos Aires in 1993. 

Vidmar has been the victim of three 
such calamitous conclusions to Australian 
bids for soccer's holy-grail. 

The third final straw on Monday, 
November 26, 2001 was too much for the 
strong man to endure as, indeed, it was for 
most of his team-mates. 


ONE FOR RIPLEY 

wn. a refreshing change it is for the 

manager of an overseas club to rec- 
ommend one of his players for national 
team selection. 

Scottish Premier League club 
Livingston boss Jim Leishman has been 
reported as saying he would be contacting 
Soccer Australia to inform them he 
believes his Aussie Stuart Lovell should 
be still wearing the green and gold of this 
country. 

Leishman wants Socceroo coach Frank 
Farina to consider recalling Lovell, who 
has played twice for Australia — against 
Kuwait and South Korea. 

“Stuart Lovell has been tremendous 
both on and off the park.” Leishman said. 

“He has been absolutely fantastic as a 
captain for Livingston Football Club. “He 
is a great talker, a great-motivator on the 
park — and I would rate him one of the 
best professional players 1 have ever 
worked with. 


“It’s nothing I can take credit for. “All-w 


I have done is change his position from a 
wide position to a central midfield posi- 
tion and given him more responsibility. 

“He's done both jobs brilliantly and 
deserves a lot of credit. I can’t understand 
why Stuart is not involved with Australia 
just now.” 


PLAYFORD PLANS 


jlayford Patriots media guru Jan Luker 
is keen to bridge the generation gap at 
Ramsay Park. 

He is hoping through, ABSW, to contact 
as many past Elizabeth,City players as 
possible, who strutted their stuff for the 
club during the 70's and 80's. 

Luker plans to set up a past players 
association in order to bring extra support 
and expertise to the new Playford club. 

Once contacts have been established a 
meeting will be arranged when discussion 
will be enhanced with drinks and nibbles. 

The hard working publicity man also is 
seeking anyone who has any SA Soccer 
Year Books from 1957-1967 to add to his 
collection. 

Tan Luker can be contacted on 
8259.7012 


SPEEDY SOCCER 


muta One and football are worlds 
wt, but British race car drivers 
Nigel Mansell and Damon Hill could be 
tempted out of retirement to participate in 
a proposed race involving soccer clubs, 
Robin Webb, operations director for 
Premier] Grand Prix, has reportedly 
approached the 1992 and 1996 champions 
to compete in the event which would 
house 24 intemational clubs in a 10-race 
series, at first, with each having one driver 
ina car painted in the colours of the club. 
Leeds United and Benfica were the 
first soccer clubs to confirm, while 
Juventus and Manchester United are cur- 
rently being wooed, 


PATCHY WOLVES OVERRUN 


e Wollongong Wolves last 
week played a valuable friendly 
match against NSW State League 

outfit Bonnyrigg White Eagles at the 
Serbian Centre in Sydney. 

The Wollongong-based side, who are 
NSL defending champions 


next 
visit to 


Stuart Young: Scored twice in the friendly 
encounter. 


utilised their free weekend to Saturday's 


hone the side into perfect 
shape, in a bid to save their 
season, which has started on 
a near-disastrous note. 

The Wolves ran out 3-2 win- 
ners as coach Ron Corry tried a 
several different formations and 
personnel in a bid to find a winning “S 
formula for the NSL. 

Striker Stuart Young bagged a brace, 
Tony Perinich scoring the other. For the 


Queensland for the game 
against the Brisbane Strikers. 
Castro will play in tomorrow 

nights Youth League match 
at Brandon Park in his first 

Outing since his hernia opera- 


tion. 

Souris, on the other hand is yet to 
resume full training and in reality is a 
long shot to be back in contention for 
next weekend. 


BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES 


Wolves, Perth youngster Greg Sharland 
looked promising down the left flank and 
the team played some good football, par- 
ticularly in the first period. 

Injured Wolves duo George Souris and 
Alex Castro were hopeful of being avail- 
able for selection for 


Tony Perinich: Wolves’ new striker. 
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Knights to make Tassie 


their 


By Bert van Bedaf 


he Melbourne Knights 
| intend to make Tasmania 
their second home. 
Knights director John Ovycaric 
revealed the national league 
club’s intentions after confirm- 
ing it would play its round 20 
match, on February 23, against 
Perth Glory in Launceston. 

The Knights cannot play the 
match at home after last season’s 
violent scenes with Perth during a 
finals game and they have settled 
for Tasmania, where there is con- 
siderable Croatian support and a 
keen soccer following. 

The match will be played at York 
Park at 7.30pm. There will be a 
curtain raiser between a Tasmanian 
U23 side and the Knights youth 
team strengthened with some 
senior squad players. 

The Knights are very up-beat 
about going to the apple isle. With 
a population of about 400,000, 
Australia’s smallest state is often 
overlooked. But the Knights are 
determined to light the soccer 
flame even brighter in the island 
State where the game has a thriv- 
ing local competition. 

“Playing in Launceston won’t be 
a disadvantage to us,” Ovcaric 
said, 

“We hope to get involved here 
every season. We'll conduct an all- 
out marketing campaign in 
Tasmania and make it our second 
home,” he said. 

Meanwhile, less will be seen of 
the Knights in Sunshine. The club 
won’t have a home game at 
Knights stadium until next year. 

The Knights were away to 
Sydney United last Sunday. They 
have a bye in round 10, go away to 
Wollongong in round 11, visit 
Northern Spirit in Sydney in round 
12 and won't be playing at home 
again until Saturday, January 5, 
when Parramatta Power visits 
Knights Stadium. 


Harry Mrksa: Melbourne Knight 
president. 


second home 


Toto Da Costa: Melbourne Knight's prolific striker now likely to thrill 
Tasmanian Soccer fans with his skills. 


Ernest Tapai to coach Devils 


the greatest journeymen in Australian soccer, 

but the busy midfielder has finally returned 
to Melbourne, finding a new home at the 
Thomastown Devils as coach. 

Tapai succeeds the departing Bogdan Bonk at 
Victoria’s State League division one club. He beat sev- 
eral candidates to the job, including Fab Incantalupo, a 
former assistant coach at defunct Carlton, 

Operations on both knees have made playing diffi- 
cult and Tapai retired from active duty after three years 
in Singapore, where he played for Home United (two 
seasons) and Clementi Kalsa (one season). 

Soccer will continue to fill Tapai’s life. He has set up 
a soccer academy, called the International Soccer 
Academy, and he runs a promotional company 
involved in the sport. He has taken on his first coach- 
ing job with the Devils, making the all-important tran- 
sition from playing to the next phase in his life. 

“At this stage, I’m only employed to coach. Until 
three months ago, I was still playing professionally, but 
I've had some operations on both knees and I'd rather 
not play,” Tapai said. 

“Of course, | don’t know what the situation will be 
(in the future), but hopefully | won't have to put the 
boots on again. I’ve taken the next step now (into 
coaching) and I’d like to concentrate on that,” he said. 

Tapai will have the task cut out for him, 
Thomastown played in division one of the State 
League last season, having been relegated from the 
Victorian Premier League the previous season. 

‘The Devils are short on personnel and finished well 
outside promotion contention last season. 

“T made it clear to the club that it always has been 
my ambition to succeed. I agreed to this job after two 
or three conversations and I’m convinced the club 


Fre Socceroo Ernie Tapai has been one of 
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Ernie Tapai: “I'm convinced the club wants to 
succeed ...” 


wants to succeed as well.” Tapai said. 

“We have set ourselves the target to get promoted 
into the premier league next season. I've had discus- 
sions with various players and I’m working full time to 


ensure everything is in place when the season starts 
next year,” he said. 

Tapai’s own ambitions saw him become a Socceroo 
at 19, in 1986, under then national coach Frank Arok. 
He bowed out in 1998, having come on as a substitute 
in both World Cup qualifying matches against Iran in 
November,1997, under Terry Venables, after having 
represented Australia 54 times. 

“We all want Australia to qualify for the World Cup. 
The biggest problem is that we don’t get enough com- 
petition,” Tapai reflected on Australia’s failures 
(against Iran and again against Uruguay in its last two” 
attempts) to qualify for another World Cup finals series 
since 1974, ; 

The 34-year-old began his national soccer league 
career in 1985 with long defunct Footscray JUST. He 
had a brief stint with Sunshinie George Cross before 
joining Adelaide City in 1991, He left for overseas in 
1992. 

After a season with Stoke City in England, he played 
for Estoril in Portugal until 1994 and came back to 
Australia. 

He joined Eastern Pride in 1994 and . the 
Collingwood Warriors in 1996. 

Those two clubs are now also defunct. Tapai went on 
to play for Perth Glory in 1997. Halfway through 1998 
he left for Singapore. s 

Thomastown’s newly elected president Fernando 
Dimasi is more than pleased to haye someone with the 
vast experience of Tapai on board as coach. 

It may be Tapai’s first coaching appointment, there’s 
no denying he brings a lot of international knowledge 
and major league experience to a local club. 

“Obviously, we're very happy to have him as coach. 
We believe Ernie is the right person to coach 
Thomastown. He will be able to attract some good 
players to ensure we're getting promoted next season,” 
an enthusiastic Dimasi said. 


ABSW (&) 


| want to stay in England - Okon 


ussie skipper, Paul 
Okon wants to stay 
in the English 


Premiership when he 
leaves the Middlesbrough 
next year. 

Okon has since been told 
by manager Steve McClaren 
that he will not be offered a 
new contract when his cur- 
rent deal expires in the sum- 
mer. 

But the former Lazio man 
still wants a chance to prove 
himself in the Premiership. 
“T want a new club as soon 
as possible,” he said. 

“T think I should be play- 
ing in The Premiership. I 
believe that I’m good 
enough. 

“Football is all about 
options and I accept that, but 
it is frustrating for me not 
playing.” 

A move to London is seen 
as Okon’s preffered option, 
with Charlton Athletic, West 
Ham and Tottenham all 
being linked with-a possible 


Swoop. 
Paul Okon is however still 
a bonafide player of 


Middlesbrough and has not 
been fired by the club, his 
manager, Leo Karis con- 
firmed last week. 

The Aussie skipper still 
remains a part of the club, 
despite his disappearance 
from the first team squad 


under coach, _— Steve 
McClaren. 
Okon was recently- 


rumoured to haye been 
sacked by the club after 
playing only 70 minutes of 


Adrian Santrac: Matildas’ chief coach. 


first team football this sea- 
son, but Karis said the 
Tumours were nonsense. 

“He is not sacked,” Karis 
said. “He will stay on (at 
Middlesbrough) until the 
end of the season if he 
chooses to, but he can’t be 
sacked because of his agree- 
ment with the club.” 

Okon has been told he has 
no future at the club by 
McLaren and he has been 
permitted to scout for anew 
club to resurrect: his stalled 
club career. 

“The club and Paul have a 
mutual agreement that Paul 
can look around at other 
clubs,” Karis added. 

A disappointed Okon led 
remnants of the Socceroos 
back to Sydney last week, 
after their ouster from the 
2002 World Cup finals by 
Uruguay. He is currently 
spending time with family in 
the country before returning 
to England to iron-out 
details of his remaining con- 
tract with Middlesbrough as 
well as intensifying search 
for a new club. 


Paul Okon: Seen here on duty with for Middlesbrough, insists on continuing his career in England with another club. 


Schwarzer, bottom of the pile 


'N what is clearly a damning 

assessment, Australia’s number 

one goaltender, Mark 
Schwarzer has been adjudged the 
worst goalkeeper in the English 
Premier League. 

An internet-based Soccer site, 
OPTA revealed last week that 


Middlesbrough’s Schwarzer was the 


Matildas mourn 


bottom-ranked keeper in the 21-man 
list. And interestingly, only injury 
stopped fellow-Aussie, Mark Bosnich, 
the man Schwarzer replaced in the 
national side, from taking top spot. A 
recent groin injury left Bosnich just 


~short of the 10 hours of playing time 


needed to qualify for the OPTA Index 
after several recent man-of-the-match 


performances for Chelsea. 

OPTA examined every keeper’s 
performance this season and awarded 
points for catches, saves, clean sheets, 
initiating attacks and kicking from the 
posts. 

Bolton’s Iceland-born international 
Jussi Jaaskelainen was placed on top 
of the list with 1098 points; followed 


with Socceroos 


drian Santrac, 
Assn female side the Matildas, 
declared last week that the elimina- 
tion of Australia from the 2002 World Cup 
would have an “emotional” effect on his team. 
However believes with government backing, 
the game should not suffer a negative financial 
effect from the loss. 
The 43-year-old, ex-coach of the Adelaide 
Sharks, who was interim coach of the Matildas 
during their Australia Cup series against France 


coach of the 


we don't 


Santrac said. 
“Our aim is that no opposing team can walk 
off the park having felt comfortable against us in 


any way.” 


in January, earlier this year, and will lead the 
team next year in matches against South Korea, 
the US and China, as well as through the 
Oceania qualifying series for the World Cup. 
“The expectation is as high as in any high pro- 
file sport. No matter what level the competition 


expect second best in any way,” 


Mark Schwarzer 


by Aston Villa’s Danish great, Peter 

Schmeichel on 1064 and Tottenham 

Hotspurs’ Neil Sullivan on 1057. 
Schwarzer is languishing on just 


380 points, 20 points behind 
Manchester United’s _ fumbling 
Frenchman Fabien Barthez. 


Barthez, who replaced Bosnich at 
Manchester United last year, as the 
best keeper in the world sunk to 19th 
place — making him the second-worst 
goalkeeper in the premiership. 
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By Roy Hay 


South Melbourne Institute 4 Albury Wodonga 2 


Wi" looks like a regulation win to South Melbourne Institute by 4- 
2at home to Albury Wodonga was anything but. The Instiute took 
a 2-0 lead in the first half after the Warriors conceded an own goal and 
Steven Pace scored his eighth goal of the season. But then, in the words 
of coach Jeff Olver, the Blues went to sleep. 

Albury Wodonga came roaring back with goals by Trent Rixon and Kevin 
Pretty, his fourth for the year, and the Warriors nearly took the lead. A good 
break led to a shot which the keeper parried and luckily for the Blues it fell 
to one of their defenders before an Albury attacker could turn it into the net. 
Tt-was not till the 80th minute that Marco Santilli scored to put the Blues in 
front again and Okan Simsek got a goal in the 88th as the Warriors pressed 
for another equalizer. 


Bulleen Zebras 0 Melb Knights Academy 3 

ulleen Zebras held the Melbourne Knights Academy scoreless till the 

73rd minute of their match at the Veneto Club. Then Chris 
Antonovic put the Academy in front and two late goals by Boris Ovein in 
81 minutes and Alex Kiratzogtou settled the issue. 

The Zebras had good chances early on but did not take them and eventual- 

ly the Academy proved to be too strong. Damian Petta in midfield and keep- 
cr Robert Santilli were the best for the Zebras. 


Preston Lions 2 Green Gully 2 
Pa Lions led Green Gully by two goals to nil at Connor Reserve, 
but was eventually pegged back by two second-half goals by the 
Greens. 

Goran Tanev put the Lions in front after only ten minutes and Robert 
Dolevski made it two just before the interval. Dejan Vasic pulled a goal back 
for the Greens in 63 minutes, but it seemed clear that the Lions were holding 
on to record their first win of the season when Matthew Zerafa popped up 


ROUND 9, RESULTS 


NSWIS 


Wollongong Wolves Youth 5 
(Austin 1° 74° 92°, Sekulovski 29°, 

‘Sharland 63") 

Marconi Stallions Youth 0 


QAS 2 
(Burley 30° pen, Capannini 85’) 

Sydney United Colts 0 
ACTAS 5 
(Cattanach 10°70", O°Brien 30°, 

Iranic 47', Menser 52') 

Sydney United Youth 5 
(Menapi 16° 71° 74°, Cevenini 39°, 

Markovic 46") 

Brisbane Toro 2 


(Stevenson 48', Invincibile 81’) 


ROUND 8 LADDER 


AIS 

Sydney United Youth 
Parramatta Power Youth 
Wollongong Wolves Youth 
Neweastle United Youth 
Marconi Stallions Youth 


Brisbane Toro 
‘Olympic Sharks Youth 
Sydney United Colts 
Marconi Stallions Colts 


wesrocsumocnoces 


NORTHERN DIVISION | 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 


tices ae ROUND 7 RESULTS 
(Kwasnik 14" pen 67' 72’, 
Holman 23° 38° 55°, Langdon 50’) South Melbourne Institute 4 Albury Wodonga 2 
Brisbane Toro (own goal, Steven Pace, M, Santilli, OSimsek) 4. 
(Rose 25") (T. Rison, K. Pretty) 
Newcastle United Youth 1 Bullen Zebras 0 Melbourne Knights Academy3, 
(Martin 42') (C. Antunovic, B, Ovcin, A. Kiratzoglou) 
Olympic Sharks Youth 1 
(Mecaltser 4) Preston Lions 2 Green Gully 2 
AIS 21 | (@.staner, R. Dolevsi) (M. Zerafa, D. Vasc) 
(Anstey 73", Danze 77) * 
Northern Spirit Youth = 3 South Melbourne Eagles Academy v Melbourne Knights Youth 
(Baveas II’, Jenke 56", 
Fisher 73") 
Marconi Stallions Colts 1 LEAGUE LADDER RD 7 
(Licclardella 73") PWODUL FE A Pts 
5 South Melbourne 5 41 0 8 6 13 
(0) Youth 
zane Sark Votre treat Melbourne Eagfes Sod OM 13 8, 12 
Bullen Zebras Garret a 14 15) 10 
Melbourne Knights Acad 692-22 910 48 
eee i A ee Bis | | Albury Wodonga 6. 2 Peso, 
>} 1 2 5 2 |) | Melbourne Knights Sle 33 alfa 506 
6 0 3 3% i if | J Green Gully Cavaliers 6 erie 4 9S 
6 0 2 i 18 | | Preston Lions Tari e =o onelme 
5 0 Cee a hes +E 
Sees aia Ts ROUND 8 FIXTURES 
nem 
$07 we 8 Green Gully v South Melbourne Eagles - Green Gully Reserve, 4 pm) 
Dears. let 8 Melbourne Knights Youth v Albury Wodonga - Knights Stadium, 5 pm) 
ee ne ae aes Bullen Zebras v South Melbourne Institute - Veneto Club, 4 pm) 
Nae Preston Lions v Melbourne Knights Academy - (Connor Reserve, 5 pm) 


he Matildas’ oppo- 
nent for the 
upcoming 4th 


Australia Cup will be 
South Korea, with the 
winner to be decided over 
three matches. 

The annual event will 
once again be taken to 
country areas, this time to 
south-western NSW and 
Victoria, Wagga Wagga 
will stage the opener on 


with a ninetieth minutes equaliser for the Greens, 


Sun 13 January, Albury the 
next game on Wed 16 
January, and Bendigo 
wraps up the series on Sat 
19 January 2002. 

The 18-member 
Australian team, to be 
announced on 14 
December, will assemble 
on 9 January. 

South Korea recorded 
their first ever tournament 
win earlier this year. They 
were undefeated in their 


INTER LIONS 


SOCCER CLUB (Inc) — CONCORD 


Contact For Trial Times 
Joe — U14's 0413 811 810 
Mark — U16’s 0411 175 188 


home event, the Toto 
Women’s Cup, beating 
China and Brazil, and 
drawing against Japan. 
Although the three oppos- 
ing world superpowers 
fielded mainly youth play- 
ers, the results are still very 
encouraging. 

South Korea are current- 
ly in Taiwan competing in 
the  14-nation Asian 
Championship where they 
are hoping to at least make 
the semifinals. They are 
drawn insthe same group as 
hosts and 1999 runners-up 
Chinese Taipei, Malaysia, 
India, and Thailand. They 
have just spent three weeks 
together in training camp as 
their final preparations. 

Australia has only twice 
before played the South 
Koreans - both at the Tri- 
Series in Auckland in early 
1996, Australia drew first 
blood on that occasion with 
a 1-0 win, before Korea 
turned the tables four days 
later and beat the Matildas 
21. 


SELECTION CAMP 


ith National 
Coach Adrian 
Santrac now on 


board, an Australia Cup 
Selection Camp will be 
held at the AIS 10-13 
December, immediately 
following WNSL’s Round 
Six. 
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Alicia Ferguson - Likely 
to file out for Australia 
against South Korea. 

Twenty-seven players 
will be invited to attend the: 
camp, to be named on 
Tuesday 4 December. 


YOUNG MATILDAS 
CAMP 


ni preparation for the 
Oceania uly 


Women’s World 
Championship Qualifiers 
in April, a Young 
Matildas Camp will be 
conducted during the 
time of the Australia Cup 
from 8 to 17 January. 

A squad of 22 will be 
selected for the camp, to be 
announced on 14 
December. Assembling at 
the AIS, the camp will 
include three games - 11 
January in Cootamundra, 
13 January in Wagga 
Wagga, and 16 January in 
Albury. The latter two will 
be curtainraisers to The 
Matildas v South Korea. 


anberra Eclipse claim oytright sec- 
ond place, Queensland Sting are the 
first team to take a point off fron- 
trunners NSW Sapphires. 

Victoria Vision snatch their first win to lift 
them off the bottom of the ladder in Round 
Five, the half-way point of the season. 


CANBERRA ECLIPSE 5 (Caitlin Munoz 
‘2m, 62m, 71m, Gill Thomson 3m, Tal Karp 
65m) defeated NORTHERN NSW PRIDE 0 
at Weston Park, Newcastle 


anberra Eclipse proved far too 

strong for a Northern NSW Pride 

missing two players through suspen- 
sion, nailing two goals in the opening three 
minutes and going on to win 5-0, 

Caitlin Munoz opened the visitors’ account 
in the 2nd minute when put through by a great 
Amy Wilson through ball. A minute later, a 
defensive mix-up dealing with a cross from the 
left allowed Gill Thomson to nip in and double 
the lead. 

Eclipse then scored another three goals 
within the space of nine minutes midway 
through the second half. Munoz finished off a 
Sacha Wainwright cross from the left, before 
Tal Karp then struck from a comer kick which 


WNSL - ROUND FIVE 


failed to be cleared. Munoz then celebrated a 
hattrick with a skilful move, beating her oppo- 
nent with a quick tum before finishing well 
with her right foot past another defender, 


VICTORIA VISION 2 (Belinda Pacella 
18m, Louisa Bisby 21m) defeated ADE- 
LAIDE SENSATION 1 (Lisa De Vanna Sm) 
at Kingston Heath Soccer Complex, 
Melbourne 

ictoria Vision signed off the first half 

of the season with a confidence- 

boosting upset over Adelaide 
Sensation, coming back from a goal down to 
win 2-1. Adelaide took the lead after just 
five minutes, Lisa De Vanna released by an 
Ann Marie Vozzo through ball and nailing 
her strike from the edge of the 6-yard box. 

‘Three minutes later, Victoria's Louisa Bisby 
was presented with the ball and lobbed from 35 
metres. The keeper was unable to hold the shot 
as it flew in just under the bar. 


QUEENSLAND STING 1 (livia Hohnke 
67m) drew with NSW-SAPPHIRES 1 
(Collette McCallum 69m) at Perey Park, 


Brisbane 
he rematch of last year’s grandfinal 
| was a much tighter affair than com- 
monly anticipated, considering 
NSW's blitzing form to date. 


A dramatic second interval was to follow. A 
Sting penalty kick taken by Zoe Nolan was 
struck straight at the keeper and saved by 
Cassandra Kell. Shortly after, Nolan herself 
was fouled and the resultant direct freekick 
swas well converted by Olivia Hohnke to give 
Queensland the lead. However, only two min- 
utes later, NSW levelled, Collette McCallum 
scoring her first league goal with a sensational 
strike from 20 metres. 


Soccer is all of Lisa's goals Kestei[ aC 


By Graham Cooke 


anberra Eclipse goalkeeper 

Lisa Hartley is frank when 

asked about her ambitions — 
outside soccer she doesn’t haye any. 

“Treally haven't thought beyond what 
I hope to achieve in football,” the 17- 
year-old Lake Ginninderra College stu- 
dent said. “I’ve just been selected in the 
Australian squad training towards the 
World Youth Cup, and obviously I want 
to stay in that, then there’s the Athens 
Olympics in three years. 

“Basically, [ want to play for 
Australia as many times, and at as many 
different levels, as possible.” 

Hartley is currently engaged in a bat- 
tle for the Eclipse first-team spot with 
the vastly experienced Sue Read, Coach 
Clive MacKillop has played them in 
alternate games in the Women’s 
National League campaign so far, 

“T kept a clean sheet in my first game 
against South Australia which we won 
1-0 and then against Queensland | was 
only beaten by a penalty in a 1-1 draw, 
80 | feel | have done reasonably well up 
to now,” she said. 

“There's obviously a bit of rivalry 
with Sue, but on the other hand I love 
training with her because she’s quite 
happy to pass on the benefit of her expe- 
rience, I’m learning a lot.” 

Her first love at primary school was 


‘olyes are Hurting (not only 

Socceroos) — Reigning champions 
are this year down on the table, hopefully 
not out yet. 

Talking with club captain Stuart Young 
it was gathered that all players are com- 
mitted, However the smooth cohesion 
from seasons’ past is missing. The side 
appears flat, playing well in patches, wan- 
dering off on occasion, no pace to force 
play, a real worry for coach and club. 

Now seems to be the time to try some 
young blood; and rest a few regulars. Last 
week the Wolves played a friendly against 
NSW Premier League top-of-the-table 
team, Bonnyrigg White Eagles, recording 
a win through two goals from Stuart 
Young and one from Tony Perinich. 

Coach Ron Corry tried different forma- 
tions and personnel, youngsters Naum 
Sekulovski and Greg Sharland making 
their debuts. Having a weekend rest the 
Coach might arrange more trials before 
facing third placed Brisbane Strikers next 
Saturday 8th December in Brisbane. 

It looks possible for team captain 
George Souris, midfielder Alex Castro and 
young striker Liam Austin to be available 
for selection. Midfield regular Paul Reid 
will be away overseas for three weeks on 
trial with Bolton Wanderers in England. 
The break might refresh his form to find 


back to his best. 


‘oung Wolves —- Lying fourth on the 

table with one game in hand — post- 
poned match vs Olympic Sharks — could 
easily move up a place or two with anoth- 
er win, They meet Brisbane Toro, a new 
team included in the league, next at 
Brandon Park, a game they expect to do 
well. Coach Eddie Tesoro sees his task 
mainly in preparing talents to nurture first 
gtade players, recommending several 
prospects to head coach Ron Corry. 


quis stipes 


Lisa Hartley: | want to play foi 


athletics, “I was about eight and a friend 
at school asked me to come along for a 
game of soccer,” she said. 

“From the moment I began playing 
there was nothing else T wanted to do.” 

Progressing through the ranks at 
‘Majura juniors, she went on to represent 
Weston Creek in the senior ACT 
women’s competition. Next came selec- 


Possible future stars able to make the 
jump-up are midfield/striker Daniel Aliffi, 
striker Ned Aleksic, sweeper Shane 
Lockhart, defender Harvey Rodriguez and 
striker Liam Austin. 

A Soccer live-in camp for young stars - 
age groups Il to 14 years - at the 
University of Wollongong Campus East is 
being organised by the Youth 
Development Programme of the club for 
next January 6th to 10th, a live-in camp. 

Places for 70 young players are offered, 
live and train with seniors like Stuart 
Young, Alvin Cecolli, Ben Blake, Buddy 
Farah and Dean Anastasiadis, cost for the 
5 days camp all inclusive $295.- per head. 
Bookings to be made by 14th December, 
phone 42213551 or Eddie Tesoro on 
42263988 at the Wolves office. Don't miss 
this opportunity to improve your soccer. 


ooking towards 2002 Soccer season 

- Local Illawarra clubs in the ICU 
Premier League and First Division are 
calling up their troops in preparation for 
another soccer year 2002. 

Advertising for coaching staff in all 
grades, players invited to pre-season trials 
appear now in the media. Southern and 
northern clubs are most active from 
reports received so far: 

Port Kembla held successful Youth 
Grade trials with new coach Geoff 
Costello, first grade is still coached by 
Adrian Alston now entering his 10th sea- 
son with the club and a former socceroo 
playing in the World Cup in 1974. 

Shellharbour City with head coach 
Bamey King are encouraged by the 
response so far to once a week training on 
Thursday nights. A special B-B-Que in 
honour to meet the new coach is planned 
for Saturday 8th December at Keith Bond 
Oval, commencing lunch time, interested 
players and supporters welcome. 

Barbarians with last year’s coach 
Roberto Hernandez conduct ball training 


‘ollongong Wolves last week 
announced the appointment of 
Michael Crowe as the club’s 


Chief Executive Officer. 

“Mike comes onboard at a very impor- 
tant time in the Wolves new development 
program and a critical time for Soccer 
Australia,” Mr Cachia said during a media 
conference in Wollongong over the week- 
end. 

“Mike come to the Wolves 


r Australia as many times as possible.” 


tion in the ACT Academy of Sport 
squad before arrival in the National 
League this season. 

“My immediate aim is to claim a reg- 
ular spot in the National League and 
play for Australia in next year’s Youth 
World Cup in Canada, although we have 
to get through the qualifiers first,” 
Hartley said. 


Paul Reid: Off to England for 
Soccer trials, 
twice a week on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, a new-senior committee has 
been formed and a separate Junior Soccer 
committee under President Zoran 
Jovanovski. 

Warilla Wanderers are calling for appli- 
cations to coach first - reserve - youth 
grades, home ground is King Mickey Park, 
Warilla. 

Albion Park White Eagles have 
appointed well known former NSL. and 
Wolves player David Skeen to take them 
into new surroundings, the Premier 
League next year. 

Kiama - a newcomer to the Premier 
League will be competing with last sea- 
son’s coach Brod Crighton, home ground 
is Kiama Leisure Centre. 

Wollongong Olympic has appointed a 


with business experience 
from the NSW Division of 
Housing 
Association 
Canberra Cannons NBL 
Basketball Club. 

“The position is a new one 
for the Wolves and with his 
expertise in management as well 
as his leadership skills we expect him 
to have great impact on our organisation. 3) that the effort to lift the image of the 
Mike also brings with him expertise in 
strategic sponsorship marketing.” 

“Since the recent disappointing World 
Cup qualifying defeat, there is no doubt that 
the major role in building the international 
profile of Soccer in Australia has now fall- 
en back onto the NSL Clubs”, Mr Cachia 
continued. 


Industry 
and The 


new head coach in Peter Willis, no 
stranger to the club, having a second spell 
with Olympic, home ground No.2 
Brandon Park. 

Tarrawanna promoted to Premier, 
League has once more David Naylor as 
head coach, pre-season training has started 
once per week at Towradgi Park. 

Balgownie Rangers have appointed a 
new head coach in Ray Poletto who was 
assistant coach last season, determined to 
bring up youth into first grade. 

Dapto playing at Kanahooka Lodge has 
named experienced Premier League player 
Jason Hicks as head coach. 

Berkeley has re-appointed former top 
grade player Phil Browfi who took over 
halfway through last season and played for 
many years with Figtree as a dominant 
star. 
Bulli have re-nominated Bruce Tilt as 
head coach, Alan Mangles for Reserves 
and Alan Thompson for Youth Grade, 

All other Illawarra soccer clubs are 
either still to confirm their coach re- 
appointments or announce new coaching 
staff. This time of the year the soccer clubs 
are working intensively preparing their 
administration set-ups, secure sponsors, 
nominate coaches and try to attract new 
players to strengthen their squads. 


uniors —- President-elect Mrs. 

Horence Stephenson tabled the 
Association’s Annual Report for the past 
season completed. 

Statements made concerned member 
clubs (26) needing to consider that the 
days of “simple administration” are gone, 
the growth of junior soccer in our area 
means quite frankly “move of the dining 
room table” towards a professional, fully 
paid CEO for Junior Soccer. The 
President summarises simple the year 
2001 was all right - let’s have a great 2002. 

The treasurer reports an income and 
expenditure account for the year-ended 


game in the Illawarra region was a major 
attraction. 

Crowe admitted that he saw the appoint- 
ment as a huge challenge to lift the Wolves’ 
profile and work generally towards 
strengthening the game overall. 


ABsw (S} 


“Despite the Wolves’ past glory, we 
acknowledge that there are many areas in 
which we can improve ofr overall Club 
performance. 

“Priority One for Mike ard our Board of 
Directors will be to increase attendances at 
‘our Wolves home games. New business ori- 
entated initiatives designed to benefit the 
many sponsors and supporters of our Club 

will be putin place. 

“Wolves” fans can expect to see 
many changes within the 
operational format of our 
club over the coming 
months including a new 
emphasis being placed on 
the entertainment aspects of 
our home game nights.” 

Crowe, speaking later at the 
session, outlined his ambi- 
tions and plans for the club, stating 


31/10/01 running up a total of over 
$200,000.- turnover with a modest surplus 
due to some small costsavings. In the bud- 
get for 2002 the players association fees 
remain unchanged with $20,65 for players 
in Roo-Ball teams and $24.- for players of 
all other age groups, fees include GST, 

Proposed budget outlay for next season 
is assumed with — $204,000.- 
Income/Expenditure calculating a deficit 
of $4,400.- 

Age groups in Junior soccer range from 
U/6 - U/7 - U8 - U/9 in Roo-Ball plus 
graded competitions U/10's to U/18’s, in 
total 13 different age groups, A statistic 
graph of registered juniors from 1992 to 
2001 shows a steady increase in numbers 
from the first year of keeping records 
numbers started with 3610 registrations to 
now 7,343 registrations made up as fol-~ 
lows = Roo-Ball 3,158, competitions 
3,561, coaches 217, Managers 407, female 
players included are 697. 

Strongest Junior’clubs are Albion Park 
517 registrations, Figtree 504, Oak Flats - 
492, Unanderra 441, Balgownie 424, 
Helensburgh 421, Dapto 414. Many other 
clubs range around 300 plus registrations. 
The Referees Association reports a 
record year with 152 registered Junior ref- 
eres. : 

The Regional Coach reports 80 players 
were involved in the School of Excellence 
with skill development programs, 120 can- 
didates were awarded their Junior 
Coaching Licence duting 2000/2001, 18 
candidates received their Intermediate 
Licence. 

The 34 young players from Illawarra 
toured China recently playing a series of 
games, 350 boys and girls took part in a 
week long coaching clinic in July run at 
Thirroul, Balgownie and Warilla, organ- 
ised by Mrs. Sheila Morris. 

A huge thank you is due to every one 
working’ on the club scene, looking after 
the local youngsters. 
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2002 WORLD CUP DRAWS SPECIAL 


Group A 

France, Senegal, Uruguay, Denmark 
Group B 

Spain, Slovenia, Paraguay, South Africa 
Group C 

Brazil, Turkey, China, Costa Rica 
Group D 

South Korea, Poland, United States, 
Portugal 

Group E 

Germany, Saudi Arabia, Ireland, Cameroon 
Group F 

Argentina, Nigeria, England, Sweden 
Group G 
Italy, Ecuador, 
Group H 


Japan, Belgium, Russia, Tunisia 


Croatia, Mexico 


( FIRST ROUND ) 


Friday May 31 
Seoul: France v Senegal 

Saturday June 1 _ 

Ulsan: Uruguay v Denmark (0900), < 
‘Sapporo: Germany v-Saudi Arabia (1150), 
Niigata: Ireland vy Cameroon 

Sunday June 2 

Pusan: Paraguay v South Africa’ (0750), 
‘Kwangju: Spain v Slovenia (1130), 
Ibaraki: Argentina v Nigeria (0950), 
Saitama: England v Sweden 

Monday June 3 

Ulsan: Brazil v Turkey (0900), 

Sapporo; Italy v Ecuador (1150), 

Niigata: Croatia v Mexico 

‘Tuesday June 4 

Pusan: South Korea v Poland (1150), 
Kwangiu: China v Costa Rica (0650), 
Saitama: Japan v Belgium 

Wednesday June 5 

Suwon: United States v Portugal (0900), 
Ibaraki: Germany v Ireland (1150), 
Kobe: Russia v Tunisia 

Thursday June 6 

Pusan: France v Uruguay (0650), 

Taegu: Denmark v Senegal (1150), 
Saitama: Cameroon v Saudi Arabia 
Friday June 7 

Chonju: Spain v Paraguay (0900), 
Sapporo: Argentina v England (1150), 
Kobe; Sweden v Nigeria 


23 


~ Philippe Troussier, Head coach of Japanese 


national team, introduces the official match ball 


for the 2002 FIFA World Cup Korea/Japan. 


Saturday June 8 

Taegu: South Africa v Slovenia (0630), 
‘Sogwipo: Brazil v China (1130), 
Ibaraki: Italy v Croatia 

Sunday June 9 

Inchon: Costa Rica v Turkey (0900), 
Miyagi: Mexico v Ecuador (0650), 
Yokohama: Japan v Russia 

Monday June 10 

Taegu: South Korea v United States (0650), 
‘Chonju: Portugal v Poland (1150), 

Oita: Tunisia v Belgium 

Tuesday June 11 

Suwon: Senegal v Uruguay (0650), 
Inchon: Denmark v France (0630), 
Yokohama: Saudi Arabia v Ireland (1150), 
Shizuoka: Cameroon v Germany 
Wednesday June 12 

Taejon: South Africa v Spain (1150), 
Sogwipo: Slovenia v Paraguay (1 150), 
Miyagi: Sweden v Argentina (0650), Osaka: 
Nigeria v England 

Thursday June 13 

Seoul: Turkey v China (0630), 

Suwon: Costa Rica v Brazil (0650), 

Qita: Mexico v Italy (1150), 

Yokohama: Ecuador v Croatia 

Friday June 14 

Taejon: Poland v United States (1150), 
Inchon: Portugal v South Korea (1130), 
Osaka: Tunisia v Japan (0650), 
Shizuoka: Belgium v Russia 


Saturday June 15 

Match 1: Sogwipo: Ist B v 2nd B (0650), 
Match 5: Niigata: Ist A v 2nd F , 
Sunday June 16 

Match 2: Suwon: Ist B v 2nd E (1150), 
Match 6: Oita: Ist F v 2nd A 

Monday June 17 


( SECOND ROUND ) 


Match 5: Chonju: Ist G v 2nd D (0650), 
Match 7: Kobe: Ist C v 2nd H 

Tuesday June 18 

Match 4; Taejon: Ist D v 2nd G (1150), 
Match 8: Miyagi: Ist H v 2nd C 


( QUARTERFINALS ) 


Friday June 21 z 
Match A: Ulsan: Winner Match 1 v winner 
match 3 (11530), Match C; Shizuoka: Winner 
Match 5 v winner Match 7 

Saturday June 22 

Match B: Kwangju: Winner match 2 v 
winner match 4 (0630), Match D: Osaka: 
Winner match 6 v winner match 8 


[SEMIFINALS _) 


Tuesday June 25 
Seoul: Winner match A v winner match B 
Wednesday June 26 

Saitama: Winner match C v winner match D 
Saturday June 29 
‘Taequ: Third-place play-off 


Sunday June 30 


FINA ) 


(Yokohama) 


* Kick-off times may be changed at a 
later date, due to television demands. 
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« HOW THEY RE 


"We were joking with the guys saying that we 
could face France in the first round, Now it's 
done." 

- Senegal's assistant coach Jean-Francois 
Bocande, 


"It will be a tough and even group... even 
Senegal, who might look easy, will be difficult, 
many of their team play in France." 

- Uruguayan Coach Victor Pua, 


"We have to change our way of thinking and 
realise that all opponent have their qualities 
even if we're not playing Argentina or England. 
‘The most important thing for me is that we don't 
leave it until the last match to qualify as we did 
in the preliminaries.” 

~ Brazil’s coach Luiz Felipe Scolari. 


Lam not going to say it's an unlucky draw. 
‘There's no such thing as an unlucky draw. If we 
‘want to get to the final 16 we have to beat the 
teams in front of us." 

- South Korean coach Guus Hiddink. 


*Portugal is one of the best teams in the 
world, and they have one of the best players in 
the world in Luis Figo. They are dangerous all 
over the field.” 

- US coach Bruce Arena. 


"You can say we're lucky because other 
‘groups, especially the one with England are 


much, much tougher than ours." 
- Former German captain Jurgen 
Klinsmann 
EXTRA W-CUP S$ 
Fe= will be the last 
‘World Cup winners to 
get an automatic pass- 


port to the next finals, FIFA 
announced over the weekend. 

‘The executive committee of 
football's international govern- 
ing body decided that from next 
year’s finals, to be held in South 
Korea and Japan, the winner 
will have to go through the qual- 
ifying toumament to reach the 
next finals, FIFA president 
Joseph Blatter said. 

The move will open up an 
extra slot in the finals for 


FIFA president Joseph ‘Sepp’ Blatter (right) with US singer Anastacia at the 


regional confederations, Blatter 
told a press conference after the 
executive meeting, FIFA's sur- 
prise move comes just days after 
1 growing clamour in Australia 
that Oceania nations should 
qualify directly to the World 
Cup finals, rather than the tor- 
turous route of play-offs which 
has seen Australia fall seven 
times at the play-off stage. 
‘Traditionally world champi- 
‘ons go straight into the finals of 
the next tournament. France, 
winners of the 1998 finals, will 
be the last country to benefit 


14,2001 FINAL DRAW 


uth Korean campaign girl shows off a sample of the grouping board of 
the 2002 World Cup Korea/Japan, in Pusan. 


"I'm delighted with the draw, I just spoke to 
(England coach) Sven (Goran Eriksson) coming 
in, I think I was slightly happier than he was." 

= Irish coach Mick McCarthy. 


"Our rivalry with England is so special 
because the matches are so tough and next year's 
will be no exception." 

- Argentine national soccer director Jose 
Pekerman. 


"We are going to face three very tough teams 
but we are a very good team too. We have come 
here to qualify from the first round, not just for 
the ceremonies." 

- Nigerian coach Shaibu Amodu, 


"We are in the most difficult group, no doubt 
about it all. It's not been a lucky evening, but the 
luck will come in June." 

~ England coach Sven Goran Eriksson. 


"I wish I could have chosen another group 
but I cannot. Still I believe that we can make it 
to the second round." 

we ~ Croatian coach Mirko Jozic. 

"Of course we will be feeling the pressure. 
But we've had that pressure for the past six 
months and it is only going to increase." 

- Japanese coach Philippe Troussier. 


FOR OCEANIA? 


from direct,quali 

Blatter said FIFA leaders 
decided there should be a 
change to bring the World Cup 
into line with the Buropean 
Championships and other conti- 
nental tournaments where auto- 
matic qualification does not 
apply. 

“And with no-qualification of 
the world champions, wes have 
‘one more slot available for dif- 
ferent confederations. This is a 
wise decision in line with FIFA 
policy,” added the president. 


media centre in Pusan ahead of the 2002 World Cup draws. 


ABSw (§) 


‘We've not helped ourselves in Soccer’ 


| egardless of all the 
doom and gloom that 
as_been emanating 


around the country since the 
Socceroos failed yet again at 
the last hurdle to reach the 
holy grail of World Football, 
Soccer Australia is determined 
to remain upbeat and focussed 
on placing soccer among the 
elite sports in the country. 

ABSW’s RICHARD KREI- 
DER spoke to Soccer 
Australia’s Acting Chief 
Executive Ian Holmes to find 
out what they plan to do to our 
great game to make it that 
much greater in Australia, 
including some interesting 
thoughts on the creation of a 
new and more competitive 
Confederation, playing more 
games overseas but less on 
home soil and an significant 
review of the current National 
Soccer League competition. 

RK Firstly Tan, your feel- 
ings on the Socceroos tragedy 
‘against Uruguay? 

Holmes; It's another sad 
moment in the tapestry that 
makes up the history of the sport 
in this country. Certainly the 
game in Melbourne was the 
result we wanted but a different 
story in Montevideo. Uruguay 
was better than us on the day; 
they were more battle-hardened 
than what we were and in the 
Jong run they qualified. 

RK: The FIFA website 
reported the Montevideo game 
as another heart-breaking fail- 
ure for the Australians but they 
don’t want to do anything about 
4 fairer qualifying path? 

Holmes: FIFA is not about 
fairness, in terms of places in the 
World Cup. It's all based upon 
the geo-politics of world foot- 
ball, in particular the world fed- 
erations and the squabbling over 
how many qualifying positions 
they will have. So far, the 
Oceania Confederation has been 
unable to mount a case to pre- 
sent to FIFA that will give a 
team direct qualification. 

RRS Would it be fair to say 
our geographic locality will 
always harm our World Cup 
aspirations? 

Holmes: It is a problem; 
short of being able to pick 
Australia up and plonk it in the 
middle of Europe or somewhere 
else. That is a predicament that 
is always going to be with us and 
T think that the only way it can 
be resolved is by strengthening 


the Oceania Confederation. And 
the only way that can happen is 
not by trying to find ‘dots’ or 
‘ant-holes’ in the South Pacific, 
but in fact having countries that 
are currently members of other 
confederations on the rim of the 
Pacific Ocean being placed in a 
new confederation. You could 
call it the Pacific Football 
Confederation if you like. 

R&S What other countries 
were you thinking of involving? 

Holmes: You take for 
instance, Asia. It has 45 or 46 
countries I think from memory 
and virtually spans over half the 
globe. You could take a number 
of those from the eastern 
perimeter of the Asian Football 
Confederation and put them into 
‘a new Confederati /hich will 
also absorb the existing Oceania 
Football Confederation. There 
may well be also an argument 
for countries such as the United 
States, Canada and Chile to 
being part of it. This is just 
something out of left-field but I 
think we need to try and be cre- 
ative in finding solutions to the 
problem. 

RK: Johnny Warren recently 
said on SBS we need to put our 
game into perspective and 
admit its not as good as we 
think itis? 

Hebmes: John is entitled to 
his view but I think a lot of peo- 
ple underestimated the 
Unuguayan team simply because 
it just happened to be the fifth- 
placed South American team. 
When you look at their line-up 
there are a number of players out 
of the Serie-A competition and 
out of the Spanish League, 
which I rate a bit higher than the 
English Premier League. You 
could accept John’s argument 
although I still believe our team 
had the capacity to win; if it had 
been ‘battle-hardened” enough 
through the —_ qualification 
process; such as what the 
Uruguayan team had. 
Remember, we are all very good 
with 20/20 hindsight, 

RES China (55th) and 
Senegal (67th) are the only 
countries from the 32 partici. 
pants that are ranked lower 
than Australia’s 50th 
(November) - so John could be 
right. 

Hiebmrs: I believe Australia 
could beat a number of those 
countries that have qualified. 
You don’t always get the top 32 
nations in the world; you get 


those that are able to battle their 
way through the qualifying 
process based on the respective 
‘geographic regions. 

RK: You must be pleased 
with the high’ rating Channel 
Seven received for doing the 
Uruguayan games live? 

Holmes: I think that is a sign 
the sports-loving people in this 
country will get out watch the 
premium product when it's on 
display; and it surely was the 
case with the team we had on the 
park for both games 

RE: Can we see this is as 
clear proof soccer has plenty of 
potential to become a force in 
this country? 

Holmes: We have a number 
of challenges in front of us, par- 
ticularly in relation to our retail 
shopfront in this country, which 
is the National Soccer League. 
A number of the major markets 
have been very disappointing 
and yet other markets such as 
Perth (Glory) and Newcastle 
(United) have shown that there 
is a support out there for the 
product if it’s right. 

RK Is Frank Farina’s job 
safe regardless of what SA vice- 
chairman Greg Woods said 
before the Uruguay games 
about the Board being happy 
with his performance? 

Holmes: I believe that is the 
case. Firstly, we have made a 
‘generational’ change in the 
coaching structure. Secondly, 
we have invested a lot of time 
and money in the development 
of Frank as the national coach 
along with his assistant (Graham 
Amold) and Ange Postecoglou. 
T think it’s critical that we don’t 
waste that development. And 
what I mean by development; 
Frank has been in charge for 
quite a number of matches and 
there is a cost involved. I see 
that as money being put into the 
coach as well as the team. I 
would like to think that at the 
end of the day, the Board 
believes it has been a wise 
investment and now we need to 
be patient to collect the dividend 
‘on it. OK, it didn’t come imme- 
diately and we all acknowledge 
that, but does that mean we dis- 
card that investment? I think 
that will be very, very short- 
sighted, 

I'd like somebody to point to 
me another Australian-born 
coach that could have done a 
better job then what Frank did. 
Frank, Arnie and Angie have got 
the respect of all-the players. 
Frank especially, has also devel- 
oped a good relationship with a 
number of the club 
coaches/managers overseas and 
that needs to be acknowledged. 


It’s all over: Australian skipper, Paul Okon (middle) is escorted off the pitch in Montevideo by security men 


after the loss to Uruguay, last week. 


Frank is a-very, very determined 
young man who I believe 
regardless of what he tums his 
mind to in life, will be success- 
ful. 

RR> Has Frank expressed 
any interest regarding an over- 


opportunity to wateh the 
Australian team actually on 
Australian soil is going to 
become less and less. 

It will simply become more 
of a matter of a television prod- 
uct for the future. 


lan Holmes 
seas club coaching appoint- RK: In the CONMEBOL 
ment at any stage? World Cup preliminary compe- 
Holmes: I think in time — tition, Uruguay lost five games 
Frank will possibly end up over- while Brazil lost six, yet we only 


seas, but not necessarily while 
his kids are young: because as 
you can appreciate, Australia is 
a great place to raise a family 
and that club football manage- 
ment in Europe is a very volatile 
career-path to be in. In my view, 
I think Frank has a number of 
things he wants to achieve here 
in Australia first, as such as 
guiding us to a World Cup 
Finals, before he looks4o head 
overseas. 

RK: Harry Kewell said 
recently he is never interested 
in coming back for the menial 
games. Does his and the other 
top players attitude on this 
harm Frank’s World Cup plans. 

Holmes: You have got to 
understand where those players 
are coming from Richard. If you 
saw the recent interview Ned 
Zelic gave, you need to have 
some perspective of where the 
players are coming from, in 
terms of their week-in and week- 
‘out pay-cheques that come from 
the clubs. I think around the dif- 
ficulty is to have more camps 
and games in Europe so the geo- 
graphic disadvantages we, cur- 
rently suffer from will not dis- 
Tupt a proper training or match 
program for the national team. 
‘The down-side of course is the 


ES 


have two games to make or 
break every four years. Is 
Soccer Australia going to look 
at seeking a fairer qualifying 
criteria? 

Holmes: I don’t think it's just 
Us; it's got to be Oceania as a 
whole. Remember, we are not 
Oceania on our own. We need to 


be able to put some very good 
and constructive arguments to 
FIFA. It’s no good just saying, 
‘we deserve’ or ‘we want’ 
because we are not going to 
get. We have to be able to put 
forward a very cogent plan and a 
very well thought out plan on 
why it is the Oceania Football 
Confederation should get quali- 
fication — either direct or by 
some route that is seemed to be 
more fair, 

RK: What has Japan done 
differently to be able to get to 
where they are now so quickly, 
‘yet we could be seen as almost 
dormant when you compare 
each others progress? 

‘Belmes At the end of the 
day it comes down to money. 
‘There is no escaping that reality. 
They managed to do a very good 
job in creating a national J- 
League competition and they got 
significant corporate investment 
and television dollars. That's 


‘Josip Skoko (left) and Alvaro Recoba: 


brought on tremendous growth 
there to such an extent it is chal- 
Jenging baseball which basically 
seen as an old man’s sport if I 
could use that term. Soccer is 
now a young person’s sport in 
Japan and of course companies 
can see the size of the consumer 
market that’s linked in to that. 

‘As opposed to the Australian 
market that has a small popula- 
tion scattered over a very wide 
continent with a national compe- 
tition that wasn’t developed to a 
plan. You really have to look at 
the way the National League 
came about since it was a diffi- 
cult birth; it’s been treated as a 
bit of a ‘bastard child’ by the 
media and by, if you like the soc- 
cer structure itself from time to 
time. We haven't helped our- 
selves. 

Moving forward though, it's 
very clear the competition needs 
to be re-engineered and re-con- 
figured. We need to look at those 
consumer markets where the 
product is currently being pur- 
chased and look at some of those 
bigger markets where we failed 
to make any impact at all, 
Certainly, Melbourne is a worry- 
ing market for us, so is Adelaide 
where there is a monopoly with 
a single club down there and we 
need to do a hell of a lot more in 
the biggest market, which is 
Sydney to engender more con- 
sumers. 

RK:The media have picked 
up and not let go of Soccer 
Australia's financial difficul- 
ties. How really serious are 
they? 

Holmes: We have been in a 
worse situation. If you look at 
the origins of where these prob- 
Jems come from they don’t come 


Uruguay.” 

from this World Cup campaign, 
they come from the 1998 one. 
‘That's where you should look at 
how bad things were and the fact 
that we had to if you like, mort- 
gage some of the “family silver- 
‘ware’ to keep ourselves going. 

The balance sheet from 1990 
‘wasn't very healthy but by 1994 
we had husbanded our finances 
very well. We had money in the 
bank, we ended up with new 
premises at Sydney Football 
Stadium and ended up doing a 
deal with a propeny developer 
that gave us an asset in 
Canberra. 

‘Then the administration of 
that time took over and had a 
good time. We had all these out- 
side people who were supposed 
to be the saviours of the game 
but all they did was-drive us to 
the brink of bankruptcy. 

2% Perth Glory chairman 
Nick Tana believes the game 
has a bright fufure in 


Australia, He says “A fully- 
funded professional National 
Soccer League with well-struc- 
tured clubs with strong financial 


backing, open minded on innov- 


ative ideas, a business like 
approach to the game and a will- 
ingness to lear from other 
countries where othe codes 
have made improvements will 
eventually make the game suc- 
cessful.” 

Hiskmes: | wouldn't disagree 
with what Nick has said, I can- 
not find fault with that at all. We 
need to sit down and have.a long 
hard look at what we,have been 
doing. We all know, and it's 
Pointless to try and run away 
from it, that there had been a 
series of political compromises 
‘over a twenty-year history in try- 


ing to deal with the problems of 


the National Soccer League. 

The fact that we have not 
reached our potential is a result 
of that compromise and if it is 
going to go forward, it is going 
to have to go forward along the 
lines that Nick in my view indi- 
cated, I don’t always agree with 
Nick, but I think he is spot-on 
the money on this one. 

* Looking at the local 
scene and both minor premiers 
South Melbourne and champi- 
ons Wollongong Wolves are at 
the wrong end of the NSL 
table, Is this a sign of the 
changing of the way soccer is 
moving, in terms of soccer's 
support? 

Bielaes: No, it is simply 
reflective of the financial 
strength of the various clubs. 
When you look at the loss of 
players, particularly Wollon- 
gong and their strike force and 
Took at the problems incurred by 


“A lot of people underestimated 


South Melbourne, it's just 
reflective of the economics that 
the game is currently confronted 
with. 

B® Do you believe the 
media exaggerated last week's 
Northern Spirit incident? 

Geimes: In our view 
Richard, it has been blown“ out 
of proportion. You had some 
people venting their frustrations, 
shouting and yelling at the'refer- 
ee, They had some plastic cups 
of beer and quite frankly, they 
drank most of the beer before 
they threw it. They wouldn't be 
wasting it on referees I can 
assure you. 

But you get bit of irrespon- 
sible reporting by an AAP jour- 
nalist and unfortunately the local 
media saw it as an opportunity to 
get the boot in and leverage off 
on the Montevideo situation. It 
Was just gross, inresponsible, 
immature and irrational report- 
ing. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 


REMIER LEAGU 


Www.soccernsw.com.au 


Central Coast Coasties 


KICK-OFF: 6.30pm & 4.30pm, Sunday 9 December 2001 
VENUE: Melita Stadium, Everley Rd, South Granville 


arramatta carved up 
‘Canterbury last 
Friday night knock- 


ing in four unanswered 
goals to run away with the 
game. 

With strikers’ Jim Bakis 
and Anthony Mondello 
enjoying some good service, 
the game was all but over at 
half time with the Eagles 
holding a commanding 3-0 
lead. The win consolidated 
the Eagles a Top Five spot, 
but according to coach Tam. 
Finlayson, they will be going 
all out for the three points and 
continue the side’s good run, 

“Pye been very happy 
with the way the side has 
been. playing,” said 
Finlayson. 

“We've been playing some: 
good attacking soccer, scor- 
ing goals and entertaining, 
and you need to do that, to 
get the fans down to follow 
your games. 

Our finishing against 
Canterbury was first class 
and as a coach I was very 
pleased with the way our 


strikers are taking their 
chances and scoring goals.” 

But while the side has 
been in a winning frame of 
mind, there haye been a few 
injury concerns. with 
Mauricio Islas, Ben Delicata 
and Paul O'Grady (unas- 
signed shirt number) all 
expected to miss this week's 
game with long term injuries. 

“Tt hasn’t been a happy 
three weeks,” continued 
Finlayson. “We've lost three 
key players to injuries which 
lightens our depth a little. All 
three will be sorely missed 
and with the Coasties being 
such a competitive outfit, it 
can be these sorts of things 
that can well decide the 
game.” 

The Coasties were hum- 
bled 3-1 last week by 
Belconnen and are desperate- 
ly looking for another win to 
continue their climb towards 
the Top Five. After a four- 
week layoff, coach Dale 
Eggleton has returned to take 
over the reins from assistant 
Andrew Ollier and lead the 


team from the front. 

“Andrew did a wonderful 
job in my absence,” said 
Eggleton, “but I’m back now 
and really keen to take the 
club forward and into the Top 
Five.” Eggleton will be with- 
out defender Danny Burt who 
has work commitments for 
the next few weeks, but will 
have NSW State goalkeeper 
Darren Moore back after a 
‘one week suspension served 
for a send off in the Penrith 
match. 

“The Eagles are a very 
tough side,” continued 
Eggleton, “and we will need 
to be at our best to test them. 
We will play a lot differently 
to the way we approached the 
Belconnen game and the 
players will need to concen- 
trate for the full ninety min- 
utes, 

If we can maintain our 
shape and discipline and 
work hard off the ball we 
have a good chance and it 
certainly promises to be one 
hell of-a game.” 


+Hokin, 7. Peter Preston, 
jien Smith, 10, Mick 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES are proudly sponsored by Parramatta 
Leagues Club and Bank of Valletta 
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<2)/ PREMIER 


2h | 


EAGUE 


ROUND 7 


Friday December 7 


St George vs 


Blacktown City StGeorge Std 8.00pm 


Saturday December 8 


Penrith Panthers vs 
Fairfield Bulls vs 
Bonnyrigg WE vs 


Belconnen BD 
C’bury-M ville 
Bankstown City 


Andrews Rd Fid 
Nineveh Fid 
Serbian Centre 


6.30pm 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 


Sunday December 9 


Leichhardt Tigers vs 
P'matta Eagles vs 


Siland Sharks 
Central Coast 


Lambert Park 
Melita Stadium 


5.00pm, 
6.30pm 


ROUND 8 


Friday December 14 


bluc cbevils C'buy-M\ville vs 


Uhardt Tigers _StGeorge Std 8:00pm 


Saturday December 15 


Central Coasties vs 
Siland Sharks vs 
Blacktown CD vs 
Bankstown City vs 
Belconnen BD vs 


Fairfield Bulls 
St George 


Nth Power Std 7:00pm 
Seymour Shaw Foopm 
Bonnyrigg WE  Gabble Stadium 7:00pm 
Penrith Panthers Jensen Park 7:00pm 
P'matta Eagles _W Belconnen SG 6:30pm 


‘1st Grade 


istGrade 19 


6.00pm 


4.30pm 
5.00pm 
5.00pm 


3.00pm 
4.30pm 


Ui9 
6:00pm 


5:00pm 
5:00pm 
5:00pm 
5:00pm 
4:30pm 


CENTRAL COAST 


The Cafe La Scala Player of the Week after Round 6 of the NSW 
} Premier League is: 


Paul Bourke of the Fairfield Bulls 
Cafe La Scala is located at 


Yala 
i Shop 32, Piazza Level, Italian Fowum, 


23 Norton St, Leichhardt’ Phone: (02) 9572 8577 


e Match Reports 


e Fairfield Bulls in focus.......... soscamesuvees epaperereteal -P21 


e Scoreboard... 


SERBIAN CENTRE WELCOMES 
BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS. 


*bury-M’ville Olympic 


Fairfield Bulls 


vs 


7pm & 5pm, Saturday 8 December 2001 


win over 


Coach Craig Sharpley is expect- 
ed to name an unchanged first 


tured the comer and is on the way 
up, 

By contrast, Canterbury has 
slipped dramatically in recent 
weeks, falling out of the Top Five, 
down to ninth position on the lad- 
der after last week's loss to 
Parramatta Eagles. 

Reinforcements have arrived in 
the form of Angelo Markopoulos, 
Simon Fedele and Michel Kladis, 
with Terry Murphy and Peter and 
Steve Biviano being released. 


Id Road, Edensor Park 


SQUADS 


BULLS: 1. Frank Mikuletic, 2. Chris Giometti, 3. Mathew Dihm, 

4. Paul Bourke, 6, Paul Richardson, 7. Ray Younis, 8. Stewart 

Van Bentum, 9. Marc Hoenselaars, 10, Mathew Borg, 11. 

Richard Harrison, 12. Tom Maric, 13. Adam Snyder, 14. Ismael 

Arrarte, 15. Pat Darvill, 16. Andy Ravanello, 17. Graig 

Sharpley, 18. Leo Carle, 19. Jason Connolly, 20. Ali Akbal, 21. 
legrino, Coach: Craig ‘laidg 


‘oLyuPic: iit George Bouhoutsos, 2. Greg Collins, 3. Christian 
Ortiz, 4. John Manolopoulos, 5. Mark D’Alessandro, 6. Andy 
‘Amegastile, 7. Con Paradisis, 8, Yane Talcevski, 9. Mark 
Beldham, 10. Hussein Jomaa, 11. Aheleas Kotsopoulos, 12. 
John’ Pillemer, 14. Mite Talcevski, 15. Simon Fedele, 16. 
Angelo Markopoullos, 17. Marcelo Guerrero, 18, Ali Salim, 19. 
Michael Kladis, 20, Les Bihari, Coach: John Xipolitas: 


, remains the 
only unbeaten team in the 
Premier League when they 

it a stubborn Panthers outfit 

at home last weekend. 

On the injury front, midfielder 
Javier Mancino will be out for up to 
six weeks with a leg problem, but 
cn the positive side of-the ledger, 
Femando Greco and Tayfun 
Devrimol are only another two 
weeks from returning to the first 
grade squad, 

Bankstown recorded a hard 
fought 1-0 win over the struggling 
Saints side last Saturday night and 
have moved back into Top Five 
contention with the result, 
However, this game will be a tough 
assignment for coach Claudio 
Canosa and his troops and they'll 
need to be at their absolute best to 
make an impression in this one. 


Bonnyrigg W.E. 


VS 


4, Bobby Dragas, 5. Tayfun Devrimol, 6. Vuko Tomasevic, 
Javier Mancino, 8. David Harding, 9. Shane Knight, 
Christopher Bradiey, 11. Johnny Ghisso, 13, Robert 

14. Leigh Gunn, 15: Peter Cklamovski, 16. Mich 1 Hi 

17. Jimmy Aschner, 18, John Kyriazopoulos, 

22. Rajko Mandic, Devrim Huseyin, 

Woodhouse. : e 

LIONS: 1. Ziatko Josevski, 2. Sefer Yildiz, 9. Richar 

4, Bryan Raeburn, 5. Anthony Kanaan, 6. Paul Wearne, 7. 
George Issa, 8. Aobert Issa, 9. Goce Trposki, 10. 
MacDonald, 11. Alex Trpkoski, 12. Adam Mammoliti, 13. arr i 
Karl, 14, Eikin Elveren, 15. Damien Luksic, 16 

Steven Dimitrievski, 18. Dong-Ki Kim, 19. ‘Hossar 

Cem Akili, Coach: Claudio Canosa 


BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES are proudly sponsored by 


B & S WINDOWS 


Leichhardt Tigers 
vs ~ ee 


Sutherland Sharks 


\ 
SHARRG| 


KICK-OFF: 5pm & 3pm, Sunday 9 December 2001 


eichhardt pulled off a huge 

upset when they defeated 

Blacktown City last week 
and they will be looking for a win 
against the Sharks fo cement a 
Top Five spot. 

Michael Galluzzo is the only 
player currently carrying an inj 
with coach Les De 
to give him every opportunity to 
prove his fitness prior 10 kick-off 

‘The Sharks* disappointing sea- 
son continued last week anoth- 
er loss, leaving them five competi 
tion points adrift of Penrith in tenth 
position. 

For Sharks’ coach Billy McColl, 
this match represents a derby 
against his former club and he'll be 
pulling out all the st 
derail the Tigers’ Top F 


SQUADS 


TIGERS: 4. Andrew Crews, 2. Kelvin Foster, 3. Joe Moric, 4. 
Ross Kathel, 5. Steven Livingstone, 6. Michae! Galluzzo, 7. 
Joe Bruni, 8. James Stubbs-Mills, 9. Allan Picken, 10. Steve 
Karavatakis, 11. Sam La Rocea, +2. Jeremy Brown, 13. 
Andrew Falas, 14. Zoki Adioski, 15. Ryan Jones, 16. Anthony 
Tesoro, 17. Jason Lal, 18. Harry James, 19. Danny Townsend, 
20. John Paul Boutros, Coach: Les De Celis 


SHARKS: 1, Dennes Olla, 2. Peter Feehan. 3. Alen Staicic, 4: 
David O'Hah, 5. Ben Short, 6. Dean Heffernan, 7. Jamie 


Danaskos, 8. Monte Pirengle, 9: Pirengle, 10. Steve 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS are proudly sponsored by Continental Tyres 


and Western Suburbs Lea 


s Club 


St George Saints 


vs 


Blacktown City Demon: 


KICK-OFF: 8pm & 6pm, Friday 7 December 2001 
VENUE: St George Stadium, 88 Bestic, St, Rockdale 


t. George has lost a num- 
ber of key players in 
recent weel 

Captain Michael Kladis left 
the club last week, as did striker 
Emmanuel Papageorgiou leav- 
ing new coach Emmanuel 
Spanoudakis the une! 
of trying to face las 
premier’s Blacktown City. 

‘The Demons had a shock loss 
last week to Leichhardt and will 
be keen to atone. 

Still four points behind the 
league leaders Bonnyrigg, 
Blacktown need to win this 
week to keep the pressure on for 
the top spot. 


Boliantitis, 4. Angelo Petratos, 5. Max Sevare 
Kiadis, 7. George Maglis, 8. Joshua R 


Campbell, 14. Steven P: 
Simon  Verrender, 18. 


‘Spanoudakis 


DEMONS: 1. John Crawl 
Peter Sermanni, 5. Ben’ 
Dee, 8, Darren jocca, 9. 
‘Nikas, 12. Zlatko Donev, 13. 
Mark Hagger, 16. Patrick 
O'Donell, 19. Chad Lewis 
Brown: ss 
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anterbury- 
Marrickville has 
added another experi- 
enced player to their 
ranks, coming to terms 
with Angelo 


Markopoulos late last _ 


week. 

A stalwart of the club 
for many years, 
Markopoulos had missed 
last season with back 
problems, but has made 
a full recovery and is 
ready to add extra bite to 
the Berries engine room, 

Unfortunately the 
news on Bosnian import 
Adnan Zukcic isn’t so 
good, with the club still 
awaiting an international 
clearance from Europe. 
In other news, the 
Berries wish to thank the 
Leichhardt Tigers and 
their president Tony 
Raciti for the help to 
stage last Friday night’s 
game at Lambert Park. 

RM aAAAd 
ions’ president George 
Jackson has again 
been elected to the top job 
at Bankstown City at their 
recent AGM, 

He is joined by a couple 
of new faces on the Lions 
committee in Secretary 
Louie Apostoloyski and 
Treasurer Peter Mileski. 
All Bankstown City fans 
wish George and his team 
all the best for their forth- 
coming terms. 

O04 

nother Premier 

League side has also 
changed presidents with 
St. George replacing Bill 
Bariamis with Ross 
Gardiner at their recent 
elections. Unfortunately 
the club has parted ways 
with caretaker 


player/eoach Michael 
Kladis and striker 
Emmanuel 
Papageorgiou, with 
Emmanuel Spanoudakis 
taking over the reins as 
head coach, 
900% 

harks midfielder Colin 

McAusland was a wel- 
come sight at their game 
against Fairfield Bulls on 
the weekend. 

McAusland had been 
missing from the 
Sutherland line-up for the 
first few rounds as he com- 
pleted his Building 
Certificate at TAFE. 

But with that complet- 
ed, the enigmatic midfield- 
er is back on the park and 
set to play a vital role in 
the team’s push to move 
up the competition table, 

oooe 

ulls midfielder Ray 

Younis is having a 
horror run with injuries, 
again breaking down 
with the same leg prob- 
lem that has kept him out 
of the side for the season 
thus far. 

Younis has undergone 
another MRI scan and 
coach Craig Sharpley is 
hoping a change of doc- 


Ray Younis: Still 
injured for the Bulls. 


tors might be the answer. 

“Tt’s been a terribly 
frustrating year for 
Ray,” said Sharpley. 

“The sad part is that 
he is trying too hard at 
training and coming 
unstuck.” 

oOo4 
loasties’ Dale Eggleton 
has returned to his 

coaching position after his 
four-week sabtatical. 

He says he is raring to 
go and continue on the 
excellent work — that 
Andrew Ollier has been 
doing in his absence. He 
also passed on his congrat- 
ulations to all the players 
for the rapid improvement 
over the past few weeks 
especially when they were 
reduced to ten and nine 
men through send offs. 

He also remarked on the 
great performance of the 
under 19 team and con- 
gratulated coach John 
McLafferty and his players 
for their excellent start to 
the season. 

O04 
elconnen Blue Devils 
had an extra passen- 

ger on the bus to the 
Central Coast last week- 
end. 

The ex-ACT Minister 
for Sport, Mr Bill 
Stefaniak, made the long 
trip in the bus to show 
his support for the club. 

Although no longer in 
Government, his support 
by travelling with the 
team shows the continu- 
ing dedication of those in 
the ACT Legislative 
Assembly to the sport of 
Soccer in the region. 

Speaking of support- 
ers, the Blue Devils are 
expecting a good follow- 
ing to be with the team 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


REMIER LEAGU 


November becoming free MeCaffery, ” 


Austin to take out the Nepean competition. 


real surprise packet, also the Panthers’ under 


come the match at  willnow beshowing their 
Penrith this weekend. skills at half-time of the 
The Supporters Club home game against 
has gained a large follow- Parramatta Eagles. 
ing in Canberra and they Ttems_being sacrificed 
are looking forward to include a baseball bat, 
making themselves yocal _ but that’s another sport. 
at Andrews Road Field Following the match 
on Saturday night, the all the local supporters, 
scene of their first ever both teams’ players and 
Premier League game officials will travel the 
and their winning start short distance back to 
in the new venture. the Belconnen Soccer 
The team is looking to Club in Hawker for a 
go out with a bang come Christmas Party. It is build ge 
the end of the year. expected to be an excit- any bes eet - 
Actually it is more of a ing celebration. al “ee Ce 
chop. A local martial arts $000 PUR DURES 
duo, who were unable to Wi the weekend of ™mmounced an expansion 
attend an earlier game, 


have been right in the fin- oOoe 
ish, These included Danny 

Wells, Ryan Noble and 

Luke Boyd, 

Wells’ predicted prob- 
Jems in. the water were 
well off the mark, with 
him coming out of the 
‘water in third place, but he 
faulted on the bike before 
coming home strongly in 
therun, 

The event was a great 


Michael Noro: 
signing of local Marty star. 


of football, the Penrith McCaffery with previ- 
Panthers’ squad initiated ous experience at a high 
an intemal triathlon chal- level with Blacktown City, 
lenge that took place last comes to the Panthers 
Saturday morning, from the lofal Premier 

Tt was Michael Noro League after being part of 
who ran down the the successful Blue 
Panthers’ Physio Jan Mountains unit in the 


event. McCaffery is likely fo 
Paul Marosevic was the open his campaign with 


19 


running down Austin, to side, but he has been 

come in behind Noro. signed to become a part of 

Austin was next home, and _ the first grade unit. 

Captain Luke O'Connell Given the success so far 

the third of the players to of many other local com- 

: = ! get home. petition recruits this man. 
Angelo Markopoulos: Back with the Berries. A couple of players had could well prove a hit as 


problems with bikes and well in a constantly 
with better luck would improving Penrith side. 


the 24th and 25th of of their squad with the  Tyisthlete and football | 


Penrith Panthers “ai 
fet ts vs 
“tee” Belconnen Blue Devils 


KICK-OFF: 6.30pm & 4.30pm, Saturday 8 December 2001 
VENUE: Andrews Road Field, Andrews Road, Penrith 


fter starting the season with z oer 4 5 
arush, Penrith has struggled / : 
in recent weeks, sliding down 
. to tenth on the competition table. # r vere 
The Panthers really need to post | BLUE DEVILS: 1. Anthony Giannascal 2. Toplica Popovich, 3, Matthe 
another win to keep in touch with the | Gachia, “4. Elliot Zwangobani, 5. Nic Purdue, 6, Shane Lyons, 
Top Five and.they'll get their chance | Michael Katz, 9. Stephen Lazzatl, 10. Daniel Macor, 11, David Arranz, | 
this week in front of @ vocal home 49, Jaime Mauro, 19. Stewart Camara, 14. Elia Saloum, 15. Paul 
crowd at Andrews Road Field. | @anetti 46, Osear Zamora, 17, Stephen Kemp, 18. Lee Pietruk 


Belconnen made the tough roadirip 149 Daniel Camara, 20. Rade Kosanovie, Coach? Lino Florese 
to the Central Coast look easy last : sire 


week, when they beat the home side 
3+1 at the unlikely venue of Woy Woy 
Oval. 

Just one point outside the Top Five, 
coach Lino Fiorese will be expecting 
another forward showing from his 
troops and in particular striker Steve 
Lazzari. 


PENRITH PANTHERS are proudly sponsored by Panthers World of Entertainment Allied 
Pickfords Business Relocations, Prospect Credit Union, Wizard Home Loans, Soul Sports, 
Bonus Plus (Panthers World of Entertainment), Panarottis Pizza Pasta 

(Main Lobby, Panthers World of Entertainment), Penrith Press, Hawkesbury Radio 89.7 
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|he former Nineveh Eagles, 
Tx play on a ground 

behind the progressive 
Assyrian-community Nineveh 
Club on Smithfield Road, 
Edensor Park, have been the suc- 
cess story of the late 20th and 
early 21st centuries. 

Once little more than a field and 
a compact, bumpy one at that, the 
club has spent wisely to bring its 
own ground up to standard by 
building a smart grandstand and 
erecting floodlights and a media 
viewing area. 

Now known as the Bulls, this 
club lostits most popular coach Joe 
Watson during the 2000 Super 
League season in tragic circum- 
stances, 

John Turner took the club to sec- 
ond position during the last Super 
League season and former 
Neweastle Breakers midfielder, 
Craig Sharpley, has been appointed 
their first coach in the NSW 
Premier League. 

The club’s biggest season for 
honours was winning the First 
Division premiership in 1998. 

For many years playing in Red 
‘and White, the club these days is 
more commonly seen in White & 
Black or Red & Black. 


STEWART 
VAN BENTUM 


DATE OF BIRTH: 14/4/75 

BIRTH PLACE: Sydney 

WEIGHT: 74kg; HEIGHT: 175cm 
NICKNAME: VB 

MARITAL STATUS: A month away from being 
married 

PLAYING POSITION: Left-wing back 
JUNIOR CLUB: Nepean 

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS: Australian 
University team 1995, Sydney United tour of 
China 1998/1999 

FAVOURITE MUSICIAN: Blink 182 

FAV T.V. SHOW: English Premier League 
Highlights on SBS 

FAV SPORTING ICON; lan Thorpe 
GREATEST INFLUENCE IN YOUR LIFE: My 
parents 

GREATEST MOMENT: Winning the Premier 
League Grand Final last season with Bonnyrigg 
2002 AMBITION; Win the Grand Final with 
Fairfield 

MOST RESPECTED OPPONENT: Paul Dee 
INTERESTS AWAY FROM SOCCER: Water 
skiing 

NAME FOUR PEOPLE YOU WOULD INVITE 
TO DINNER: Annalise Braakensiek, Michael 
Jordan, Marco Van Basten, Rove McManus 
MOST EMBARRASSING MOMENT: Losing 


Pictured here playing against the Bulls for Eastern 
Suburbs, coach Craig Sharpley has moulded 
Fairfield together quickly to fire them into the 


Top Five, 


IF YOU COULD TAKE 3 THINGS ON A 
DESERTED ISLAND WHAT 

WOULD THEY BE? A volleyball named 
Wilson, a knife, toothbrush 

WHERE DO YOU SEE YOURSELF IN 10 
YEARS TIME? Hopefully still playing 

HOW WOULD YOU SPEND YOUR LAST 10 
DOLLARS? Go out to dinner at Won-Kee in 
Cabramatta. 


FRANK 
MIKULETIC 


DATE OF BIRTH: 27/2/71 
BIRTH PLACE: Sydney 
WEIGHT: 90kg 
HEIGHT: 186cm 
NICKNAME; None really 
MARITAL STATUS: Married 
PLAYING POSITION: Goalkeeper 
JUNIOR CLUB: APIA Leichhardt 
REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS: Australia 
Schoolboys, NSW State team 
FAVOURITE MUSICIAN: Janet Jackson 
FAV T.V. SHOW: Any sporting show 
FAV MOVIE: Face/Off 
FAV FOOD: Pasta 
FAV HOLIDAY DESTINATION: Europe 
FAV SPORTING ICON: Michael Jordan 
GREATEST INFLUENCE IN YOUR LIFE: All 
past and present coaches 
GREATEST MOMENT: Going overseas for 
trials (Spain and Korea) 
NAME FOUR PEOPLE YOU WOULD INVITE 
TO DINNER: My wife, Schmeichel, Zidane, 
the lotto man 
MOST EMBARRASSING MOMENT: None 
really 
IF YOU COULD PICK AN ACTOR TO. 
PLAY YOU IN A MOVIE WHO 


DATE OF BIRTH: 13/2/82 

BIRTH PLACE: Sydney 

WEIGHT: 82kg 

HEIGHT; 6 feet 

NICKNAME: GAT 

MARITAL STATUS: Single 

PLAYING POSITION: Stopper 

JUNIOR CLUB: Saints United 
REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS: NSW CIS 
Schools 

FAVOURITE MUSICIAN: Carl Cox 

FAV T.V SHOW: Seinfeld 

FAV MOVIE; Austin Powers 

FAV FOOD: O Porto 

FAV HOLIDAY DESTINATION: London 
FAV SPORTING ICON: Harry Kewell 
GREATEST INFLUENCE IN YOUR LIFE: My 
parents 

GREATEST MOMENT: Playing against Red Star 
Belgrade 

2002 AMBITION: To keep playing Well 

IF YOU COULD TAKE 3 THINGS ON A 
DESERTED ISLAND WHAT WOULD THEY 
BE? Food, my girlfriend, a soccer ball 
‘WHERE DO YOU SEE YOURSELF IN 10 
YEARS TIME? Playing NSL 

HOW WOULD YOU SPEND YOUR LAST 10 


WOULD IT BE? Bruce Willis oe 

IF YOU COULD TAKE 3 THINGS ON A 
DESERTED I. ID WHAT 

WOULD THEY BE? Food, my wife, a servant 
WHERE DO YOU SEE YOURSELF IN 10 
YEARS? Hopefully training goalkeepers at top 
level and training elite athletes 

HOW WOULD YOU SPEND YOUR LAST 10, 
DOLLARS? Buying a lottery ticket 


DOLLARS? Food : 
IF YOU COULD PICK AN ACTOR TO PLAY 
YOU IN A MOVIE WHO WOULD IT BE? The 
Rock 
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PREMIER LEAGUE FIRST GRADE 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES 4 
(Mark Reveley 14m, Malcolm Meilak 36m, 
Anthony Mondello 42m, Jim Bakis 49m) 


FAIRFIELD BULLS .......... 2 
(Jason Connolly 49m, Mathew Borg 50m) 


BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS ....1 
(Alex Trpkoski 88m) 


BELCONNEN BLUE DEVILS ...3 
(Daniel Macor 20/41m, Steve Lazzari 76m) 


BONNYRIGG WE 
(Bobby Dragas 59m, Robert Gomez 78m) 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS 


(Steve Livingstone 6m, Jeremy Brown 55m) 


C’BURY-M’VILLE OLYMPIC 


SUTHERLAND SHARKS 
ST GEORGE SAINTS 
CENTRAL COAST COASTIES .... 


(Mick Williams 37m) 


PENRITH PANTHERS 
(Jason Sciberras 85m) 


BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS 


(Damon Langan 20m pen) 


UNDER 19 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES 
FAIRFIELD BULLS 

LEICHHARDT TIGERS 

ST GEORGE SAINTS 
BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES .2 
CENTRAL COAST COASTIES . .5 


CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE .. . 
SUTHERLAND SHARKS 
BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS 
BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS .. 
PENRITH PANTHERS 
BELCONNEN BLUE DEVILS 
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Lucky Number 13, Jason Sciberras of 


Penrith and NSW. 
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Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
| Parramatta Eagles 
Blacktown City _ 


Canterbury Marrickville 
Penrith P: 


| Sutherland Sharks: : 
Bankstown CityLions 


TOP SCORERS 
Jimmy Aschner (Bonnyrigg White Eagles) 
Rod Hutchinson (Penrith Panthers) 
Anthony Mondello (Parramatta Eagles) 
Daniel Macor (Belconnen Blue Devils) 


Teenager Ryan Noble. 


Historical Series — Belmore Hercules 


elmore is a club that had its 
Be in a local Belmore 

Greek Orthodox Church 
group when it was founded in 1971 
and is now celebrating its 16th year as 
a member of the NSW Soccer 
Federation. 

After many years with the support of 
the local church there is now in place an 
arrangement with the Lakemba Greek 
Community Club which is a 
fully licenced premises and has 
provided much needed financial 
assistance over the last couple of 
seasons. 


On entering the Federation | BELMORE § Division title in 1992 under 
ranks, the club which had been | HERCULES (J Ziras and continued to play at 
using Beaman Park as its first \ SOCCER J the heritage listed Blick Oval, 
CLUB which overlooks Canterbury 


Federation ground then moved 
to the better appointed and near- 
by Punchbowl Oval. 

They moyed in at Blick Oval a 
decade or so ago, when it became avail- 
able and the club is keen to provide 
improvements to the rather old ameni- 
ties at the ground which has heavy local 
use by schools and clubs. 

After coming through the divisions 
with player-coach Jim Ziras at the helm, 
the club turned first to John Xipolitas 
and then to Nick Theodorakopoulos to 


ef 
tee 
ne 


steer them to their greatest triumph, the 
1995 First Division title. 

Over the years many crack players 
have progressed through the juniors 
including Peter Katholos, Jim Patikas 
and the Cahill brothers, of whom Tim is 
currently starring with Millwall. 

Others to wear the colours include 
one time player-coach Marshall Soper 
and youngster Rod Palomino who 

moved across from Granville 
Chile to partner Jason Lal in the 
team’s biggest season under 
Theodorakopoulos. 

They had annexed the Second 


Racecourse and is overlooked 
itself by Canterbury Boys High School, 
alma mater of Prime Minister John 
Howard. 

The club has also enjoyed much suc- 
cess in the Waratah Cup and finals’ foot- 
ball. 

Belmore Hercules will play in next 
season's State League Division One 
competition. 

Belmore Hercules wears Royal Blue 
and White colours. — By Paul Goodwin 


Blick Oval: Home ground of Belmore Hercules Soccer Club. 


Save big dollars with famous 
% GOLSPORT products this Christmas 


FOLDAWAY MINI GOAL 


Complete = 
goal 

and net, 
soccer ball, 

6 cones, pump, 


Frameless Rebounder improves skills creplaiss 


Was $250" 
<< 


Now $180 


Digcover many more specially reduced items on our website. Special prices to end-December 2001 


GOISPOR? 


WWW.golsport.com.au 


Fax: 02 9531 4477 


Tel: 02 9531 6644 


GOLS 10/01 
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| Central Coast 


a 
& 


he Coasties’ recent good run was ended by 
Belconnen at Woy Woy Oval on Saturday, but 
it was game that they should not have really 


By Ray By Ray Sandell 


lost. 

Don't get me wrong Belconnen were worthy winners 
but Ithink even they will agree that it could have easily 
gone the other way. The pitch appeared awful but the 
players said after the game ati it did not play as bad as 
it looked. 

The tone of the game was set from the kick off when 
from the first attack Williams forced Giannasca to make 
‘a good save and within a minute, at the other end, Collits 
‘was forced to make an even better save from Lazzari. 
‘Two minutes later Hokin brought the best out of 
Giannasca following good through pass by Preston. 
Preston again put Hokin through but his shot was well 
over the bar. 

Midway into the first half Macor latched onto a loose 


Coasties’ goalscorer, Mick Williams. 


Belconnen 


ball about 22 metres from the Coasties goal tumed and 
fired an unstoppable shot past Collits for the opening 
goal. The game continued to go up and down the pitch 
with shots at each end. 

‘Ten minutes before half time Clark made a great run 
down the right, past two defenders, reached the byline 
and put a perfect ball into the penalty box for Williams 
to score the equaliser. Four minutes later Macor put 
Belconnen back into the lead with an exact replica of his 
first goal but this time from 25 metres. 

‘After the break the Coasties really put on the pressure 
and had Belconnen in their own half for at least the next 

twenty minutes. During this period Popovich and Lyons 
cearned yellow cards for becoming too aggressive but the 
Belconnen defence held firm thanks to numerous 
missed goal attempts from the Coasties’ attackers. 
Coach Dale Eggleton substituted Preston and Clark in 
attempt to beef up his attack but the goal drought con- 
tinued. 

Belconnen coach Lino Fiorese did the same with 
Belconnen but his changes seemed to work better, and 
with twelve minutes to go Lyons made a great run down 
the left flank, put a perfect cross over the Coastic 
defence to Lazzari standing at the back post and his 
ical header put the result in no doubt. 

Man of the match was undisputedly Belconnen’s 
Daniel Macor. In addition to his two goals he was 
always dangerous in general play and caused the 
Coasties no end of trouble. He was ably assisted by: 
Shane Lyons. 

Best for the Coasties were Peter Ritchic, Dane Hokin 
and Andrew Clark, until his substitition. Belconnen 
ended up convincing winners but the Coasties left think- 
ing, “it was the one that got away.” 


= ; , 
| Central Coast Coasties 1 (M Williams 37) 
Belconnen Blue Devils 3 (D Macor 20/41, | 
S$ Lazzari 76) 


COASTIES: Collis, Matthews, Daley, 
Hokin, Preston (Smith), Peatey (Steele), 
| Williams, Freeman, Leary, Ritchie, Clark 
| (Haynes) 


| BELCONNEN: Giannasca, Popovich, 
Cachia, Zwangobani, Purdue, Lyons 
(Dowling), Katz (D. Camara), Lazzari, 
| Macor, Arranz (S.Camara), Mauro 


REFEREE: Boyd Mosregot 


%& Sutherland Sharks 0 


é Fairfield Bulls 


By Greg Stock 


airfield Bulls returned to the Premier 

League winners’ list, recording an enig- 

matic 2-0 win over the Sutherland Sharks 
at Seymour Shaw on Saturday night. 

Dominating possession and the flow of the game 
right from the opening whistle, Fairfield were a 
step above their opponents, snaring two goals in 
‘two minutes early in the second half to comfortably 
take the three points. 

With coach Craig Sharpley electing to start 
defenders Paul Richardson and Tom Maric from 
the bench and dropping midfielder Leo Carle to the 
under 19s, it was a new look starting eleven for the 
Bulls, and right from the opening whistle they did- 
n't disappoint. Four shots on goal in the first fifteen 
minutes set the stage, and it was only some desper- 
ate defending by the Sharks back four that kept 
them in the game. 

That all changed when defender Jason Connolly 
got the scoreboard rolling in the 49th minute. 


2 


Lurking unmarked at the back post, Connolly 
unleashed a right foot screamer from the edge of 


| Sutherland Sharks 0 


| Fairfield Bulls 2 (Connolly 49, Borg 50) 


—_———— 


| SHARKS: Dennes Ola, Peter Feehan, Alen 

Stajcic, David O'Han, Ben Short, David 

Hefferman (Andy Watts 70), Monte Pfrengle, 

Alex Pfrengle (Sam LaMacchia 88), Steve 

Cklamovski (Bill Petrovski 75), Kris 
Karanasos, Kire Josevski 


BULLS: Frank Mikuletic, Mathew Dihm, 
Paul Bourke, Stewart Van Bentum, Marc | 
Hoenselaars, Mathew Borg, Richard 
Harrison, Adam Snyder (Patrick Darvill 85), 
Ismael Arrarte (Paul Richardson 51), 
Andrew Ravanello, Jason Connolly (Tom 
Maric 83) 


REFEREE: Mark Hester 
= = 
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Bankstown m City 


St George Saints 


By Claire Killeen 


‘n the dying minutes of the game, the 

Bankstown City Lions scored a 1-0 victory 

cover the St George Saints at Jensen Park on 
Saturday. 

The goal came in the 88th minute, with Alex 
Trpkoski heading the ball into the right hand side 
of the net from inside the box after receiving a 
cross-kick. 


Mr. Consistency, Adam Mammoliti of 
Bankstown City. 


the penalty box after Sutherland 
had failed to adequately clear a 
comer. 

A minute later skipper 
Mathew Borg got the second, 
when he set sail from just inside 
the Sharks half, running past 
three flat footed Sharks’ defend- 
ers to beat Dennes Ollla from the 
edge of the box with his shot. It 
‘was a terrific run from the Bulls 
number ten who looks to be get- 
ting back to his best after a frus- 
trating run with injuries. bs 

For the home side there was [a 
little to cheer about. Goalkeeper | 
Dennes Ola looked solid in cov- 
ering for the injured Mitchell 
Blowes, while stopper Peter 
Feehan and striker Kris 
Karanasos tried hard without }; 
much go forward. \ 

But it was the class of their jf 
‘opponents that ultimately told 
the match. Well marshalled by 
Richard Harrison and Andrew 
Ravanello, they had too many 
guns for the home side who are 
still looking for their first win of 
the season. 


0 


‘Trpkoski was a late substitute coming into the 
game with only a few minutes left on the clock. 
His involvement from the mifute he got onto the 
field was outstanding. Trpkoski was aggressive 
and fierce in his few minutes on the field, some- 
thing both teams were lacking after the drawn out 
encounter. 

For the previous 88 minutes both teams were 
doing enough in attack to ensure the opposition’s 
goalkeepers were not lonely during the match. 
Play drifted from one end to the other. 

The Lions found themselves with many an 
‘opportunity to score however missing the mark. 
‘These attempts guaranteed the spectators; their 
cars and even the sausage sizzle stand were not 
safe from mis-timed balls. 

Adam Mammoliti was the most consistent 
player during the 90 minutes. Mammoliti took it 
to the Saints defence, finding himself quite often 
in space down the left side of the park and within 
range of scoring. 

The Saints played encouraging soccer, match- 
ing the Lions for most of the match. Goalkeeper 
Stacy Alogdellis was impressive apne many cru- 
cial attempts. 

This loss for the Saints still leaves ten winless 
for the s 


| Bankstown City Lions 1 (Trpkoski 88m) 
St George Saints 0 


| LIONS: Josevski, Yildiz, Luksic, Raeburn, | 
| Wearne (Kanaan), 1Ssa, McDonald | 
| (Trpkoski), Mammoliti, Luff (Trposki), 

Bimitrievski, Ki-Kim 


| SAINTS: Alogdellis, Bariamis, Boliantitis, 
Petratos, Maglis, Rufo, Markopoulos, 
Papageorgiou,  Fotiadis,  Macolino 
(Campbell), Papadopoulos (Kladis) 


| REFEREE: Vic Gauci 


| 
| 
Les 


By Paul Goodwin 


fter a stormy and steamy day in Sydney, 

Canterbury-Marrickville and Parramatta 

Eagles faced each other in the only Friday 
night game in the metropolis as the Premier 
League resumed after a week’s break. 

Lambert Park was the venue, with The Berries’ 
usual ground, Henson Park, out of commission and 
the lush surface should have provided the home side 
with the chance to play some great football. 

Instead, with a new look defensive combination 
based around signing Michael Kladis from St 
George, the Berries floundered and were behind 
from just the 14th minute to a well taken Eagles goal, 
following a comer. 

When they found themselves 3-0 down at half 
time they may have entertained ideas of clawing their 
way back, but such hopes were dashed just four min- 
tutes after the restart. 

In what was a game of one-way traffic and in 
which Parramatta looked very classy indeed, the vis- 
itors in winning 4-0 indicated that outside the big 
two, Blacktown and Bonnyrigg, nobody can really 
live with these Eagles at the moment, 

In the 14th minute Jim Bakis latched onto the ball 
inside the area, following a corner on the right by 
‘Tony Mittiga and fired a shot at Les Bihari, which the 
“keeper could only parry. 

Following up, Mark Reveley drilled the ball home 
for his side’s early lead and from that point there was 
no looking back. 

Geoff Howarth laid on a nice pass for Malcolm 
Meilak in the 36th minute and as the big "keeper 
came out to narrow the angle Meilak cleverly lifted 
the ball over his head with a well placed lob. 

Meilak then, from a position in the middle of the 
park, played Anthony Mondello in behind the static 
defence with a nice through pass, enabling the young- 
ster to go on and place the ball smartly past Bihari. 

With three goals posted before half time it was 
curtains for Canterbury, effectively, with Jim Bakis 
completing the scoring with a superb solo effort in 
the 49th, picking the ball up on the centre circle and 
dashing past three defenders to beat the "keeper with 
case, putting his shot into the bottom right comer of 
the net, 


By Paul Goodwin 


eichhardt Tigers produced arguably their 

best performance since the inception of the 

‘Premier League in defeating powerhouse 
side Blacktown City Demons 2-1 at the Gabbie on 
Saturday night. 

Going into the game without key defender 
Michael Galluzzo, injured on the NSW team’s tour 
of New Caledonia, and fielding James Stubbs-Mills, 
who was playing through the pain barrier with an 
ankle that took a battering in the same series, 
Leichhardt were strong in all departments and many 
players had outstanding games. 

Defender Steve Livingstone was a case in point as 
the tall Irishman put in some superb and crucial tack- 
les throughout the game and importantly scored the 
opening goal after just six minutes. After Allan 
Picken’s glancing header had hit the right post and 
been cleared to safety the Tigers won a comer on the 


right, 


Blacktown City 
Leichhardt Tigers 2 


The highly promising Ryan Jones swung the ball. 


Malcolm Meilak, on target for the 
Eagles. 


| Canterbury-Marrickville Olympic 0 


Parramatta Eagles 4 (Mark Reveley 14, 
Malcolm Meilak 36, Anthony Mondello 42, 
Jim Bakis 49) 


|| OLYMPIC: Les Bihari, Greg Collins, John 


Manolopoulos, Mark D'Alessandro, 
Michael Kladis, Con Paradisis (Andy | 
Amegashie 55), Yane Talcevski (Ali Salim 
46), Mark Beldham, Hussein Jomaa, 
Aheleas Kotsopoulos (Mite Talcevski 69), 
John Pillemer 


EAGLES: Jason Holmes, Geoff Dwyer, 
Malcolm Meilak, Mark Reveley, Mirko Jurilj, 
Anthony Mondello (Stephen Chipps 75), 
Tony Mittiga, Jim Bakis (Joel Morgan 85), 
Glenn Sprod, Geoff Howarth (Daniel 
Kukucka 63), Danial Cummins 


REFEREE: Jonathon Streater 


1 


Blacktown City Demons 1 (D Langan 


Leichhardt Tigers 2 (S Livingstone 6, J 
| Brown 55) 


DEMONS: John Crawley, Damien Foxe, 
Peter Sermanni, Ben Willard (Mark Hagger 
65), Damon Langan, Paul Dee, Darren 
locca, Kain Rastall, Naoki Imaya, Jim Nikas, 
David Reid 


TIGERS: Andrew Crews, Joe Moric, Ross 
Kethel, Steven Livingstone, James Stubbs- 
Mills, Allan Picken, Steve Karavatakis, Sam 
La Rocca, Jeremy Brown, Zoki Adioski, 
Ryan Jones 


SENT OFF: Stubbs-Mills (second caution) 
| 67 (LT) 


| REFEREE: Greg Leverton 


By Lezette Isaac 


lhe Bonnyrigg White Eagles maintained their 

ead on top of the premiership ladder with a 

hard fought victory over the Penrith Panthers 
at the Serbian Centre on Saturday night. 

‘The 2-1 victory placed the Panthers with a long list of 
teams who have failed to come away with the points 
from the Serbian Centre. Robert Gomez produced one 
of the goals of the season, with Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
yet to be defeated in the competition so far. 

With Captain Javier Mancino out due to injury the 
Eagles stepped up to the plate with a dominant perfor- 
mance in the first half. 

Both sides had early opportunities, but a real chance 
at goal came in the 28th minute when Johnny Ghisso 
struck the ball cleanly only to have it whiz over the goal. 
A powerful strike by Devrim Huseyin just moments 
later curled into the box and missed the back of the net 
by just centimetres after it hit the post. 

Panthers’ ’keeper Chad Taylor was solid, after he 
was kept busy for most of the first half with some 
impressive saves, At half time the scoreboard read nil all 
with both teams not being able to take advantage of set 
up chances. 

Tempers flared just 9 minutes into the second half, 
when Panthers’ Christian Lima looked to have slid into 
White Eagles’ goalie David Aceski. Players came in 
from all over the field, referee Wayne Crabb struggled 
to pull them apart. 

Order was finally restored and so was the White 


ing Bonnyrigg a comfortable 2-0 lead. 

‘The Panthers mounted a fight back late in thé half. 
Their reward eventually came when Jason*Sciberras 
flicked the ball past Aceski to make the score 2-1 and 
giving them an opportunity to salvage a draw, But the 
White Eagles’ defence held firm as Bonnyrigg extended 
their wining streak. oe 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 (Bobby 
Dragas 59, Robert Gomez 78) 
Penrith Panthers 1 (Jason Sciberras 85) 


WHITE EAGLES: David Aceski, Sasha 
Utjesenovic, Devrim Huseyin, Vuko 
Tomasevic, John Kyriazopoulos (Bobby 
Dragas 58), Johnny Ghisso, David 
Harding, Chris Bradley, Shane Knight , Jim 
Aschner, Robert Gomez (Michael 
Hawrysiuk 81) 


PANTHERS: Chad Taylor, Jon Hawkins 

(Daniel Wells 67), Dave Gardiner, Paul | 
Marosevic, Osvaldo El Ali, Luke O'Connell | 
(Gustavo Orcajo77), Christian Lima, Jason | 
Sciberras, Tim O'Connell, Ryan Noble, 

Luke Boyd 


| REFEREE: Wayne Crabb 


Eagles’ momentum. Substitute 
Bobby Dragas proved an instant 
success, when he powered a 
header straight into the back of 
the net, with the box crowded 


minute, was a masterstroke by 
the coach who put him on just 
minutes before he scored the 


goal. 

In the 78th minute, Robert 
Gomez delighted the crowd 
with one of the most magnifi- 
cent individual goals of the sea- 
son. Having received the ball at 
half way, Gomez sliced his way 
through five Panthers” defend- 


ers, with some brilliant footwork One of the best football stadiums in NSW, the Serbian 


he went past the "keeper to slot 
the tall isthe backof be et ee 


to the near post where Jeremy Brown glanced ahead- 


er beyond the defensive posse and there was 
ee ce gore nite er 


Ss ecaesasts pct aeons tel Yeo 
find no way through a tight and well-marshalled 
Leichhardt defence. Andrew Crews saved a Jim 
Nikas shot with his legs in thel6th, but could do 
nothing four minutes later when Nikas, benefiting 
from a ricochet off an attempted Sam La Rocca 
clearance that put the ball in his path, bore down on 
goal once more. Crews, suddenly exposed, clumsily 
brought down Nikas and Damon Langan put away 
his spot kick with ease. 

‘Nikas also hit the left post seconds before the 
break, from an awkward angle. 

Leichhardt regained the lead their efforts had 
eared when in the 55th a run down the left by Jones 
put Sam La Rocca in for the cross. Steve Karavatakis 
dummied at the near post and this allowed an 
unmarked Brown to rifle the ball past John Crawley 
in superb style. 

Crews continued to play his part, tipping a Paul 
Dee free kick over the bar in the 61st, while Crawley 
needed to do the same to a La Rocca effort at the 
other end. 

‘Two good chances that fell for Karavatakis, late, 
were both squandered, but the Tigers, who lost 
Stubbs-Mills to a second caution only an hour into 
the game, never looked inconvenienced by their lack 
of numbers and took great credit from the game. 


Centre, home ground of the Bonnyrigg White Eagles, 
complete with a perfect surface and electronic scoreboard. 


Former Middlesbrough defender, 
Steve Livingstone led the Tigers to their 
greatest ever triumph in the NSW 
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FOMAls COPS YO 


tackle nooligal 


orean police preparing for 
Ke football hooligans 

during next year’s World 
Cup finals plan to tackle the prob- 
lem with a firm but feminine 
approach, The Evening Standard 
States. 

Korean security officials are to 
deploy a task force of women officers 
experienced in martial arts. 

Up to 10,000 England fans could 
travel to the Far East next June for 
the four-week competition, 

Football Association and the 
British Government will apply strict 
inspection procedures. 

The Korean National Police 
Agency declared that they will 
deploy a special unit of women offi- 
cers, all trained in Taekwondo, 

A spokesman for the Korean 
World Cup organizing committee 
Byung-Taik Lin declared: “We have 


KOREA} 


OSHIE, 


jal fT Part 


a special women task force which is 
part of the national police agency, 
They will be deployed to control the 
‘front line’ to control the situation 
with hooligans.” 

‘The World Cup’s security commit- 
tee will meet tomorrow to discuss 
questions concerning hooliganism 
and the threat of terrorism following 
the 11 September attacks on the US. 
Once teams know where they will be 
based following the draw this week- 
end, security officials from each of 
the 32 qualifiers will visit potential 
headquarters to discuss arrangements 
on Sunday and Monday. 

MI 6 officers may be involved in 
the operation to look after Sven- 
Goran Eriksson's England team. 

The CIA and FBI are already plan- 
ning to guard the American team 
when they play the Koreans in a 
friendly in Seogwipo next month. 


Pep Guardiola 


‘est Ham’s Italian striker Paolo 
di Canio has been awarded the 
FIFA Fair Play Award for his 
actions in a Premiership game last season. 
‘The Italian opted to catch the ball rather 
than shoot with the opposing goalkeeper on 
the ground injured and requiring treatment. 
Football’s ruling body described the gesture 
as “special act of good sportsmanship”. 
It happened at Goodison Park last season 
with the score at 1-1 late in the game and the 


President of Toshiba Corporation, Tadashi Okumura (left), FIFA boss Joseph Blatter (2nd left), President of 
Japan FA, Shunichiro Okano (2nd right) and ex-French football star Michel Platini (right) with the trophy during 
the FIFA 2002 World Cup draws last weekend. 


jinance police last week searched 
F« offices of Italian second divi- 

sion club Napoli and took away 
books relating to the club’s budget for 
the 2000-01 season, ANSA news agency 
reported. 

It is not the first time such a move has 
been executed on the club and could lead 
toa bankruptcy hearing or a possible plac- 
ing in administration of the club, accord- 
ing to the report, 

‘The raid came on the same day as the 
club’s president Giorgio Corbelli and his 
arch rival in the boardroom and the club’s 


outgoing chief executive, Corrado 
Ferlaino, again failed to rubber stamp a 
deal struck last month which would see the 
latter sell his stake to the former. 

“The Corbelli group is not capable of 
executing the payment of 30 percent of the 
foreseen amount of capital with the neces- 
sary liquid means,” claimed Ferlaino. 

“Such circumstances could mean severe 
consequences both for the club and the 
relations between both groups.” 

Last month Ferlaino, a legend at Napoli 
since he persuaded Argentinian superstar 
Diego Maradona to join the club in the 


1980s, finally agreed to end a 32-year stint 
at the club. 

Napoli, who won two unprecedented 
Scudetti for the southern Italian mainland 
during Maradona’s stint at the club, have 
declined since the departure of the 
Argentine. 

‘The San Paolo Stadium which regularly 
hosted 80,000 when Maradona was at the 
club was not managing to attract a 10th of 
that figure earlier this season. 

In recent months the club has been 
forced to play outside Naples because of 
flood damage to the Stadium. 


26 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — DECEMBER 4, 2001 


Guardiola plans to quit 


rescia midfielder Pep Guardiola, 

who has twice tested positive for 

the banned steroid nandrolone, 
says he will retire from football unless 
he can prove his innocence. 

‘The Spain international initially failed a 
routine test after the league match with 
Piacenza on 21 October and was 
subesquently suspended. 

A further test revealed another positive 
result following the match against Lazio 
on 4 November. 

“J have to demonstrate that 1 have not 
taken any substance,” the former 
Barcelona player said. 

“If T cannot manage to do that in the 
next four months, then I won't carry on 


goal empty with Everton goalkeeper Paul 
Gerrard lying injured outside his area. 

Di Canio deliberately caught the ball with 
his hands to stop play so that Gerrard could 
get treatment instead of going for goal, It 
represents an astonishing turnaround for the 
player. who was banned from British football 
for several games for pushing referee Paul 
Alcock to the floor in 1998, 

In addition to di Canio’s award, teenage 
Ghanaian player Sumaila Abdallah will 


playing.” 

The 30-year-old, who was recently 
recalled to Spain’s national team, said he 
had not lost his appetite for the game. 

But he added could not carry on playing 
if people questioned his integrity. 

“There is no player that wants to play 
more than me, but before I return I have to 
prove my innocence,” Guardiola said. 

“T can’t play thinking that there are peo- 
ple out there who believe [am taking some 
form of banned substance. 

“Tam totally innocent and do-not want 
any deals to reduce a possible ban, 

“All | want to do is show that I have 
never knowingly taken a banned sub- 
stance,” 


receive a FIFA Fair Play diploma for saving 
the life of an opponent with mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation. 7 

Both awards will be presented at the 17 
December gala in Zurich, Switzerland which 
will also reveal the destination of Fifa’s play- 
er of the year. 7 

Manchester United’s Dayid Beckham, 
Real Madrid’s Portuguese star Luis Figo and 
his Spanish teammate Raul are the three can- 
didates for the award, 


LEEDS LAND FOWLER 


obbie Fowler’s move from 
Rie to Leeds has been 

sealed after the strike 
passed his medical. 

After agreeing personal terms with 
the Elland Road club, Fowler was 
expected to become a Leeds player 
after a medical. 

But his move was delayed until 
late last week. 

“Things have taken a little longer 


Robbie Fowler: Now bound for 
Leeds. 


than envisaged,” said club 
spokesman David Walker. 

But the deal was confirmed and the 
26year-old striker was officially 
unyeiled by the club at a news con- 
ference on Friday. 

He is believed to have signed a 
five-year deal which will keep him at 
Elland Road until 2006. 

After seeing his side lose 2-0 at 
home to Chelsea in the Worthington 
Cup, manager David O'Leary 
revealed his excitement at the deal. 

“The prospect of Fowler playing 
for us excites me,” O’Leary admitted. 
If we can sign him at the price we 
have got him for then he will be 
another quality addition. 

“Over time, if we can train him and 
fit him in to our way of playing then 
he is somebody who can score a lot 
of goals for us, he added. 

The Yorkshire club originally 
refused to pay the A$45m_ that 
Liverpool were asking for, but the 
Merseysiders confirmed that a fee 
had been agreed. 

The Fowler deal would take 
O'Leary’s spending to A$270m in 
three years - and the move has been 
welcomed by Leeds fans. 

Leeds supporters’ club chairman 
Ray Fell said: “If you are looking at 
bringing in-a striker, then we’ ve gone 
for one of the best. 

“His record proves what an out- 
standing talent he is, and all the 
Leeds fans I have spoken to so far are 
delighted he is coming to Leeds - and 
we’ ve got him at a bargain price. 


Pele picks Zidane 
is World's best 


lootball legend Pele has tipped 

England’s David Beckham and 

Michael Owen to shine in Korea and 
Japan, but insists none of them is yet in the 
same league as Zinedine Zidane. 

Pele also thinks England will be among the 
leading contenders for the 2002 World Cup. 

The World Cup winner with Brazil in 
1958, 1962 and 1970, said that the English 
national team may have to wait another four 
years, with the best still to come from Owen 
and Beckham, 

Pele said: “There is no doubt that Owen 
can become the best in the world. 

“He is still young but he has experience 
and he is quick. 

“Beckham is a different kind of player, He 
is more technical and can set up the team and 
the game, 

“Both of them can be mentioned among 
the best in the world, but if I had a vote for 
world player of the year | would stay with 
Zinedine Zidane, 

“Raul played well last season and was 
impressive for Spain, but Zidane has been 
stable at his level for as much as eight years. 

“Rivaldo is good for Barcelona but for 
Brazil he did not do it.” 

Pele insisted that Zidane will complete a 
glorious summer by helping France to the 
World Cup final again, 

“You have to respect all the big names,” 
the football star said. 

“T would expect Italy to do well. Even if 
they don't play well they can come good. 

“You must respect England. They have a 


good team, no doubt, but it is unfortunate that 
we have lost Holland. 

“For the World Cup, that is a big loss. 

“But, if I had to choose two, then I would 
say that Argentina and France would be in the 
final.” 

Pele believed that Brazil could still chal- 
lenge for an unprecedented fifth world 
crown. 

“In Brazil, we never had it in our minds 
that we were not going to qualify,” though a 
wry smile suggested the thought may have 
briefly crossed his mind. 

“Who knows, six months is enough time to 
improve the team, 

“At the moment, Brazil have a coach [Luis 
Felipe Scolari] who likes to play defensive 
football and that is not the Brazilian way. 

“The current Brazil team play a hard game, 
but I hope that in the six months between now 
and the World Cup he can put together a team 
to play like Brazil.” 


outh American media 
Gismed a bitter attack 
on Danish referee Kim 
Nielsen last week for his con- 


troversial performance in the 
World Club Cup final between 


WHY VAN GAAL 


QUIT DUTCH JOB 


ouis Van Gaal has resigned as 
manager of the Dutch national 

team in disgust at the attitude of 
the players, the. Volkskrant newspaper 
reported last week. 

Van Gaal, who failed to lead the 
Netherlands to qualification for next 
year’s World Cup finals, was reported to 
have resigned although there was no con- 
firmation early Wednesday from either 
the manager or the Dutch football feder- 
ation (KNVB). 

Volkskrant said the final straw for Van 
Gaal came when the Dutch national side 
performed disappointingly in the 1-1 
draw in a friendly against Denmark in 
Copenhagen on November 10. 

“Van Gaal did not appreciate the fact 
that the players did not take the match 
against Denmark seriously,” said the 
paper. 

“Van Gaal saw that the players weren’t 
quite as good as they thought they were 
and that some of them really wanted to 
have a new coach,” Volkskrant added. 

Dutch federation president Hans 
Kesler made no immediate response to 
the reports of Van Gaal’s resignation, 
telling Dutch media: “We have agreed 
not to comment and will stick by that 
agreement.” 

Van Gaal, a former coach of Ajax and 


Louis Van Gaal 


Barcelona, succeeded Frank Rijkaard in 
July 2000 when he resigned following 
the penalty shootout defeat by Italy in the 
Euro 2000 semi-finals. 

‘Van Gaal had signed a six-year con- 
tract with the KNVB but failed to pass 
the first hurdle by taking the Dutch, who 
were semi-finalists at the 1998 World 
Cup, to Japan and South Korea next year. 


Genin Bayern Munich 
and Argentina’s Boca Juniors. 

Argentine newspapers accused 
the official of inconsistency and 
of allowing Bayern players to 
conduct a witchunt against Boca 
playmaker Juan Roman Riquelme 
by not showing them yellow 
cards. 

Brazilian media, who usually 
have little sympathy for their bit- 
ter arch-rivals, joined in the criti- 
cism. 

The Argentines had few com- 
plaints about the first half dis- 
missal of Boca striker Marcelo 
Delgado, who was sent off for 
diving having been previously 
booked for kicking the ball away. 

But they asked why Bayern’s 
Elber and Bixente Lizarazu were 
not booked for the same offence 
in the second half. 

There was also all-round con- 
demnation for a vicious-looking 
tackle“by Bayern’s Paulo Sergio 
on Riquelme. 

The Brazilian went in with his 
foot dangerously high and elbow 
flying but did not get even a yel- 
low card. 

“Elber, already booked, dived 
in the area but this time Nielsen 
did not do what he had done with 
Delgado,” said the website 
Futbolargentino.com. 

“Riquelme was the victim of 
numerous fouls, many of them 
extremly violent.” 

The sports daily Ole, devoting 
an entire article to a miniscule 
analysis of Nielsen’s perfor- 
mance, counted nine free kicks 
awarded for fouls on Riquelme, 
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Bayern Munich defender Saviual ae ani left) with Giovanne Elber (left), goalie Oliver Kahn xa 
right) celebrating with the Toyota Cup in Tokyo, last week after beating Boca Juniors. 


none of which, it said, earned 
their offenders a yellow card. 
Paulo Sergio ‘should -have been 
given a straight red for his beastly 


has had his two-match ban for 
an alleged headbutt scrapped 
by Italian football disciplinary chiefs 
who absolved the player of foul play 
in a league match against Lazio. 
French striker Trezeguetwas handed 
the ban the previous week following 
the use of TV evidence to decipher an 
offence unseen by referee Pierluigi 
Collina during Juve’s 1-0 defeat, but an 
appeal by his club last week proved 
successful. 
“Tam safe but I am convinced that 
my gesture was not violent,” said 


J striker David Trezeguet 


tackle on 1 Riquelme’. 


think that only ‘the Argentines 
cause trouble,” 


“Why do the European feferees 


itasked, 


Trezeguet shortly after he scored two 
goals in his side’s 4-0 Champions 
League victory over Bayer Leverkusen 
of Germany, 

“Justice won the day although I 
know there will be controversy about 
this decision, With (Simone) Inzaghi 
there were a few insults because the 
game was heated but at the end of the 
first half I already apologised to him.” 

The panel, in absolving Trezeguet, ~~ 
said the evidence of assistant referee 
Pietro Contente had played a crucial 
tole in exonerating the player. 
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ATALANTA . 
INTER MILAN ; 


“ater Milan took over the top spot in 

Serie A on Sunday after coming 
from behind for a 4-2 win at Atalanta. 

Luigi Di Biagio gave Inter an 
eighth minute lead but Atalanta’s 
Cristiano Doni scored two goals in 
seven minutes to give the home side 
the lead at the break. 

A Christian Vieri spot-kick on the 
hour put Inter level and 15 minutes 
later the Italy striker put his side 
ahead with a fine header from an 
Alvaro Recoba cross. Sierra Leone 
forward Mohammed Kallon secured 
Inter’s win on 79 minutes with a 
deflected shot past Atalanta goal- 
keeper Massimo Taibi. 

Inter climb to the top of Serie A on 
25 points, two above Chievo Verona 
and defending champions AS Roma. 


FIORENTINA 1 


PIACENZA 3 
pes striker Paolo Poggi 

scored one of the fastest goals in 
Serie A history as he put his side 
ahead inside 10 seconds at 
Fiorentina. 

Piacenza went on to win 3-1 for 
their first away victory of the season 
as Dario Hubner and Francesco 
Statuto scored two late goals to 
secure the points. 


JUVENTUS 2 


PERUGIA 0 
oe Nedved scored his first 

league goal for Juventus after 
seyen minutes and French interna- 
tional David Trezeguet slotted home: 
his seventh of the season on 76 min- 
utes to secure the win. 

Juve move up to fifth on 20 points, 
level with Lazio. 


LECCE 1 


LAZIO - 2 
cals from Hernan Crespo and 
‘Simone Inzaghi gave Lazio their 

fifth win of the season but the Rome 


CHIEVO TOPPLED! 


club slipped to sixth in the table 
behind Juventus with both clubs on 
20 points. 

Crespo slotted home a 59th minute 
penalty for his sixth goal of the sea- 
son, while Inzaghi connected two 
minutes later for his second of the 
campaign. =~ 
AC MILAN 3 
CHIEVO VERONA 2 


hievo Verona lost top stop in 

Serie A as they slipped toa 3-2 
defeat against AC Milan at the San 
Siro. 

‘The Verona side fell behind in the 
15th minute when Filippo Inzaghi put 
Milan ahead with a header from a 
Serginho cross. 

But forward Massimo Marazzina 
cracked home the equaliser after 
latching onto a through ball from 
Christian Manfredini in the 26th 
minute and a Bernardo Corradi head- 
er three minutes later gave Chievo a 
2-1 lead at the break. 

Milan pulled level after 58 minutes 
with an Andriy Shevchenko penalty. 
‘Six minutes later the Ukrainian strik- 
er headed home a Rui Costa cross for 
the winner and his ninth goal of the. 
season. 

Milan played the last 23 minutes 
with 10 men when Inzaghi was car- 
ried off injured with all of manager 
Carlo Ancelotti’s substitutes used, 

, 
AS ROMA 1 
VENEZIA 0 
S$ Roma needed a last-minute 
lected shot from Diego Fuser 
to beat bottom club Venezia after 
struggling to break down the defence 
throughout the game. _ 

Roma had Brazilian defender 
Aldair sent off in the 83rd minute 
before substitute Fuser struck in 
injury time. 


UDINESE 3 
PARMA 2 


dinese came back from two 
goals down to beat struggling 


Inter Mitan’s Xavier Zanetti celebrates after scoring against 
Udinese in the Italian Cup, iast week. 
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Parma 3-2 for their first home league 
win this season. 

Marco Di Vaio had put Parma two 
goals up inside four minutes but 
Roberto Muzzi scored twice for Roy 
Hodgson's side before Danish inter- 
national Martin Jorgensen grabbed 
the winner with a fine solo efor, jin 
the 54th minute. 


Siveniaa goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon (left) catches the ball, as 
teammate Alessandro Birindelll, (right) tackles Perugla’s Zisis 
Vyrzas. 


VERONA 2 
BRESCIA | 0 
iechtenstein international Mario 


Frick scored twice to help Verona 
record their fifth league win of the 
season. ss 


sit cf 
Chelsea's William 


[if anchester United’s mis- 
ery continued when 
Chelsea romped to a 3- 


0 victory at Old Trafford. 

Reds goalkeeper Fabien 
Barthez was given another chance 
after last week's mistakes, but 
could do nothing to stop Mario 
Melchiot powering home a header 
after only six minutes, 

With 64 minutes on the clock 
Juan Sebastian Veron gave the ball 
away to Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink, who broke with fel- 
low striker Bidur Gudjohnsen, and 
lashed a low drive from an acute 
angle passed Barthez. 

United fought back and out of 
form Paul Scholes had a long- 
Tange shot cleared off the line by 
William Gallas before Gudjohnsen 
finished them off with a well-taken 
goal four minutes from time 


IPSWICH TOWN 0 
ARSENAL 2 
tsenal moyed into second 
Place in the Premiership 
after a strong perfor- 
mance against a poor Ipswich 
Side missing some key players. 
Midfielder Fredrik Ljungberg 
carried on where he left off against 
Manchester United last week and 
scored the opening goal for the 
Gunners after only five minutes, 
‘The Swedish international - who 
England will face at the World Cup 
was then brought down in the box 
during the second-half by a clumsy 
Mark Venus challenge and striker 
Thierry Henry despatched the 
tesulting penalty to make the final 
score 2-0, 


SUNDERLAND 1 
WESTHAM () 


cottish international Don 
Hutchison returned to 


Sunderland for the first 


Gallas, left, robs Manchester United’s Andy Cole of the ball. 


time since his less than amicable 
departure from the north east 
club as captain of the Hammers. 

Abuse and boos rained from the 
stands but the worst insult came in 
the 85th minute from striker Kevin 


Phillips who gave Sunderland a 1- 
0 victory. 
EVERTON 2 


SOUTHAMPTON 0 
fter being booed off at 
halftime, Everton took 
the lead through Tomasz 

Radzinksi in the 50th minute fol- 

lowing good work by makeshift 

striker Steve Watson, 

‘Thomas Gravesen wasted two 
great chances to put the result 
beyond doubt, before clearing an 
Anders Syensson header off the 
line and racing upfield to supply 
the cross for Mark Pembridge’s 
clinching goal in the 87th, 


FULHAM i) 
LEEDS UNITED i) 
jormer Liverpool strike 
Robbie Fowler made his 
Leeds debut but could not 
break the stalemate at Craven 
Cottage. 

His best moment was an impro- 
vised volley four minutes from 
time which was smothered by 
goalkeeper Edwin yan der Sar, 

Fulham, who were worthy of a 


point, went close through Andy - 


Melville and Luis Boa Morte, 
whose first half shot was cleared 
off the line by Gary Kelly. 


ASTON VILLA () 
LEICESTER CITY 2 
At Akinbiyi was credited 
with Leicester’s opener 
after 12° minutes, 
although defender Frank 
Sinclair helped the ball over the 
line after a scramble in the Villa 


penalty area. 

Jamie Scowcroft made it two 
six minutes after the break before 
Villa substitute David Ginola was 
Sent off six minutes from time, 


BLACKBURN ROVERSO 
MIDDLESBROUGH 1 
len Boksic’s fortuitous 
goal on the stroke of half- 
time gave Middlesbrough 
the lead at Ewood Park. 

Craig Short’s clearance can- 
noned off..Boksic and over 
Blackburn goalkeeper Brad 
Friedel. Martin Taylor hit the post 
for Blackburn, and the visitors’ 
lead was also kept intact by their 
goalkeeper Mark Crossley, who 
made second half saves from strik- 
ers Matt Jansen and Corrado 
Grabbi. 


a € 
Everton's Paul Gascoigne celebrates Mark Pembridge’s goal 
against Southampton, 


CHARLTON ATHLETIC1 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 1 
lan Shearer’s controver- 
sial sending-off dominat- 
ed affairs at The Valley. 
He was dismissed after a chal- 
lenge with John Fortune three min- 
utes from time for what the assis- 
tant referee viewed as a raised 
elbow. By then, 20-year-old striker 
Charlie MacDonald had equalised 
Gary Speed’s opener _for 
Newcastle as the Magpies extend- 
ed their woeful record in matches 
against clubs in London, where 
they have not won in 28 visits. 


DERBY COUNTY t') 
LIVERPOOL 1 
iverpoo! remained top of 
the table with a 1-0 at 
Derby thanks to the hero- 
ies of Polish goalkeeper Jerzy “ m ° 
Dudek DIVISION ONE 

Michael Owen put the Reds . - 
ahead with a tap-in after six min- éld i 
utes and after surviving apepper- 
ing of shots from Czech interna- 
tional Derby nearly sneaked a 
draw. 

Darryl Powell’s deflected shot 
forced a great save from Dudek 
midway in the second-half and 
then the inspired keeper saved a 
late penalty from Italian striker 
Frabrizio Ravanelli to secure all 

iree points for the league leaders 


(Saturday, December 8) 
Arsenal vs Aston Villa 
Sunderland vs Chelsea 

Blackburn vs Leeds 
Charlton vs Tottenham 
Derby vs Bolton 
Fulham vs Everton 
Ipswich vs Newcastle 

Leicester vs Southampton 

Liverpool vs Middlesbrough 

Manchester Utd vs West Ham 
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despite playing the last 15 tae 
minutes a player short 
when Jesus Maria Lacruz 
was sent off under contro- 
yersial circumstances. 

Lacruz argued with 
Barca star Rivaldo during 
play and was booked by the 
referee. It was his second 
yellow card of the match, 
resulting in an ejection. 

But what the referee 
missed, the cameras did 
not. Rivaldo clearly was 
caught by the field cameras 
‘of provoking the conflict 
and even hitting Lacruz in 
the back, The Brazilian 
could be suspended for a 
number of games by the 
Spanish Disciplinary 


Committee for his behay- 
Jor. 


Spanish Primera Liga 


BARCA BEATEN AT HOME 


thletic Bilbao upset 
Barcelona, 2-1, at +s 
the Nou Camp, “© 


Real Madrid’s Raul (right) challenges Osasuna’s Contreras during their league 


match in Madrid. 


The loss __ pushed 
Barcelona into fourth with 
23 points, three behind 
Deportivo Coruna, who 
were thrashed 4-1 at 
Mallorca a day later. 

Basque side Athletic is 
sixth with as many points 
as Barcelona and Valencia, 
but an inferior goal differ- 
ential. On Sunday, Valencia 
lost for the first time this 
season, a disappointing 2-0 
performance at next-to-last 
Real Sociedad. 

Depor fell behind 2-0 
less than 30 minutes into 
the contest when Alberto 
Luque scored off a cross by 
Samuel Eto and found the 
mark with a long range 
kick. Walter Padiani coun- 
tered for Deportivo a 
minute after the second 
goal, but Bilbao was not 
discouraged and scored two 
more in the second half. 

Alaves and newly pro- 
moted Real Betis are the 
season's surprises after 14 
games. Both have 24 


se Perak 


and Unai (right). 
30 


Celta de Vigo’s Catanha (left) fights for the ball with Villareal’s Galca (centre) 


points. 
Betis won 2-1 at Osasuna 

to improve to third place, 
Alaves lost 1-0 at Villarreal 
but wasted a chance to go 
top of the table after 
Deportivo also lost. 
Although still in seventh 
place, Real Madrid is now 
within four points of 
Deportivo following a 3-0 
victory at bottom side Rayo 
Vallecano in the Madrid 
derby. 
Raul scored his sixth 
goal of the season after just 
two minutes and Fernando 
Morientes tallied his fourth 
and fifth. 
Celta Vigo and Sevilla 
posted convincing wins to 
stay mid-table. Catanha 
scored twice to overcome a 
Celta early deficit en route 
to a 4-1 win. Catanha took 
his season total to seven 
goals. Sevilla crushed 
Valladolid, * 4-0. Jose 
Antonio Reyes, an 18-year- 
old striker, made the best of 
a long run past three 
defenders with a clinical 
finish. 
In other results, Tenerife 
. posted a 1-0 victory against 
Malaga and Real Zaragoza 
edged Las Palmas, 2-1. 
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WORLD LEAGUES 


DUTCH EREDIVISIE 


Willem II Tilburg 2 NAC Breda 2, Utrecht 3. Fy, 
Vitesse Arnhem 1, Sparta Rotterdam 0 NEC Lg 
Nijmegen 0, Heerenyeen 1 Feyenoord 0, | 
‘Twente Enschede 1 Fortuna Sittard 1, PSV 
Eindhoven 3 AZ Alkmaar 0, RKC Waalwijk 3 


Roda JC 0, Graafschap 1 Groningen 2 


PW 
Feyenoord 4 
Ajax Amsterdam 14 
Heerenveen 15 
NAC Breda 16 
Utrecht 16 
PSV Eindhoven 16 
Vitesse Amhem 15 
RKC Waalwijk 16 
AZ Alkmaar 16 
Willem II Tilburg 16 
NEC Nijmegen 16 
Graafschap 
Groningen 
Sparta Rotterdam 
Den Bosch 
‘Twente Enschede 
Roda JC 
Fortuna Sittard 


PELEEUUUNEAIIMRO HOS 


Standard Liege’s Da Silva Moreira 
celebrating his goal over the 


weekend. 


We IIA RINKNUNYLEENED 


CCUUISCSCIUBIBUNRWOKUE 


F 
31 
31 
2 
30 
32 
31 
16 
24 
18 
4 
13 
20 
18 
17 
2 
7 
15 
13 


A Pts 
it 31 
18 29 
10 28 
24 28 
21 27 
23 27 
10 26 
19 23 
21 20 
19 
19 
17 
7 
17 
16 


Igor Gluscevic of FC Utrecht jubi- 
lates after his goal against 
Vitesse Arnhem. 


Anderlecht 4 Mouscron 2, Antwerp 1 
Lokeren 1, Beyeren 1 Beerschot 1, La 
Louyiere 3 Westerlo 3, “Lierse 1 
Molenbeek 2, Genk 2 Sint-Truiden 2, 


Ghent 0 Lommel 0 


PW 
13 
15 9 
1559) 
15 8 
147 
13.7 
15 6 
15 6 
dij) 
15 4 
1535) 
145 
144 
15°3 
44 
15 3 
15.3 
1 


@tub Bruges 
Genk 

Ghent 
Lokeren 
Anderlecht 
Standard Liege 
Beerschot 
Mouscron 
Sint-Truiden 
Lommel 
Molenbeek 
Charleroi 
Westerlo 
Lierse 

Aalst 
Antwerp 

La Louviere 
Beveren 


Bs to tei ts ohn) a on Bees OU ene 


F A Pts 
34 11 34 
42.19 32 
28 21 30 
2113.27 
29 16 26 
23 15 25 
32.23.23 
30 23 19 
23.24 19 
2731 18 
21-28 17 
13.25.17 
20-24 15 
19 24 14 
15 34 14. 
19.27 12 
18:34 12 
9 13.36 8 


womII Ie Hnnwnenneveee 


Akratitos 0 Aris Salonika 1, PAOK Salonika 2 Ethnikos Asteras 1, Tonikos 1 Xanthi 
1, Aegaeleo 0 Panionios 1, Panachaiki 0 AEK Athens 1, OFI Crete 1 Iraklis 0, 
Olympiakos 2 Panathinaikos 2 


AEK Athens 
Olympiakos 
Aris Salonika 


Ethnikos Asteras 
Tonikos 
Panachaiki 
Aegaleo 


ce G0 60 00 02 00.00 00 co oo wo CD 
Seon NNVHuvNEEuris 
PEUNNENKHEH WSS 
ADVE ENOUNNNYH ORM 


Pts 
a1 
18 
15 
13 
12 
12 
12 
il 
10 


8 
8 
5 
4 
2 


John Hartson: 
Scored a brace for Celtic. 


CELTIC GALLOP AWAY 
eltic made it 12 league wins in a row with a com- 
fortable triumph over Hibs at Parkhead. John 
Hartson capped a great performance with two goals 

‘and set up Neil Lennon’s strike as the champions tem- 

porarily moved 13 points clear at the top of the SPL. 

His have only picked up one point in their last five 
league outings and now lie eighth in the table. 'This time 
last year they were in second spot, 

Elsewhere, a first-half double by Canadian striker 
Davide Xausa und an own goal by Steven Hammell put 
Livingston on easy street against Motherwell, 

‘The West Lothian side outclassed their opponents in 
the first 45 minutes and although Well improved after the 
break, the result was never in doubt. 

Rangers meanwhile saw their tite challenge come even 
further off the rails as Dundee deservedly held on for a 
point at Dens Park. 

‘The home side had the better of the first period and had 
‘number of penalty claims turned down, Rangers pushed 
them back after the break but were unable to capitalise on 
the chances they created. 

Rangers came out of the blocks sharply and Shota 
Arveladze had a third minute shot deflected wide, The vis- 
itors dominated the early possession but failed to trouble 
Jamie Langfield, 

Dundee threatened for the first time in 14 minutes 
when Fabian Caballero turned and shot from the edge of 
the box, but Klos watched the ball go wide, Caballero 
caused further problems moments later with a dangerous 
ball into the box which the Rangers defence struggled to 
clear. 

Dundee had a reasonable claim for a penalty after 18 
minutes when Klos kept the scoreline blank in 28 minutes 
‘with a magnificent fingertip save from Caballero after the 
Rangers defence had been carved open by Temuri 
Ketsbaia, 

Claudio Reyna passed up the best opportunity of the 
evening in 54 minutes when Langfield failed to gather 
Caniggia’s cross, but with the goal gaping Reyna blasted 
over. Flo should have scored four minutes later after his 
good work released Canigeia, but the Norwegian could 
not direct his shot from Caniggia’s cross, 

Aberdeen preserved their home invincibility to pip St. 
Johnstone 1-0, while Hearts and Dumferline finished their 


IMPRESSIVE PSG! 


is St Germain cruised to a convincing 
4-0 victory at Troyes on Sunday, qualify- 
ig for the French league cup second 
round. 

‘The Parisians, who lifted the trophy in 1995 
and 1998 but have underperformed this season, 
found some of their old attacking inspiration to 
slot in two first-half goals in 10 minutes. 

Nigerian Bartholomew Ogbeche headed home 
a comer by compatriot Augustine Okocha to put 
the visitors in front in the 15th minute before 
defender Bernard Mendy beat goalkeeper Tony 
Heurtebise from close range in the 25th. 

The hosts were denied a goal by former 
Parisian striker Patrice Loko who was offside on 
the half-hour, 

PSG shifted to higher gear in the second half 
and Okocha scored from the penalty spot in the 
57th after substitute ‘goalkeeper Herve Sekli 
fouled Mendy inside the box. 

Troyes, who beat PSG 1-0 in a league match in 
November, tried to fight back but Paris goalkeep- 
er Jerome Alonso produced several dramatic 
saves. 

The hosts squandered their best chance when 
striker Valdan Djukic volleyed wide a pass by 
Jerome Rothen with 10 minutes to go, 

In injury time, sweeper Frederic Dehu 
unleashed a 25-metre freekick to beat Sekli who 
was left helpless when the ball was deflected by a 
defender. 

On Saturday, Monaco fought back to thrash 
league leaders RC Lens 4-1. It was only the sec- 
ond defeat of the season for Lens who went down 
3-0, also to Monaco, in the league in September. 


PSG defender, Barthlomew Ogbeche(left) 
tries to stop a Troyes player on Sunday 


Wolfsburg’s Ghanaian Charles Akonnor 
(right) evades FC Hansa Rostock’s 
Swedish Peter Wibran. 


LEVERKUSEN STAY 
TOP 


ayern Munich missed a great chance to close 

the gap on German first division leaders 

Bayer Leverkusen when they lost 2-1 away to 
Hertha Berlin on Sunday. The defending champions 
are in third place four points behind the leaders 
after wasting a 1-0 lead to concede their third 
Bundesliga defeat of the season, 

Bayern had an opportunity to move back to within 
‘one point of Leverkusen after the leaders lost their first 
game of the campaign - a 2-1 defeat at Werder Bremen 
on Saturday. 

Despite being without first-choice goalkeeper 
Oliver Kahn and playmaker and captain Stefan 
Effenberg, both injured, the Munich club went ahead 
with a header from Croatian midfielder Niko Kovac 
right after the interval, 

But sixth-placed Hertha fought back with an 
equaliser from midfielder Andreas Neuendorf in the 
Tist minute before Hungarian midfielder Pal Dardai 
gave them victory six minutes from time. 

We squandered too many opportunities in the first 
half,” said Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld, whose men 
beat Boca Juniors 1-0 after extra time on Tuesday in 
‘Tokyo to lift the World Club Cup for the first time in 25 
years. 

“In the second half Hertha put us under a lot of 
pressure and we were a bit tired,” he added. “We made 
far too many defensive mistakes.” Hamburg SV beat 
bottom-placed FC St Pauli 4-3 in an entertaining city 
derby in the other match played on Sunday. 

HSV seemed on their way to a comfortable victory 
as they led 3-0 lead at halftime but St Pauli put up 
brave challenge in the second half and came close to a 
draw after two late goals from midfielder Andre 
Trulsen. 


=f Vie 
CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Osijek 1 Rijeka 0, Hrv. Dragoyoljac 2 
Marsonia 0, Pomorac 0 Sibenik 0; Kamen 
Ingrad 1 TSK 0 Dinamo 2, Cibalia 1 Hajduk 0 
Zagreb 2, Cakovec 3 Zadar 0, Slaven Belupo 2 
Varteks 2 


A Pts 
Zagreb 15 45 
Varteks 

Hajduk 
Dinamo 

Rijeka 

Slaven Belupo 
Cakovec 

Hry. Dragovoljac 


5 


Kamen Ingrad 
Sibenik 
Cibalia 

TSK 


TURKISH FIRST DIVISION 


Genclerbirligi 0 Goztepe 1, Fenerbahce 1 
Besiktas 2, Malatyaspor 1 Trabzonspor 0, 
Antalyaspor 3 Bursaspor 0, Yozgatspor ¢ 
Ankaragucu 2, Kocaelispor 0 Gaziantepspor 0, 
Rizespor 2 Diyarbakirspor 0, Denizlispor 4 
Samsunspor 1, Galatasaray 4 Istanbulspor 1. 


PRRREAQAADAIDG 
WeUUA KVEURILLO BOS 
BRecass sory saa eaven 


P 
Galatasaray 14 
Fenerbahce 14 
Besiktas 14 
Istanbulspor 14 
Bursaspor 
Kocaelispor 
Gaziantepspor 
Ankaraguct 
Goztepe 
Trabzonspor 
Denizlispor 
Antalyaspor 
Rizespor 
Samsunspor 
Diyarbakirspor 
Yozgatspor 
Malatyaspor 
Genclerbirligi 


PORTUGUESE FIRST DIVISION 


Belenenses 1 Gil Vicente 0, Varzim 0 Pacos 
Ferreira 3, Beira Mar 0 Vitoria Guimaraes 0, 
Alverca 1 Uniao Leiria 1, Benfica 2 Santa 
Clara 1, Maritimo 0 Sporting 2,Salgueirds 1 
Boavista 1, Porto 2 Farense 0. 
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NVELCORELERUUARQIYMS SE 
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wouun 


Porto 

Benfica 
Sporting 
Boavista 
Belenenses 
Vitoria Guimaraes 
Uniao Leiria 
Maritimo 
Beira Mar 
Braga 

Vitoria Setubal 
Gil Vicente 
Pacos Ferreira 
Salgueiros 
Farense 

Santa Clara 
Alverca 
Varzim 


RRR RORERRRDRUQADDICSS 
WHENNRULWENSRANHDROAHY 
BAAIINAAUUEIHRUUBOUE 
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BRISBANE STRIKERS 


(Rech 38) 


OLYMPIC SHARKS 


Venue: Ballymore. Crowd: 3524. Referee: B. Hugo 
Cautions: McKain (BS) 61 
Red Card: Carle (0S) 25. 


Teams: BRISBANE STRIKERS: Kearton, Alagich, Stefanutto, 
McKain, McLaren, McQuilter (Dreger 72), Grierson, Rech (Drake 
59), Foster, Trajanovski, Carbone (Baird 77). 

OLYMPIC SHARKS: Bolton, Kohler, Wilson, Pondeljak, North, 


Harris (Halpin 68),Carle, Packer, Durante (Doumanis 82), Spiteri 
(Augerinos 45), duric. 


(Despotouski 4, 17pen) 


PARRAMATTA POWER 


(Arambasic 27) e 


Venue: Perth Oval. Crowd: 12,247. Referee: E.Lennie 
Cautions: L.Pogliacomi (PP) 16, A.Elrich (PP) 44 


Teams: PERTH GLORY: Petkovic, Horsley, Pryce, Deans, Miller, 
Desptovski, Garcia, Edgar, Mori (Edwards 84), Faria, Pryce. 
PARRAMATTA POWER: Posliacomi, Barrett, Orlic, O'Sullivan, 
Thompson (Martin 71) Arambasic (Roodenburg 72), Fitzsimmons, 
Buonavoglia, Elrich, Eagleton, Bennett. 


bes 


KING FC 


(Goutzioulis 64, Urlovic 69) 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


(Cardozo 48, Griffiths 80/83) 


Venue: Ericsson Stadium. Crowd: 4,323, Referee: M. Shield 
Cautlogss R Van Steeden 45 (KFC), N Spencer 30 (NS), C Foster 
43) (NS) 


Teams: KINGZ FC: Theollitos, Perry, Atkinson (Miyazawa 86), 
Osman, Goutzioulis, Urlovic, Vlahos (Banks 78), Markovski (Ngata 
83), Burton, Van Steeden, Jackson. 

NORTHERN SPIRIT: Acevski, Waits, Bell, Spencer, Trajkovski, 
Thomas, McDermott (Burgess 78), Foster, Cardozo, Enes, Griffiths. 
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MARCONI STALLIONS 


(Gulessarian 49) 


NEWCASTLE UNITED 


(Griffiths 31) 


Venue: Marconi Stadium. Crowd: 3516. Referee: M. Breeze 
Cautions: C Zoricich 27 (NU) 
Red Cards: C Zoricich 49 (NU), J Griffiths 68 (NU) 


Teams: MARCONI SALLIONS: Turnbull, Beauchamp, Costanzo, 

Longo, Renaud, Last (Brosque 72), Gulessarian, Maisano, Tome 
(Anabalon 80), Webb, Radulovic (Bozinovski 45). 

NEWCASTLE UNITED: Beltrame, Roberts, Zoricich, Bingley, 
Wilson, Griffiths, Blagojevic (Tsekenis 35), Schirripa (Dodd 63), Masi 
(Johnson 77), Middleby. 


SYDNEY UNITED 


(Milicic 46 pen, 78) 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


(Da Costa 10) 


Venue: Sydney United SC. Crowd: 4,185. Referee: D. Rugg 
Cautions: A Milicic 20 (SU), K Marusic 51 (SU), V Savoca 75 (SU), 
M Santalab 88 (SU) 


Teams: SYDNEY UNITED: Knezevic, M Santalab, Savoca, 
Arrarte, Cunico, Marusic, Milicic (B Santalab 81), Bilokapic, 
Stergiopoulos, Zelic, Asanovic (Kopic 75). 

MELBOURNE KNIGHTS: John, Vargas, Ognenovski, Horvat 
(Piorkowski 45), Marth (Tricario 78), Vasilevski, Porter, Da Costa 
(Sulemani 66), Jolic, Vargas, De Jesus. 


2 
1 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


(Kisnorbo 71, Bacak 79 pen) 


ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 


(Sabljak 9) 


Venue: Bob Jane Stadium, Crowd: 2877. Referee: C. Diomis 
Cautions: S losifidis 63 (SM), S Tunbridge 66 (ACF), J Bacak 81 
(SM), R Liparoti 83 (SM), N Budin 86 (ACF), | Fyfe 94 (ACF) 


Teams: SOUTH MELBOURNE: Petkovic, losifidis, De Amicis, 
Durakovic, Liparoti, Panapoulos, Buljan (Manceski 94), Bacak, Tolios 
(Sekulovski 55), Murdocca (Petrovic 85), Kisnorbo. 

ADELAIDE CITY: Cagalj, Fyfe, Kovacevic, Pantelis (Karlovic 78), 
Veart, Sabljak, Vidmar, Moreira, Tunbridge, Karlovic (Budin 76), 
Lewandowski. 
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ROUND 10 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 7 
Adelaide City vs Marconi Stallions 
Newcastle Utd Perth Glory 
Northern Spirit Sudney United 


vs 
vs 


SATURDAY DECEMBER & 
Brisbane Strikers vs Wollongong Wolves 
Olympic Sharks vs South Melbourne 
Parramatta Power vs Kingz FC 


Melbourne Knights v bye 


